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A Tunnel Rats reunion and an official
visit to 3 Combat Engineer Regiment.
An exceptional opportunity to meet and
mingle with our current serving comrades
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Nostalgia
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Pack of Vietnamese cigarettes

Pages of great pics from the past to
amaze and amuse. Photo contribitions
welcome. Send your favourite Vietnam
pics (with descriptions, names and approx dates) to Jim Marett by email to:
tunnelrats.vietnam@gmail.com or post
to 43 Heyington Place Toorak Vic 3142
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Merchants of death on the streets

Whenever we went on in-country leave or if we were operating in and
around villages, we were always warned never to eat at local restaurants,
and certainly never, ever eat anything from the street vendors. The
warnings talked of dire consequences way beyond the standard ‘dose
of the trots’. The ultimate consequence could be death from hepatitus or
worse still, being eaten alive from the inside by worms and other parasites
ingested with the foul food. The warnings were no doubt wise, but it meant
we missed out on an early introduction to one of the great cuisines of the
world. Vietnamese restaurants prevail in every city across the globe now,
with the most popular dish being Pho Beef Noodle Soup, which is what the
vendor and her kids above are selling - to the locals!

Shame file - Sapper deeds at the Blue Angel
Bar that can simply never be revealed
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Some Sappers going on leave to Vung Tau seemed to lose all sense of
decency and control. There was one day in 1969 when things got well out
of hand. Few know about it, and those that were there will never talk about
it. Ever. We believe it involved around six Tunnel Rats, and it all started
relatively innocently when two of the lads dressed themselves in items
‘borrowed’ from the bargirls. Evidently it all went downhill from that point.
We believe several of the Sappers who were there are still under therapy
over what they witnessed that day in the Blue Angel Bar. Call Lifeline or
Beyond Blue if you have concerns.
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Old Army watches are
now highly collectible

A future “snake-eater” getting
in a bit of early training

The Australian Army issued limited numbers of US made watches
to soldiers in Vietnam. They usually went to officers and NCOs, but
if you ‘knew the ropes’ you could
wrangle one from the Q Store. They
were good for wearing out bush, to
save your good watch from getting
scratched and dented.The early military watches issued in Vietnam were
made by Bulova and Elgin. These
were based on the A17 navigation
watch developed during WW2, and
featured the plain numerals and 24hour dial. The movement inside was
a 17-jewel movement, compared
to the 15 jewel movement of WW2
watches. The watch above contains
the Bulova 10BNCH movement. Although most manufacturers simply
modified the movements used in civilian models to meet military specifications, it appears that this engine
was built specifically for this model,
making it very collectible.

Sapper Brad Hannaford (holding the snake) was a Tunnel Rat with 2 Troop
1 FD SQN in 1969/70 and he was damn good at it. But Brad had other
ambitions in the Army. On return to Australia he passed the tough entry requirements for the Special Air Service (SAS), joined the Regiment and did
another tour of Vietnam, this time with the SAS. Recognising the ability of
SAS members to ‘live off the land’ when out bush, they are often refered to
affectionately as “Snake-eaters. The photo was likely taken at a Fire Support
Base. Directly behind Brad is CAPT Yanis Atrens, Troop Commander 2TP.
On the right is CPL ‘Ocker’ O’Keefe. Unsure who the laundry sniffer is.

This may be why ‘Rosco’ was plagued with back problems

Tunnel Rats, Sapper Ivis ‘Rosco’
Rostocks (left) and CPL Terry Gleeson are heading out bush from their
1 Troop lines at Nui Dat. The position
of Rosco’s backpack, way up high
on his back is alarming, and he is
already leaning forward to stop the
pack weight tipping him backwards!
Hopefully his team leader Terry sorted him out and got the pack dropped
much lower on his back. This is just
one of the many ‘learning on the job’
elements of being a Tunnel Rat in Vietnam. Our training in Australia was
good at preparing us to cope mentally with what we saw and did, but all
of the pratical details were passed to
us by our experienced team leaders,
a position we would fill ourselves after about six months in-country.
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‘Sangas’ from the sky for the SAS

“No way I’m going over there mate!”

Even the SAS lads get luxury treats every now and then.
A helicopter has just dropped them off a box of surprises
from their mess back at Nui Dat. It looks like the perenial salad sandwich was on the menu. These were great
as long as they hadn’t spent so long in transit the tomato had turned everything into a soggy mess. Note the
cool ‘Under and Over’ cut down Armalite rifle with 79mm
grenade launcher under the barrel. No doubt these lads
covered their tracks by burying all their rubbish before
disappearing into the jungle in their “can’t see me” suits.

The Long Hai Hills were peppered with enemy mines
and filled with enemy bunkers and caves. It was a
place where you had to watch your every step. Tunnel
Rat ‘Grumpy’ Foster was up there with an eight-man
Combat Engineer Team (CET) from 2 Troop, on
Operation Hammersley in February 1970. There were
27 casualties incuding seven Tunnel Rats on one day
alone on that operation. For good reason, it became
known as ‘Black Saturday’. Grumpy is leading a quieter
life these days in Cairns, Far North Queensland.

Remember the scumbag wharfies refusing to load our supplies?

“I’ve got a few personal messages from the fellers up there...who’s going first?!”
By cartoonist Paul Rigby - 1966
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A 122mm rocket, all
the way from China

The ultimate ‘Swan’

During the war, ‘a swan’ was a duty with no danger that you could cruise
through with ease. And there was no greater swan than the two-week long
Saigon Guard Duty. It was usually allocated to a section of eight guys
within the troop, and your job was to guard the Australian Embassy in
Saigon on shifts, throughout each day and night. Above is Tunnel Rat Don
Stringer who somehow managed to score this prime task for a fortnight
during his 12 month tour with 1 Troop in 1970/71. Evidently there was
plenty of off-duty time to explore the delights of Saigon, a place most of us
never got to see, other than the airport on arriving and leaving.

“I want the Spaghetti with Ground Meat!”

ABOVE: (top) Tunnel Rat Bill Jones
(3TP 1968/69) is holding a captured
122mm rocket with clear Chinese
markings, revealling its origins. China was heavily supporting the communist North Vietnamese against
the South Vietnamese. They provided huge amounts of weapons
and ammunition plus thousands of
troops who worked as ‘advisors’.
BELOW: The launching devices
for the 122mm rockets could be as
crude as two sticks or bamboo stalks
bound in a cross formation.

Who would ever think you’d be fighting over C Rations! These Tunnel Rats are
back in base from operations and enjoying a ‘Happening’ in the 1 Troop lines.
Naturally, after a few beers some of the lads have got the ‘munchies’ and the
only option is to raid the ration packs on hand. From left to right we have; Tony
Oost, Max Slater and Des McKenzie. That white cord across the photo looks
alarmingly like the DetCord we used to set up explosive charges. Perhaps
they were planning to blow up the 1 Troop ‘dunny’ (again) later that night, using
some of the C4 explosives we all had stashed in our tents!
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6

“Mate, It’s a deal!”

‘Hi-Fi’ Harry’s bad hair day

These two Tunnel Rat legends from 1 Troop 1969/70, Gary Degering
(left) and Larry Batze have obviously just done a deal. We have no
idea what the deal was, but it’s a fair bet to assume it had something to do with either illicite booze or equally illicit weapons. After shaking hands on it, no doubt both of them would have quietly
counted their fingers at the first opportunity!

Tunnel Rat, Harry ‘Hi-Fi’ Klopcic (1 Troop
1967/68) looks like he has been riding on top
of a very fast APC or hanging his head outside a helicopter heading back to base. Harry got his nickname from an obsession with
tape decks, amplifiers and speakers during
the war. He directed some of this passion
to cameras and is now the official photographer for the Vietnam Tunnel Rats Association. Harry is currently based in Vung Tau.

Invented by a Sapper over a century ago and still in use today

The famous Bangalore Torpedo was an explosive charge
placed within one or several connected tubes and used
to clear barbed wire obstacles or booby traps. The weapon was designed in 1912 by Captain R L McClintock operating with the British Indian Army out of Bangalore and
was formally adopted in 1914. It went on to see extensive use in both World Wars. Captain McClintock was
with the Madras Engineering Group (MEG), informally
known as the Madras Sappers, who supported various
elements of the British Army. Approximately 1.8 metres
in length, the path-clearing weapon had a smooth nose
designed to penetrate its target, several sections filled
with explosives, plus some empty sections to give the

torpedo its required length. Also known as a ‘Bangalore
mine’, ‘Bangalore Banger’ or simply ‘Bangalore’ its portability and effectiveness ensures it continues to be used
even today. Photos above show (LEFT); Tunnel Rat
Ian Lauder of 3 Troop 1968/69 with a Viet Cong improvised Bangalore Torpedo found under the barbed wire
fence of a fire support base. Interestingly Ian was born
in the former Indian city of Lahore in December 1947,
just months after the August 1947 separation made it
a city within Pakistan. (MIDDLE PHOTO); Members of
the Madras Sappers with Bangalore Torpedos. (RIGHT
PHOTO); Today’s version of the weapon, the US made
M1A2 Bangalore Torpedo.
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Field Engineer support in Vietnam – the Tunnel Rats

1 Field Squadron HQ
building Nui Dat, Phuoc
Tuy Province, Vietnam

3 Field Troop of I Field Squadron
(RAE) and other supporting elements joined the battalion. In April/
May 1966 the Australian force
was increased to a two-battalion
task force with supporting arms
and a logistic support group. The
task force included the remainder
of 1 Field Squadron RAE with 21
Engineer Support Troop RAE and
1 Field Squadron Workshop RAEME under command.
Engineer Combat Support
By Major Warren Lennon
Since I ATF initially conOfficer Commanding 1 Field
tained only two infantry battalSquadron Vietnam, 24 May
ions, most operations were of
1966 to 9 December 1966
battalion or battalion plus size.
The main types of operations
In May 1965, at the request undertaken were; patrolling and
of the Government of South Vi- ambushing within the TAOR; coretnam, Australia dispatched an don and search; search and deinfantry battalion to join US forces stroy; and clearing and securing
at Bien Hoa. A composite Austral- of routes.
ian Logistic Support Company
In all such operations there
was included with the battalion is always a high probability that
and this contained one officer and booby traps and mines will be
twenty other ranks from the Royal encountered, and that Viet Gong
Australian Engineers.
(VC) hides and caches of food,
In September of the same year medical supplies, arms or muni-

tions might be found. Blind artillery shells and aerial bombs are
often found, and these are normally destroyed to prevent the
enemy from using them in improvised mines.
Movement is often difficult,
slow, and dangerous for small
parties. Difficulty of movement
can often be overcome by means
of helicopters or armoured personnel carriers, but these are not
always readily available. Mobility restrictions created a need
to provide engineers in small
numbers, dispersed throughout
the battalion, so that they are immediately available to deal with
minor engineer tasks quickly.
Although this technique appears to cut across the principle
of concentration of engineer ef-

This important piece of 1 Field
Squadron history was written by MAJ
Lennon in late 1968 and published in
the January 1969 edition of the Australian Army Journal.

FIELD ENGINEER SUPPORT IN VIETNAM

fort, dispersion of sappers does
in fact give adequate concentration where it is required and
when it is required. In most operations a reserve of engineer
effort is maintained in the Task
Force base on standby, on short
notice to move. If a large task is
encountered the standby force
is flown into the work area, or
moved by vehicle or APC, depending on the urgency and the
enemy threat.
Firm affiliations have developed between the infantry battalions and the engineer troops who
usually support them. Although
the engineer support required for
each operation is assessed on its
own merits, a recurring pattern
of employment has developed.
For a conventional ‘search and
destroy’ operation a battalion will
probably have about half of its affiliated field troop deployed with
the rifle companies.
The troop commander, or
possibly the troop officer, advises
the battalion commander on engineer matters and controls the
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activities of his engineer teams
by radio or by personal visits to
the companies. If necessary, the
battalion commander will often
make available a Sioux helicopter to assist the troop commander to visit his teams.

“Experience has
shown that intelligence
recovered from tunnels
and caves is of great
value and worth the risk
and effort involved in
the searching”

Tunnel talk between the CO of
6RAR, LTCOL Colin Townsend
(left), and MAJ Warren Lennon,
the OC of 1 Field Squadron,
during Operation Enogerra. The
engineers were given the task of
exploring, mapping and demolishing a complex tunnel system found
in Long Phuoc village.

the engineer reserve will move
with battalion headquarters or
be on standby in the task force
area. This reserve may comprise
the balance of the troop or even
more if necessary. Each combat
engineer team is usually about
half of a field section, the other
Sometimes the combat en- half being on standby.
Flexibility is the keyword
gineer teams may be split even
further to give two sappers to in engineer deployment in this
each platoon and the NCO to theatre. In some cases, engineer
the company commander as combat support may be as small
his adviser. This sort of situation as two sappers with a mine dewould normally only occur where tector proving suspect lengths of
extensive mines or booby traps roads for APCs and vehicles. In
are encountered in a number of other circumstances, engineers
become the main force with prolocations.
Depending on distance, avail- tective elements of infantry and
ability of aircraft, and other tasks, armour supporting the operation.

9

FIELD ENGINEER SUPPORT IN VIETNAM

underground caches and hides
have to be searched. It is normal
in most of the villages for each
house to have an escape tunnel leading outside to a bunker
or air-raid shelter. In most cases these are innocent and are
constructed for self-defence but
sometimes they lead into large
Such a situation arises when tunnel complexes. These tunextensive enemy installations nels and underground hides are
are located and have to be de- used to conceal food, weapons,
stroyed, or when large tracts of medical supplies and ammuniland have to be cleared by engi- tion. They sometimes encomneer clearing teams. In any case, pass complete underground inthe engineer organization must stallations, such as hospitals and
he carefully designed to meet headquarters. Some tunnels are
built apparently purely for tactithe requirement.
Although many of the cal purposes, leading to or from
engineer tasks encountered in a prepared ambush site or killing
Vietnam have been of a routine ground.
The largest single complex
nature, some have presented
new problems, and required the discovered by 1 Field Squaddevelopment of new techniques. ron was probably on ‘Operation
Two of the more noteworthy ac- Enoggera’ where one major tuntivities have been tunnel search- nel was 1,000 metres long and as
ing and tunnel and bunker de- high as five feet for a great part
of its length. In addition, there
struction.
On almost all operations in were numerous smaller tunnels,
Phuoc Tuy Province, tunnels or apart from domestic bunkers and
ABOVE: On Operation Enogerra
in June 1966, Tunnel Rats CPL
Ross Thorburn (left) and LCPL
Ron Rockliffe collecting enemy
rifles from a tunnel. TOP RIGHT:
Obviously multi-tasking CPL Ron
Rockliffe emerges from one of the
tunnels.

escape tunnels.
Australian army policy is to
search tunnels prior to destruction or neutralization. Experience
has shown that intelligence recovered from tunnels and caves
is of great value and worth the
risk and effort involved in the
searching. Over short lengths
this is done by the combat engineer teams (CETs) who move
with the infantry. If a complex
is struck which is beyond their
capacity reserve engineers will
be moved in to assist. When an
area is known to be heavily tunnelled an ad hoc organization
may have to he set up to search
and destroy them.
Various experimental devices have been used in tunnel
warfare, ranging from smoke
blowers for detecting entrances
and airvents to special communication devices and rescue apparatus. Special tunnel destruction
techniques have been investigated but the use of 50-1b boxes of
TNT placed throughout the length
of the tunnel has proved to be ef-

FIELD ENGINEER SUPPORT IN VIETNAM

fective, relatively fast, and safe.
Consideration of the economics
of weights and cost of explosives
are secondary to the time and effort saved in underground work
by using well-spaced full boxes.
In the hills of Phuoc Tuy
province, the VC use natural
caves extensively to gain protection from artillery and airstrikes.
On several operations’ Australian sappers, in searching caves,
have discovered camps for units
of strengths up to battalion size.
Some of these are so extensive
and have so many entrances
and exits that destruction is almost impossible.
Anti-personnel mines and
booby traps have claimed a large
number of Australian casualties
in Vietnam. The term ‘booby trap’
is often loosely used. Many of the
booby traps encountered in SVN
are in fact anti-personnel mines.
They are often of local manufacture or improvised by adapting
other munitions. In addition, they
are often laid in random pattern
or in isolated positions. There
have been some encounters with
booby traps in classical forms,
for example VC flags and other
attractive items prepared to ‘trap
the unwary’. Rice caches are often booby trapped.
Most booby traps encountered by Australians in Phuoc
Tuy province have been explosive devices though some punji
sticks and other novelties have
been discovered. In the earliest
stages of operations there was
a preponderance of improvised
devices, manufactured from blind
shells and bombs, commercial
explosives, and some old French
munitions.
There have since been increasing numbers of Chicom,
locally made, and North Vietnamese grenades, mines and
explosives. There has also been
an increase in the number of allied grenades and mines which
have fallen into VC hands.
VC booby traps are used
extensively on and adjacent to
tracks and trails, particularly cov-
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ering approaches to caches of
materiel and access tracks to
hides. The VC often set booby
traps to protect caches and extensively use dummy traps. Tunnels, caves, and buildings will
often contain wires which appear
to be trip wires but often do not
prove to be so. Trip wire and friction ignition grenades are commonly encountered.
Various VC techniques for
marking mines have been encountered and these are often
sited so they can be seen only
from the enemy side—particular-

TOP: Unexploded bombs had to be
destroyed to deny them to the enemy who used them or their explosive content in anti-vehicle mines.
ABOVE: A typical Viet Cong improvised anti-vehicle mine, comprising
an explosive charge, a wooden
pressure switch and a battery pack.

ly on tracks. Marking methods include broken tree branches, tied
clumps of grass, bound saplings,
or patterns of stones.
A large number of artillery
shells and aerial bombs have
been located on roads and
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ABOVE: On the 2015 Tunnel Rats
tour back to Vietnam we made an
official visit to the Long Phuoc tunnel site and met with local NVA and
VC Veterans. We had 12 current
serving Sappers with us on the tour,
including in the above photo; Troop
Sergeant, SGT Dave Myers (blue
T-shirt) and Troop Commander, LT
Stephanie Sheldon, both of 1CER
(ranks and postings at the time).
RIGHT: the 1 FD SQN Mines Room
at Nui Dat displayed hundreds of
devices, rounds and shells used
by our enemy and collected by the
Tunnel Rats.

tracks, fitted with improvised firing mechanisms. Some of these
have proved to be capable of inflicting substantial damage on a
vehicle or an APC.
Owing to the prevalence
of mines and booby traps in the
region detailed instruction is provided to all arms in recognition
of these devices and to sappers
and assault pioneers in locating
and neutralizing them. Infantry
forward scouts have shown that
training and practice pay off in
this respect.
Conclusion
The ‘lessons learned’ are

too numerous to list here. Most
of these lessons are not new—
they have merely been revised.
Many of the time-honoured
teachings of principles of engineer employment have been
proved again and again. It has
been necessary to adapt some
of these principles to the peculiar circumstances which apply
in Vietnam.
The practice of breaking the
engineer field troop down into
groups sometimes smaller than
sections may invite criticism;

however this technique provides
better control and economy of
effort, yet still ensures adequate
concentration of engineer effort
to accomplish any tasks encountered.
The advantages of close
affiliation between engineers and
other arms have been apparent
in all operations— and the ability, versatility, courage, and initiative of the Australian sapper
of today is widely acclaimed by
those who have served with him
in Vietnam.

REUNION AND 3CER VISIT
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TOWNSVILLE HERE WE COME!
A Tunnel Rats reunion and an official
visit to 3 Combat Engineer Regiment.
An exceptional opportunity to meet and
mingle with our current serving comrades

At last, with borders open and
restrictions drastically reduced,
we can get together for a reunion again. But this is much more
than a reunion, with the leaders
at 3 Combat Engineer Regiment
(3CER) in Townsville really laying out the welcome mat for the
Tunnel Rats, we have a special
opportunity to meet and mingle
with the Sappers of today.
Over the three days we
will be making several visits to
3CER at their base, Lavarack
Barracks. They have some great
activities set out for us and will
even be providing Army transport to move us backwards and
forwards between our accommodation in Townsville and the
barracks.
If you are coming, complete
the booking form on page 14 so
we can organise your security
pass for getting onto the base,
and so Army knows our numbers and can cater for us for
meals at the base plus transport

we will attend a service at the
memorial in Townsville.
After we have established
the exact timetable with 3CER
for pickup and return each day,
we will provide details to members so you can plan any other
activities or visits around Townsville you may want to organise
during the days and nights of
the reunion.
Getting to Townsville
to and from the base.
Most
members will travel to
In the usual Tunnel Rats
style, there is no cost for the re- Townsville by air and will book
union, so nothing to pay. On our their own airfares. If travelling
last night of the reunion, we will by road, make sure you request
have a set-price farewell din- parking at the accommodation
ner which we will each individu- you book. If you have a caraally pay for, direct to the venue. van or tent, there are excellent
Again, by filling in the booking caravan parks in and around
form we will be know the num- Townsville. Train services are
bers and be able to cater for also available into Townsville
you and allocate a spot for you from Brisbane and various other
points in Queensland and beat the dinner.
The reunion coincides with yond. Check this online or with
Vietnam Veterans Day on the your travel agent.
Our Designated Boozer
18th of August, so on that mornAgain, in typical Tunnel Rat
ing, before heading out to 3CER,

A LONG
DAY
REUNION AND 3CER
VISIT

13
23

August 16th to 20th 2021

Our recommended hotel, Rydges Southbank Townsville

style, we have selected a Designated Boozer so we can all
be together at the end of each
day’s activities to have a few
drinks and share the comradeship. Our designated boozer
this time is an absolute cracker,
the historic Australian Hotel at
11 Palmer St, South Townsville.
It has excellent bars, an exceptional beer garden and great
food, all at reasonable prices.
We suggest when you are planning your accommodation that
you try to stay within an easy
walk of the Designated Boozer.
Our recommended hotel
It is up to us all to choose and
pay for our own accommodation,
however we are recommending
Rydges Southbank Townsville at
23 Palmer St, South Townsville
as it is a short walk to the Designated Boozer and represents
good value. There are other options in the area which you can
explore. Keep in mind that our
pickup and drop-off point for
Army transport will be the Rydges Southbank so you will need
to be able to access that location easily from your accommodation.
The 3rd Brigade
Based at Lavarack Barracks, the 3rd Brigade is a combined arms Combat Brigade
of more than 4000 personnel,
comprising the following units:

Our Designated Boozer, the Australian Hotel

The historic city of Townsville

REUNION AND 3CER VISIT
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3 Combat Engineer Regiment on parade

3rd Brigade Headquarters; 1st Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment; 2nd Battalion,
Royal Australian Regiment; 3rd
Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment; 3rd Combat Engineer
Regiment; 3rd Combat Signals
Regiment; 3rd Combat Service
Support Battalion; 4th Regiment, Royal Australian Artillery;
and B Squadron, 3rd/4th Cavalry Regiment.
The barracks housing

the 3rd Brigade are named after Lieutenant General Sir John
Lavarack, an Australian Army
officer during both World Wars
and Governor of Queensland
from 1946 to 1957.
Time for action
Get your reunion booking
form (below) to us. Talk to your
mates to encourage them to
come along to Townsville too.
Book your travel and accommodation. See you in Townsville!

Your booking form

I confirm I will be attending the Tunnel Rats Association reunion in Townsville, including the visits to 3
Combat Engineer Regiment at Lavarack Barracks.
NAME: _______________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________
_________________________________Postcode:_____
EMAIL:_________________________________________
PHONE: _______________________________________

You can text, email or post this form to us:
To text it, simply photograph the completed form with
your phone and text it to: Jim Marett at 0403 041 962.
To email it, copy or scan the completed form and emailing it to tunnelrats.vietnam@gmail.com
To post it, address it to: Vietnam Tunnel Rats Assoc
43 Heyington Place Toorak Vic 3142

OUR SCHEDULE FOR
THE 3CER VISITS
The following is an approximate schedule. In addition to this, there will be opportunities for us to see the
gear and skills of the Sappers demonstrated, and for
us to present how we operated in Vietnam, the things
we did and how we coped.
16 Aug Monday: Arrive
in Townsville, check into your
hotel and meet up with the
lads at our Designated Boozer.
17 Aug Tuesday: We
head to 3CER to meet with
our hosts and take an inital look at the base and the
Sapper environment today
compared to our time.
18 Aug Wednesday:
Before heading out to 3CER
we will attend a Vietnam Veteran’s Day service at the
memorial in town. When we
arrive at 3CER they will conduct a challenge between
3CER and 3CSR, with both
units undergoing a variety
of challenges followed by a
Boozer parade and BBQ to
announce the winning unit.
It is compulsory for us to be
barracking for 3CER at all
times!
19 Aug Thursday: This
will be the celebration of the
unit’s birthday so our team
being present for this will be
great for them and for us.
There will be a fun sports
day followed by birthday formalities and beers with the
Sappers. That evening, back
in Townsville we will have our
Tunnel Rats farewell dinner
with 3CER guests as well.
20 Aug Friday: Time to
head home or stay another
day or two if you wish to explore the area further or simply continue to mix with a few
of your Sapper mates.
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OPERATION RENMARK

Sappers in the midst of a tragic multiple
mine incident on Operation Renmark

Our authors provide two
perspectives on the incident

The Tunnel Rats of 1 Field
Squadron were on Operation
Renmark in support of 5RAR
when they became involved in
one of the most horrific mine
incidents suffered by Australian
troops during the Vietnam
war. The following insights
into the mine incident provide
perspectives from two men
who were there on the ground
that day: From the Combat
Engineer angle, by the late
BRIG David Buring AM, former
Troop Commander of 2TP 1FD
SQN 1966/67: And an infantry
view from CAPT Tony White
AM, former Regimental Medical
Officer of 5 RAR 1966–67.

The Combat Engineer view

By the late BRIG David Buring
AM Troop Commander of 2TP
1FD SQN 1966/67
Operation RENMARK was
intended to distract the Viet
Cong from a cordon and search
in the village of Lang Phuoc
Hai on the coast of Phuoc Tuy
province at the foot of the Long
Hai hills. Known by the VC as
the ‘Minh Dam Secret Zone’,
the hills contained bases and

The mine incident took place on
February 21st 1967 near the coast
at the foot of the Long Hai hills. The
village of Lang Phuc Hai is seen in
the foreground.

caches used by both D445 Battalion and the C25 Company.
The area’s rugged terrain, dense
jungle and deep caves were an
ideal guerrilla haven. The intention was for a battalion to work
through the hills from north to
south before concentrating in the
south-east corner for the cordon
of Lang Phuoc Hai. The operation started on 18 Feb 1967 and
was planned to last for six days.
Because the area was known to
contain many mines and booby
traps, particular care had to be
taken once troops moved off the
roads.
Just before the operation began, the VC took the initiative by
attacking Lang Phuoc Hai early
on the morning of 17th February. South Vietnamese forces

OPERATION RENMARK

responded first and were backed
up later that day by an APC and
helicopter insertion of 6RAR
forces to block the VC’s withdrawal route.
5RAR departed Nui Dat at
3.30pm on 18th February after a
B52 strike on the hills at 6am that
morning. The deployment was by
helicopter and APC, and the battalion was securely harboured
in the area by 4.30pm. Searchand-destroy operations would
begin the following morning, with
Combat Engineer Teams (CETs)
from 2 Troop 1 Field Squadron
joining each 5RAR company.
At 11.45am on the morning
of February 19th, B Company
saw and engaged two VC halfway up the eastern face of the
northern hill. When the VC eventually withdrew, their small camp
was found, containing three twoman weapon pits with overhead
cover plus a kitchen and meeting
place. A careful search produced
a number of enemy documents,
and the camp was blown up by
CPL Dick Beck’s CET.
Further south, D Company
plus the Reconnaissance platoon, with CPL Brian Cribbs’s
CET, found a stash of VC propaganda documents aimed at the
local villagers. Following tracks
from the stash, they found a
recently used, long-standing
company-sized defensive position which our sappers then demolished. The following day, 20
February, D Company found a
squad sized base camp, a company base of 46 pits with overhead cover, another company
base with 50 pits, three empty
five-ton rice bins, and a water
well about three months old. The
camps and rice bins were all
destroyed. A 500lb unexploded
bomb (UXB) was found near one
of the camps and was dealt with
later when troops were out of the
area.
On 21 February the operation moved into its second
phase, in the southern half of the
hills. After midday the guns, B
Company, the Battalion HQ and
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The crater left by the anti-vehicle mine, with the strewn
sandbags giving a good indication of the size of the hole.

A Company moved south to their
new location by APC.
B company then set out on
its southern task. The following description is from Sapper
Deane Branson, a member the
CET with B Company, and an
eyewitness to what took place:
“We set off from the road
through light scrub growing in
white sandy soil. I was travelling
on top of the APC second in line
in the convoy taking troops into
the coastal end of the Long Hai
hills. The first two APCs carried 4
Platoon, then there was a gap of
about two hundred yards to the
next group containing the headquarters people. Behind them,
following another gap were the
rest of the convoy.
“As we progressed further on
towards the base of the hills, the
leading APC halted because the
clearing being traversed finished
at a confined track. The APC then
started forward, slewing slightly
to the left and set off a huge explosion and dust cloud. The APC
had run over what was later suspected to be a 250lb bomb set
up as a booby trap. Parts of the
left-hand track from the first APC
flew through the cloud of dust.
Dick Sandow was blown from the

first APC into the hole the bomb
had made and was scrambling
out of the hole clutching his rifle.
“As the dust cleared, the
extent of the damage became
more evident. The cupola had
been blown off the first APC and
landed some distance away, upside down, trapping and killing
the APC commander. The APC
had landed on its side some 20
feet from the crater created by
the explosion. The rear door had
been blown off and there was a
hole about two feet across directly under where the driver had
sat.
“A few minutes later, MAJ
McQualter and a couple of others came rushing up from the
APC’s further back in the column. Someone either in or close
to his party stepped on an M16
anti-personnel mine, killing McQualter, Sandow, LT Carruthers
and several others.
After the anti-personnel mine
exploded, someone shouted that
we were in a minefield and called
for engineers. SPR McDuffie
and l, along with some infantrymen, searched for evidence of
mines and laid out safe lanes,
marking them with debris, tree
branches and rifles. The task of
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An Infantryman’s view

ABOVE: Photo taken from a helicopter of the mine-damaged APC
after being stripped and rendered useless by a controlled explosion

clearing the area and evacuating
the dead and wounded extended
late into the afternoon. Using a
cable strung from another APC,
the wreck was righted, and the
cupola, the rear door, radios, and
weapons were stripped off and
transported back to Nui Dat.
“To deny any useful parts of
the wrecked APC to the enemy, l
was ordered to destroy as much
as was possible of the damaged
APC. All personnel, except one
infantryman and myself, left the
area. l packed grenades and
any other explosives available
around the motor and detonated
them. Then my escort and l rejoined the main body, which by
now was about a mile away.”
The Regimental Medical Officer (RMO) CAPT Tony White arrived at the mine site early in the
incident via a Sioux helicopter.
On landing, his skills were used
extensively and were seriously
tested by the sheer volume and
variety of the wounds. I headed
to the scene a bit later when a
RAAF helicopter arrived to lift
six more sappers in to help. I experienced one of those instant
decision moments when the helicopter pilot said, ‘one less passenger!’ I felt we needed Sapper
skills and some supervision, so
I left out my radio operator. In
hindsight I should have asked

for him to be brought across by
the Sioux. Anyway, together we
managed to deal with a pretty
horrible situation without incurring any more casualties. Fortunately, the two Sappers with B
Company were on the second
APC, so they went straight to
work. One of the sappers actually had to reprimand the RMO for
not following the cleared track. I
was later called to an infantry radio to get a scolding from the OC
1FD SQN, MAJ Brian Florence
for not taking my radio operator
with me, but that proved my point
- there were other radios at the
site and every engineer on the
ground was valuable, and critical to the task. When the RMO
saw three prongs near his foot,
I hope he told a sapper where it
was. The whole operation was
called off after the mine incident.
I thank Bob O’Neill’s “Vietnam Task”, Tony White’s “Starlight” and Ian McNeill and Ashley Ekins’ “On the Offensive” for
giving me the framework for this
story.
Note: Brigadier David Buring
passed away on the 20th of November last year, just weeks after he submitted this article to us
for publication in Holdfast. Rest
in peace brother Sapper.

By CAPT Tony White AM
Regimental Medical Officer 0f
5RAR 1966/67

It was on the afternoon of
February 21, 1967 when B Company 5RAR riding in Armoured
Personnel Carriers hit mines
and booby traps killing nine and
wounding 22 others. I was the
Regimental Medical Officer of
the Battalion 1966-67 and was at
the scene of the incident within
minutes of it happening.
After nine months in country
and with three months to go, the
troops were weary. They had effectively been on duty 24 hours
a day seven days a week apart
from five days R&R. They were
also intensely wary. Wary from
the sporadic inconclusive firefights and encounters with mines
and booby traps. The jokes were
more sardonic. “Lets get a shot
of you where you still have two
legs,” were to be heard from the
diggers as they lined up for a
photo shoot before setting out on
patrol. The boys were only half
joking when they talked wistfully
about getting a “Homer” a wound
decent enough to ensure their
evacuation to Australia but not
resulting in any great permanent
incapacity. On this day’s patrol
there was to be a sweep through
the Long Hai Hills, a Viet Cong
stronghold known to be full of
bunkers and well defended with
mines. Mounted on APC’s, (Armoured Personnel Carriers) the
Battalion HQ group and B Com-
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ABOVE: This group portrait of officers and men of B Company, 5RAR was taken several months before Operation Renmark and does not include the full company strength. The following list graphically reveals how
decimated the company was by the mine incident on 21 February 1967. Those killed or wounded that day are
highlighted in red. From top to bottom; left to right: B Fitton; P H Roberts; M G Sherrington; J G Nyhuis WIA; R
W Turner WIA; B A Gee WIA; G B Green (KIA); A Nieuenhout; N R Bryant WIA; K M White; R W Meredith; Pte D
M Clark (KIA); R E Lloyd (KIA); T M Griffiths; J S Botterell; J C Hall; R L Anthony WIA; D Taylor; M A Robinson;
F A Robertson; G D Rummer; D R Mann; P G Collins; S J Perry; R N McKenzie WIA; T J Duffy WIA; J E Cappler; P S Wood; G J Martin; R W Sandow (KIA); W H Edwards; M J Le Breton; R J Sheringham; K J Devlin; R F
Wood; F R Clark WIA; H Dorrough; G R Wills; D W McMillan; H A Baird; P R Duell; G D Luck; K J Hodges; D E
Hllier; M J Saunders; K J Borger; K M Morrow; J V Murphy; R G Harbourd; K J Butcher; R Carter; N Crane; D J
Rose; T K Cullen; R F Nichols WIA; F R Peacock; J J Fitzgerald; B R Tudor; J P McAlister WIA; G N Dunne; R
N Francis; L Bockisch WIA; A Fenech; R J Basman; C J Cogswell MM KIA; R S Fergusson WIA; L M O’Connor;
D B Tape WIA; E O’Reilly; R G Solomon; LT J Caruthers KIA/DOW; E F Pfitzner MAJ M B McQualter KIA/DOW;
J H Bates; M G Langley MC; L O’Dea; A E Pott; K J Wass WIA; P R Jones WIA; J C Webster (KIA); L Smale; R
G Greig (kneeling); J P Geisler; A D Hillier; R J Mackie; P R Maher; D G Mellowship; C T Hilliard; T J Stevens; M
T Harrison; S J Head; M Noonan; W W Binney; R F Hynson; R Besier and G A White. Not included in the photo
are: RP Wilsen 3CAV KIA; KL Mitchinson 3CAV KIA; M D Poole KIA; KR Benson WIA; JA Bouse WIA; A G
Buckingham 3CAV WIA; D M Clark KIA; M N Dwyer WIA; R N McDuffie 1 FD SQN WIA.

pany ground out of the village and
halted on a gravel road to ‘bolt’
down a quick lunch and finalise
plans. Around us stretched rice
paddies, grey-brown and quivering with heat haze in the dry season. Six months ago they were
green and brimming with water.
B Company set off across
the paddies into the scrub at the
base of the hills. 15 minutes later,
just as we were about to follow,
we were startled by the sound
of a massive explosion. A dark
mushroom had formed over the
bush in the direction of B Company’s line of travel. Four minutes later there was a second,
smaller explosion. A radio report
of casualties followed but there
was no clear picture as to what
had happened.
By chance an army Sioux hel-

icopter was in the area. The Battalion CO called me over, “Tony
get over there and see what you
can do.” I grabbed my medical
backpack and climbed into the
Perspex bubble of the Bell 47
helicopter. It was a two-minute
skim to catch up with B Company. Banking to find a cleared
area to land we saw the astonishing sight of the lead APC on its
side. I jumped out on touchdown
and the sound of the rotor blades
faded, only to be replaced by a
soundtrack of suffering, groans,
cries and mutterings. I was led
over to Major Bruce McQualter,
officer commanding B Company.
He had a head wound. With a rifle in one hand and a map case
in the other, he was appealing
for a hand to help him to his feet,
but his eyes were closed and

he could not respond to either
questions or instructions. Close
by, also with a head wound,
lay the lanky form of lieutenant
Jack Carruthers. He was unconscious, stretched out on his side.
His trademark ginger moustache
was drenched in blood. The third
member was Sergeant ‘Tassie’
Wass, sitting propped up against
his backpack in great pain with
both arms outstretched. Both
his elbows were smashed and
his forearms dangled from the
butchered joints. Acutely aware
that I had seen only a fraction
of what lay around, I made him
as comfortable as possible, with
dressings splints and morphine.
Ten metres away the APC
lay on its side. The back door
had been blown off and nearby
lay what at first glance seemed
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ABOVE: CAPT Tony White RMO
of 5RAR, out on operations with
the Battalion

aware that we were stalled in a
mine field. At any instant I could
find myself joining the dead
or, even worse, the living mutilated. At one time I spotted the
three prong wires of a “Jumping
Jack” mine close to my foot. My
heart stopped and I felt a bitter
chill despite the stifling dusty
bush around us. Pathetically I
found myself moving among the
wounded with one hand over my
ABOVE: Corporal “Bernie” Smith of 5RAR on Operation Renmark. He
balls even though I knew these
was not injured on the operation and was later promoted to Sergeant.
mines could ablate not only the
He returned to Vietnam with 5RAR on its second tour, where he was
genitals but the legs and more
killed in a mine incident on 9 March 1969.
I was amazed by the torrent of
to be a pile of discarded uniforms the task at hand. The task was weird thoughts that surfaced as
blackened and dusty. Getting to make a rough order of priority, I worked. People who are dying
closer I realised that the heap identifying those in need of first or who are terrified are said to
was composed of dead and aid and those not in acute need. see their past life rushing by like
wounded soldiers. In amongst There was a third group, those a speeded-up movie. My mind
the carnage, I came across the mortally wounded and beyond raced with a stream of images
body of Mick Poole. He had just any help. The situation was out of childhood, home and famturned 20 and was a favourite of of control. The number of casu- ily. Mixed with these were other
the village kids because of his alties was overwhelming. Horror bizarre reflections. I thought of
cheeky good humour. He played was piled on horror. Close to the ‘Tassie’ Wass and his shattered,
the tenor horn in the Battalion APC lay the torso of its driver. dangling forearms. The absurd
Band. On patrol, bandsmen act- The lower part of his body was line “Look Ma no hands” kept reed as stretcher bearers and pro- missing. Protruding from under volving through my head. I had
vided first aid. I caught up with the APC was a detached arm, its recognised the distinctive feathe B Company medic and three hand still grasping an M16 rifle.
tures of Barney Gee the only solmore stretcher bearers all dazed
While moving around this dier of Chinese extraction in the
and wounded but getting on with slaughterhouse, I was powerfully battalion. He was quite calm as I
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ABOVE: RMO CAPT Tony White
(left) attending a wounded soldier
while on operations with 5RAR

ABOVE: Private Michael Poole of 5RAR was killed in the mine incident on 21
February 1967, aged 20 years old. In addition to being an infanteer, Michael
played the tenor horn in 5RAR’s band.

got him to press on a dressing I
applied to the spurting artery in
his arm. His skin was blackened
by the explosion. “Red on black
— very Chinese” I thought. I recalled a movie that I had seen as
a child in which the minister was
trying to halt the alien invaders.
With his congregation cowering
behind him. He advanced with an
open Bible, reciting Psalm 23. He
had just mentioned “Yea though
I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I shall fear no
evil” when he was carbonised by
the alien ray gun. After an eternity, additional sappers to the two
we had with us were choppered
in. They quickly went to work with
mine detectors, laying white tape
on cleared pathways through the
mine field. One sapper spotted
me “Do you want to get us all
killed? Stick to the cleared areas!” he screamed! I had to bite
my tongue to avoid pointing out
that I had been walking around
here for the previous half hour or
so. A landing zone was cleared
for the ‘Dust Off’ choppers. The
critically wounded were shipped
out first, then the lesser injured
and finally the dead. The evacuation included a macabre audit,
matching up corpses with miss-

ing parts as they were retrieved.
Some parts were never found.
Jack Carruthers died three days
later, and Bruce McQualter after
two weeks never regained consciousness.
I remained with the shaken
remains of B Company for a short
while. On one afternoon’s outing
they had lost their company commander, a platoon commander
and numerous comrades. It had
been an entirely passive event,
with no trace of the enemy and
no opportunity to strike back. A
more potent prescription for anger and despair could not be imagined. On getting back to BHQ
I was too shaken to hold a cup
of coffee. I tried to describe the
scene and discovered the futility
of words for communicating such
an experience.
What had happened? It appears that the lead APC had
detonated a mine of enormous
destructive power. There was a
crater two metres wide by one
metre deep. The 13-tonne vehicle had been tossed 3 metres
away and onto its side and there
was a large hole in the hull under
the driver’s seat. The patrol halted and prepared for an ambush.
The officers dismounted and

summoned the company medic
and stretcher bearers. As they
walked towards the wounded,
there was a second explosion.
One of the party had stepped on
a M16 mine causing more casualties to B Company. For years,
like a diminuendo drumbeat,
February 21 was to spook most
of those who had participated
in this calamitous and futile episode.
Did any good emerge from
that afternoon? I would offer
three positive observations.
First, the way the medics and
stretcher bearers went forward
to provide help for the first group
of casualties. Their response
was immediate and selfless, as
evidenced by the fact that all of
them were wounded. Second,
the tattered remains of B Company continued to function in the
immediate aftermath. Junior officers stepped in to fill the gaps.
Morale and discipline were maintained. All this reflects very well
on the quality of their training.
Finally, 30 years on, most of
the survivors are getting on with
life and contributing to the community. These surely are the
qualities that Australia needs
right now.
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Penleigh Boyd – artist, Sapper, WWI tunneller
and father of the famous architect Robin Boyd

By LT COL Don Hughes (Rtd)
A call from the Editor of the
Warrandyte Diary, based in an old
gold mining town, on the outskirts
of Melbourne - startled me. Still in
my lockdown slumber, I reflected
on the message intently.
“There is a mistake on the
honour board at the RSL – ‘T.
Penleigh-Boyd’ is not accurate.
It should be Theodore Penleigh
Boyd, with no hyphen. He preferred to be known as just Penleigh
Boyd, and he is one of Australia’s
noted landscape painters.”
Accepting responsibility for
this dilemma, I was inspired to
make good the mistake and seek
out the deeper story. When the
Editor also mentioned that Penleigh was a senior member of the
Boyd artistic dynasty, she casually included that he was an Australian Army Engineer, a Sapper
in WW1.
As a Sapper myself, my guilt
went into overdrive. Here was a

former Sapper who contributed
so much to Warrandyte’s rich art
heritage, yet I had not heard of
him.
Well knowing the reputation
of the renowned Warrandyte architect, educator and social commentator, Robin Boyd, I never
made the connection that he
was Penleigh’s son, and I did not
know that Penleigh was a WW1
Sapper. His reputation as an artist has been chronicled as equal
to that of Arthur Streeton.

Penleigh Boyd enlisted in November 1915, joining the newly
formed Australian Mining Corps
as a Sapper, with the service
number of 5. Soon he was promoted to Sergeant and joined a
special Australian Army Engineer
unit, the Australian Electrical and
Mechanical Mining and Boring
Company. Jokingly called the
‘Alphabet Company by the Diggers because of its abbreviation;
AE&MM&B Coy.
The unit had the responsibility
of providing and maintaining the
equipment required to light, ventilate and pump out the water from
the extensive tunnel and dug-out
systems along the length of the

TOP: A pen and ink drawing of a
tunnel entrance, on cardboard,
created by Boyd at The Somme.
MIDDLE: Penleigh Boyd while
recuperating in London after being
evacuated from Ypres where he was
gassed by the Germans in 1917.
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ABOVE: Two members of the
Australian Electrical and Mechanical
Mining and Boring Company, AIF, at
work with a boring machine in France
in 1917.

Western front. They deservedly
earned many plaudits for the support they provided to all Imperial
forces.
Underground warfare, or
mining and tunnelling, is little
known to most but was prolific
during WW1 - particularly on the
Western Front. Throughout history tunnelling has been used by
Sappers of all nations to breach
enemy fortifications. Traditionally, undermining castles. A more
modern example would be the
Tunnel Rats and the enemy tunnels of the Vietnam War.
As one of Australia’s earliest
deployed soldiers who was also
an artist, Penleigh took the opportunity to become an unofficial war
artist, capturing impressions and
images of France during a peRIGHT: Cover of a book containing
many of the pen and ink sketches
made by Penliegh Boyd during his
time on the Western Front with the
Australian Electrical and Mechanical
Mining and Boring Company, AIF.
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riod and situation that otherwise
would have gone unrecorded. As
a Sapper on the ground, he had
a unique vantage point to record
daily life on the Western Front.
Many of his drawings were published in his book – Salvage (P.
Boyd, British Australasian, London, 1918).
Penleigh was badly gassed
at Ypres in 1917, then evacuated to England. He was repatriated home aboard the Euripides
in 1918 where he continued his
painting while living in The Robins at Warrandyte.
Penleigh suffered permanent
lung damage from the gassing,
but continued his artistic work
with unabated energy, including
assisting fellow returned soldiers.
The Drunken Lion Tamer
An unusual story on one of
Penleigh’s many and varied activities was glowingly reported in
the Melbourne Argus newspaper
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ABOVE: Who said Engineers could never look dapper! Five officers of the
Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company, AIF. From
left to right: LT George Norfolk MC; CAPT Stanley Hunter; MAJ Richard
Morse DSO (Officer Commanding); LT Loftus Hills; and LT William Logie.
BELOW: Members of the Boring section of the the Company.

in January 1921: “As President
of the Warrandyte branch of the
Returned Soldiers’ League, Mr
Penleigh Boyd, in order to build a
soldiers’ institute, persuaded his
neighbours to hold a week-long
fete. With their assistance, he

transformed the glen at the foot
of the bridge into a veritable fairy
dell! The pathway from the main
road to the glen, were artistically
illuminated with festoons of Chinese lanterns - all the way to the
banks of the Yarra. In the moon-
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the lion tamer awoke, patted the
lions, adorned his cape, and then
proceeded with his thrilling performance.”
Penleigh sold ‘The Robins’
in 1922 but tragically died in a
car accident at Warrigal in 1923,
when his son Robin Boyd was
just four years old. His wife Edith
lived until 1961.

ABOVE: “Laying among the Poppies” , pen and ink drawing by Boyd

light, with the reflection from the
lights, the river appeared as if it
were a stream of silver. Hidden
amongst the trees were gaily
decorated stalls which did a roaring trade. Food, drinks, dancing,
fireworks and music along with
many other attractions, entertained a multitude of residents
from the whole district.
The proprietor of a travelling
circus involved in the fete re-

ported to local constabulary that
their lion tamer, who had a drinking problem, was missing. All cafes and the hotel were searched
in vain, and finally the lion tamer
was found in the cage with the
lion and lioness. All three were
fast asleep!
The searchers attempted to
arouse the trio but were met with
noisy and frightening protests.
Eventually, after eight 8 hours

LTCOL Don Hughes (Rtd) was
a 29th intake Army Apprentice
(carpenter and joiner), and has
served in PNG with 12 CE Works,
and with the UN in Mozambique
undertaking De-mining. He is
currently President of the RAE
Association Victoria.

The Artist and “The Robins” residence

Theodore Penleigh Boyd (1890-1923) was a
noted landscape painter born in Westbury, Wiltshire, England to parents who were both successful painters. Before WW1 he became a successful and profitable artist travelling to Europe
where he married Edith Anderson (1880- 1961)
before purchasing about 14 acres in the township of Warrandyte sloping steeply down to the
Yarra River, to the north of the bridge, to establish the family seat - ‘The Robins’ - occupying it
in 1914, a time when a flourishing community of

artists began to settle around the township. The
records of the Robin Boyd Foundation describe
the home Penleigh designed as a: “single-storey
cottage with a generous attic that was broadly
Tudor - with a crooked terracotta gabled roof,
bay windows and cross-beamed ceilings. The
ground floor walls were constructed of earth
mixed with concrete, an early example of in-situ
concrete, and possibly one of the first examples of reinforced concrete being used to build
a house in Australia.”
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Announcing why we will gather
in our pub rather than march this
ANZAC Day in Melbourne

Barry Jones, President of
the SAS Association and great
friend of the Tunnel Rats has kept
us informed of developments
within the RSL and government
regarding the 2021 ANZAC Day
march in Melbourne.
The following summary
of his report shows clearly why
the Tunnel Rats Association has
opted to give the march a miss
this year. In simple terms; No
associations will march behind
their own banner. All banners for
each conflict will be carried in one
mass by Boy Scouts. We would
all have to individually register to
march, and on doing so would be
allocated to a group, comprising a
mixture of all units and all Corps.
We wouldn’t be marching with
our mates. The number of groups
depends on how many veterans
register. Our members would be
spread between different groups
and would have no hope of finding each other at the end of the
march to head to our reunion.
Here is Barry’s report:
“The Chief Marshall Anzac
Day services and the ADCC resolved to plan a march for Anzac
Day 2021. However, due to COVID, there are many complexities
which will probably mean many
veterans will decide it is simply
too hard.
The Dawn Service will be

restricted to 1500 balloted attendees only. Ballots still to be worked
out. there will be no Gunfire
Breakfast, and the post-march
commemorative service will be
restricted to about 15 minutes.
The March
DHHS social distancing rules will apply and they are
not expected to ease prior to 25
April. The March will begin at the
Arts Centre on St Kilda Rd. Social distancing, and separation of
contingents for contract tracing
purposes severely restricts the
space available for assembly.
There will be no descendants or allied country contingents
marching. Only Australian and
NZ veterans may march and they
will need to pre-register. The registration process is still to be determined.
All WW2 veterans will be
collected from home by the RACV
and seated in a VIP area at top of
the Shrine forecourt.
All other Aust/NZ veterans
who have pre-registered will be
divided into separate groupings
(pens) for assembly and corridors
for the March.
Boer War & WW1 banners
will be the first contingent - carried by cadets or scouts, followed
by the WW2 banners.
Contemporary veterans
will follow, led by their massed

banners carried by cadets or
scouts.
Vietnam and Korea veterans will be next, led by their
massed banners. Depending on
numbers, this group might be split
into two or three contingents. Carers will not be welcomed into the
March - it was decided if veterans
can’t handle this shorter distance
by themselves, they should sit out
the March.
Space restrictions due to
COVID rules will likely mean that
not all banners will be paraded.
The March will begin at
0930. Static bands are expected
to provide the beat. On completion of the March, participants will
be asked to quickly disperse to allow the next contingent to come
through.
Once clear of the Shrine
unit associations are obviously at
liberty to proceed to their chosen
reunions etc.
Obviously the major issue is the absence of connection
to Association banners and the
resultant difficulty in finding unit
members with whom to march.
I’m sure all will appreciate
that this whole event is an extremely challenging task for the
Chief Marshall and his 2IC, both
hardworking volunteers.
Regards, Barry Jones.”
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ANZAC DAY 2021

Be with your Tunnel Rat mates on ANZAC Day
Tunnel Rats in Adelaide
to march under their own
banner again this year
Working with RSL South
Australia, John Hoskin has negotiated for the Tunnel Rats to
march under their own banner
again in Adelaide this ANZAC
JohnBillserved
a Sqn
Tunnel
In JulyDay.
1970 Corporal
Cummings as
of 1 Fld
was manning the tiller of an aluminium assault craft
with
3 Troopto in
while Rat
attached
on operations
the1967/68.
Assault Pioneer Platoon of 2RAR. They were turned into sailors
John
has inbeen
communito conduct riverine
operations
the Rung
Sat, a vast tangle of waterways and mangrove swamps
with
as many
theCorporal
Tunnel
whichcating
run into the
coastline.
On left,of
beside
Cummings, is a Vietnamese National
Ratswho
heinterviewed
can find,
but if you
know
Policeman,
intercepted
sampan
owners.
of some who are unaware of the
march plans, please pass these
details on. All Tunnel Rats from
SA or any state are welcome to
Join them for the march and the
after-march gathering, which is
being organised by John, who ABOVE: Some of the Adelaide Tunnel Rats, proudly showing off their
will advise the location to all banner (from left to right): John Hoskin 3 troop 67/68, Kevin Simper 3
those attending. It will be in or troop 68/69, Don Shields 3 troop 68/69, John Douglas 2 troop 67/68,
Peter Clayton 2 troop 1968, John Peters 3 field troop 65/66.
close to the Adelaide CBD.
If you intend to be at the bers. Call John on 0417886100 in newspapers closer to the date
or you can contact John Hoskin
after-march gather, please ad- or email to hosko@esc.net.au.
as he expects to have these deDetails
of
the
march-off
lovise John Hoskin so he can let the
venue know approximate num- cation and time will be published tails sooner.
Head to Perth and step
out with the sandgropers

The Tunnel Rats in
Perth have been marching
under their own banner since
2007. Key contact there is Peter MacDonald (3 Troop 196768). Contact Peter for details
on where and when to meet
up, plus where to gather after
the march for a quiet ale or
two. Peter’s mobile number is
0419 090 273 or email him on:
petermac@tubal.com.au

Meet up with the Tunnel Rats in Melbourne at
their traditional reunion Pub for lunch and drinks

We explain on the previous page why we are not
marching this year, but we are
having a great gathering at our
reunion pub, The Prince Alfred
Hotel at 355 Bay St, Port Melbourne. Commencing at 11am
for a few drinks, we will have
a set price sit down lunch, fol-

lowed by an afternoon of great
comradeship over a few drinks
at bar prices and lots of war
stories. For catering purposes
please let Jim Marett know you
will be attending by texting or
calling on 0403 041 962 or by
email on:
tunnelrats.vietnam@gmail.com
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Modern-day “Tunnel Rats” of the US Border Patrol deal
with problems familiar to their Vietnam War forbears

ABOVE: Members of the Border Patrol’s Border Tunnel Entry Team enters a tunnel spanning the border between San Diego and Tijuana, Mexico. They are known in the Border Patrol as “tunnel rats” – anti-drug agents
who go in clandestine passages that have become commonplace on the US - Mexico border.

They are known in the U.S.
Border Patrol as “tunnel rats” –
agents who go into the clandestine passages that have proliferated on the U.S.-Mexico border
to smuggle drugs. On average
the tunnels 20 meters underground, one to two meters wide,
and usually equipped with a rail
system, lighting and ventilation.
Authorities have discovered
hundreds of these border tunnels
originating in Mexico and exiting
in the United States, some with
hydraulic lifts and water pumps.
The vast majority are in Arizona, where smugglers connect
to underground drainage canals
in Nogales, and in San Diego,
California across from densely
packed homes and businesses
in Tijuana.
Tunnels are generally used
for multi-ton loads of marijuana
because the drug’s bulk and
odour are difficult to conceal for ABOVE: Some of the more elaborate tunnels cost up to $2 million to conmotorists and pedestrians enter- struct, but drug smuggling profits more than cover the costs.
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ing the United States at official
border crossings, the preferred
method for smuggling methamphetamine and heroin. Authorities have also seized cocaine
in connection with two California tunnels, including one that
ran underwater from a house
in Mexicali, Mexico, to the AllAmerican Canal near the city of
Calexico.
The tunnels, which the DEA
generally attributes to Mexico’s
Sinaloa cartel, cost between $1
million and $2 million to build
and take months to complete,
but that investment quickly pays
off with the high profits from
smuggling.
The tunnels are mostly
found through informants, usually neighbours, but technology
also plays a part, with seismic
devices, acoustics and groundpenetrating radar being the most
common tools.
Investigators keep tabs on
who owns and rents warehouses in San Diego’s Otay Mesa
area for suspicious transactions.
They also visit businesses, asking them to report unusual construction equipment, piles of
dirt, jackhammer sounds, and
people coming and going at odd
hours.
Once the passages are
found, the “tunnel rats” go inside,
a dangerous assignment because there’s always a chance
the walls can collapse. They
map and measure the passages and work on filling them with
concrete to prevent them from
being used again.
For the Border Patrol’s Tunnel Rats the name is considered
by them to be a badge of honour
and a tribute to the soldiers who
went underground during the
Vietnam War. The Border Patrol
agents quickly acknowledge that
they aren’t finding booby traps
or performing demolitions, but
it’s still risky work, navigating in
tight spaces of dubious soil stability and air quality, alert to possible attacks by smugglers both
above and below ground.

BORDER PATROL TUNNEL RATS

Note the Tunnel Rat patch
on the agent’s sleeve

1966 Vietnam

2021 US Mexico border

1969 Vietnam

2021 US Mexico border
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Tunnel Rats List

All list enquires to Graeme Gartside (contact details below)
This is our latest list of former Tunnel Rats. If you are not on
the list and wish to be, please send your details (Troop, year,
phone number and address) to Graeme Gartside at email:
ggart@internode.on.net or by mail to Graeme Gartside, 9
Park Street Mt Gambier SA 5290
3 Field Troop (1965-66)
Ian Biddolph 02 4472 9434
Alan Christie 07 5494 6628
Brian Cleary 0438 239 387
Allan S Coleman RIP Sapper
Bill Corby 07 5502 1193
John “Tex” Cotter 07 4723 1244
“Meggsie” Dennis RIP Sapper
Des Evans 07 4128 2390
Ray Forster 07 3409 1907
Geoff Green 03 6272 8167
Barry Harford 08 8088 4371
Brian Hay 03 9444 6098
Keith Kermode 0427 233 063
Sandy MacGregor 02 9457 7133
Frank Mallard RIP Sapper
Thomas Mason RIP Sapper
Keith Mills 07 4770 7267
Bill Murray 0497 385 732
Warren Murray - RIP Sapper
John Opie 0427 280 703
Bernie Pollard 08 9248 3178
David Roper 0427 521 304
Bill Unmeopa - RIP Sapper
Snow Wilson Jnr 02 6649 3998
Chief Engineer Vietnam
John Hutcheson RIP Sapper
OC 1 Field Squadron
John Kemp 02 6288 3428
Rex Rowe RIP Sapper
1 Troop (1966-67)
Ray Bellinger 0407 952 670
Ray Burton 08 8268 4575
Ron Carroll 0408 884 327
Joe Cazey 07 3710 8102
Allan S Coleman RIP Sapper
Grahame Cook 02 4390 5159
Alan Hammond 0423 491 091
Cul Hart 0439 536 631
Ken Jolley 0438 616 733
Barry Kelly 07 4661 2898
Axel Kraft 08 9572 9597
Peter McTiernan 02 6557 5211
David Martin RIP Sapper
Gavin Menzies 02 6584 7257
John Olsen RIP Sapper
Ron Rockliffe 02 9789 4302
Sandy Sempel 0419 411 887
Trevor Shelley 0419 784 954
Ron Stibble 0447 028 986
“Jethro” Thompson 0732168906
Ross Tulloh 0418 223 345
Graham Zalewska-Moon
(Poland phone: 48-815177391)
1 Troop (1967-68)
Billy Adams 03 5974 2916
Henry Baggaley 0419 902 268
Reg Bament 02 6948 2524
Bruce Bevan 0402 334 614
Neville Bartels RIP Sapper
Col Campbell 0417 658 770

Dave Campbell 07 4225 6310
Bob Coleman 0408 519 500
Ross Comben 08 9535 2273
Jack Green RIP Sapper
Norm Hitchcock (Canada)
1-250-2455137
Ray Kenny RIP Sapper
Harry Klopcic 84 76 5842041
(Living in Vung Tau Vietnam)
Peter Koch 0413 222 046
Brian Lewis 0427 413 854
“Paddy” Maddigan RIP Sapper
Mike McCallum 02 6288 5113
John Neal 02 9982 6694
Barry O’Rourke 0409 546 717
Clive Pearsall 03 9459 4470
Terry Perkins 0413 343 168
Alan Rantall RIP Sapper
Ivan Scully 03 9802 0977
Peter Sheehan 03 9390 2834
Carlton “CP” Smith 0448 000 334
Colin Treasure 0409 902 980
Jim Trower 0418 842 744
1 Troop (1968-69)
Phil Baxter MM RIP Sapper
Adrian Black 0417 756 729
Mike Bruggemann 0409 441 992
Peter Carrodus RIP Sapper
Albert Eyssens 0407 875 287
Ken Ford 0418 669 689
Max Goiser 0409 717 143
Peter Hollis 0487 231 351
George Hulse 0412 341 363
Robert Laird 0408 561 748
Brian Lamb 02 6059 6947
Kent Luttrell 0408 387 641
Kerry McCormick 03 6344 5291
Keith Murley 0429 729 764
Alan Paynter 03 5975 7130
Richard Reilly 0408 321 487
Colin Spies 07 4743 4676
Garry Von Stanke 08 8725 5648
Cliff Truelove 02 6495 7844
Ken Wheatley RIP Sapper
Bob Wooley 03 6264 1485
David Wright 03 9435 4814
1 Troop (1969-70)
Kevin Atkinson 0488 411 571
Larry Batze 07 4033 2025
Mervyn Chesson 0419 806 323
Allan S Coleman RIP Sapper
Phil Cooper 0439 955 207
Gary Degering - RIP Sapper
John Felton 0467 612 342
Graham Fletcher 0408 822 489
Brian Forbes 0412 047 937
Jon Fuller 02 4774 1674
P. “Guts” Geisel 07 4092 1735
Terry Gleeson 0458 232 886
Graham Harvey 0418889739
Trevor Kelly 08 9538 1184

Des McKenzie 07 5448 3400
Anthony Marriott 03 6257 0279
Doug Myers 0421 904 562
Paul Ryan 0429 165 974
Les Slater 08 9361 0603
Max Slater 0412 772 849
Vic Smith 0432 916 485
Dave Sturmer 0422 664 942
1 Troop (1970-71)
Mick Augustus 07 3205 7401
Dan Brindley 02 6643 1693
Ian Campbell 03 9870 0313
Ray “Brute” Carroll 08 9342 3596
Raymond Collins 0419 837 833
Phil Duffy RIP Sapper
Harry Ednie 0408 391 371
Robin Farrell 0409 265 470
Bruce Fraser 07 5499 0508
Garth Griffiths 0435 902 386
“Paddy” Healy RIP Sapper
Peter Krause 02 6723 2835
John Lewis 07 3425 1524
R Loxton 0419 944 755
Barry Meldrum 03 5427 1162
Roger Newman 0487 413 854
Peter North 08 9279 5905
Denis Pegg 0408 024 816
Bob Pfeiffer 0497 501 960
John Severyn 0407 008 610
Garry Shoemark 02 6546 6778
Garry Sutcliffe 07 4684 3229
Donald Stringer 07 41559 515
Paul Taylor (NZ) (64)42990915
Terry Ward 02 6566 6163
Jim Weston 0419 260 463
John Wright 0413 291 110
2 Troop (1966-1967)
Richard Beck 0408 885 788
David Buring RIP Sapper
Ron Cain 02 6586 1412
Graeme Carey 02 6056 0997
Terry Gribbin 03 9722 9717
Alan Hammond 0423491091
Graeme Leach 07 4777 8627
Ken McCann 0409 938 830
Rod McClennan 07 3267 6907
Noel McDuffie RIP Sapper
Bob McKinnon 07 3267 0310
Peter Matthews RIP Sapper
Warren Morrow 0418 427 947
Dennis Quick 0439 786 168
Mick Shannon 08 8552 1746
Bob Sweeney 08 9248 4432
“Taffy” Williams 0423 628 319
2 Troop (1967-1968)
William Adams 0400 405 751
M. Ballantyne 08 8298 2515
John Beningfield 07 4778 4473
Peter Bennett 0418 915 550
Dennis Burge 08 8281 2270
Kenneth Butler 0414 897 889
Harry Cooling 07 4778 2013
Garry Cosgrove 02 4845 5153
Geoff Craven 0447 295 224
Peter Fontanini 0438 881 940
Roland Gloss 02 6367 5324
John Goldfinch 02 6674 0855
Paul Grills 07 4162 5235
John Jasinski 0435 799 426
Ron Johnston 07 3351 1609

Eddie Josephs 0417 882 491
Lew Jordan 03 6397 3261
Ray Kenny RIP Sapper
John Kiley 02 4228 4068
David Kitley 02 4735 4991
Bernard Ladyman 08 9795 7900
Warren McBurnie 02 6687 7030
Stephen McHenry 08 9344 6939
Eric McKerrow (Silent number)
Dave McNair 08 9725 2821
Kevin Moon 0423 005 756
Bob O’Connor 0418 742 219
Tony Parmenter 0417 856 877
Gary Phillips 0418 466 859
Brian Rankin 07 4775 5095
Hans Rehorn 03 5623 5572
Andrew Rogers RIP Sapper
Mick Robotham 0439 144 876
Geoff Russell 02 6342 1292
Robert Russell 03 5975 5329
Brian Sheehan 0438 933 631
Carlton “CP” Smith 0448 000 334
John Tramby 0428 659 048
John Willis 03 9363 7878
“Snow” Wilson RIP Sapper
2 Troop (1968-1969)
Bob Austin 02 6644 9237
Ross Bachmann 07 5495 1443
Don Beale 02 6971 2424
Richard Branch 0409 496 294
Harold Bromley 0417 050 614
Peter Brunton 0429 953 052
Jim Castles 02 9639 2941
Harry Claassen 07 3273 6701
Peter Clayton 0418 823 266
John Coe 07 4776 5585
Rod Crane RIP Sapper
John Douglas 0433 747 401
Robert Earl 02 4990 3601
Brian Forbes 0412 047 937
Robert Francis 0458 222 844
John Gilmore 08 9795 6847
Stan Golubenko 03 9361 2721
Paul Grills 07 4162 5235
Geoff Handley RIP Sapper
Ross Hansen 0409 225 721
Wayne Hynson 0425 720 696
Ray Jurkiewicz 07 3886 9054
Brian Lamb 02 6059 6947
Phil Lamb RIP Sapper
Wayne Lambley 07 3851 1837
Darryl Lavis 08 8263 9548
Peter Laws 02 4942 8131
Bud Lewis 0400 012 255
Rick Martin 02 6928 4253
Bill Matheson 0428 959 044
Bill Morris 08 9384 2686
Don Nicholls 0407 919 993
Colin Norris 02 4627 1180
Terry O’Donnell RIP Sapper
Rod Palmer 0417 672 643
Jimmy Paiano 0417 984 721
Allan Pearson 07 3281 1992
Gary Phillips 07-5474 0164
Ted Podlich 07 3862 9002
Daryl Porteous 07 4973 7663
Mick Weston 07 5444 3307
Ray White 03 9740 7141
2 Troop (1969-1970)
John Ash 03 5243 0268
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“Arab” Avotins 0401 344 911
Bruce Bofinger 02 4872 3175
Frank Brady 02 6555 5200
David Brook 03 9546 2868
Jim Burrough 0400 884 633
Ron Coman 0487 186 840
Kevin Connor 0408 748 172
Garry Cosgrove 02 4845 5153
Arthur Davies 0412 823 112
Grumpy Foster 07 4041 2321
Graeme Gartside 08 8725 6900
Doug George 0419 475 246
Greg Gough 0417 911 173
Brad Hannaford 08 8389 2217
John Hopman 02 9398 5258
Chris Koulouris 02 4952 6341
Bill Lamb 0418 424 208
Phil Lamb RIP Sapper
Mick Loughlin 07 4060 3039
Mick Lee 07 5543 5001
Marty McGrath 02 6059 1204
Jim Marett 03 9824 4967
Bob Ottery 03 5199 2516
Bevan Percival 07 5573 6925
Pedro Piromanski 08 9306 8169
Ian Pitt 0428 492 018
Jack Power 07 4955 3761
Colin Redacliff RIP Sapper
Rolf Schaefer 08 8962 1391
Brian “BC” Scott 0400 713 994
Peter Scott 0425 225 836
“Roo Dog” Scott 0400 799 577
Les Shelley 07 3264 4041
Jimmy Shugg 08 9776 1471
Mick Van Poeteren 0425 749 576
Gerry Wallbridge 03 9803 4223
Dennis Wilson 08 8659 1189
Stephen Wilson 07 5538 2179
2 Troop (1970-1971)
Bruce Arrow 02 6288 3872
Mick Bergin 0427 742 175
Graham Besford 03 9439 2661
Mal Botfield 0434 536 435
John Brady 0437 881 174
David Briggs 08 9537 6956
Keith Burley 07 5543 0990
Peter Cairns 0400 039 446
Brian Christian 07 4778 6602
Grahame Clark 0408 533 869
Dennis Coghlan 0429 938 445
“Sam” Collins 0400 184 673
Ron Cook 0414 508 686
Jock Coutts 08 9279 1946

Bill Craig 08 9530 1008
Denis Crawford 03 9497 3256
John Cross RIP Sapper
Robin Date 03 9783 3202
Gino De Bari 0450 931 112
Harry Eustace RIP Sapper
Des Evans 07 4128 2390
Harry Eustace RIP Sapper
Bruce Fenwick 0408 434 529
Ray Fulton 03 6288 1176
Ziggy Gniot RIP Sapper
Bob Hamblyn RIP Sapper
Cec Harris 02 6629 3373
Paddy Healy RIP Sapper
Kevin Hodge 08 8322 2619
Paul Jones 02 6231 5963
Jim Kelton 0488 972 139
Kevin Lappin 0419 741 239
Gary McClintock 0428 739 909
Peter McCole 03 5155 9368
Bob McGlinn 07 5426 1597
Ian McLean 0412 431 297
Jeff Maddock 0438 069 803
Leon Madeley 0448 467 768
Bill Marshall 0415 688 788
Rod O’Regan 0419 431 79
Graeme Pengelly 0407 138 124
Des Polden 03 6223 3830
Keith Ramsay 0439 856 933
Mick Rasmussen 0428 790 645
Ron Reid 0427 461 297
Gary Sangster 0427 224 099
John Scanlan 0488 132 903
Peter Schreiber 02 6569 3390
Garry Shoemark 02 6546 6778
Alex Skowronski RIP Sapper
John Smith 0400 032 502
Roy Sojan 08 9926 1235
John Stonehouse 08 9653 1895
Peter Swanson 0401 392 617
John Tick 04 3898 7262
Steve Walton RIP Sapper
Terry Wake 07 4786 2625
Dave Young 0418 425 429
2 Troop (1971-72)
Warren Pantall 0417 096 802
3 Troop (1967-68)
Ken Arnold 02 6974 1181
Dennis Baker 08 89527281
Chuck Bonzas RIP Sapper
Bruce Breddin 0418 766 759
Norm Cairns 0498 765 425
Kerry Caughey 03 5971 4188
David Clark 08 8388 7728
Bob Coleman 03 5332 0975
Jim Dowson 03 5662 3291
Bob Embrey 07 3351 1222
Peter Fontanini 0438 881 940
Barry Gilbert 03 5023 6657
Brian Hopkins 08 9751 4946
John Hoskin 0417 886 100
Jack Lawson 0429 798 673
Peter MacDonald 0419 909 273
Barrie Morgan 0437 861 945
Michael O’Hearn 0429 327 509
Alan Pascoe 07 5463 2152
Gary Pohlner 0427 172 900
Peter Pont 07 4095 0150
Tom Simons RIP
Kevin Shugg 0411 144 500

Mervyn Spear 0431 212 960
Frank Sweeney RIP
Brian Thomson 0428 551 68
Vic Underwood 0429 907 989
Murray Walker 08 9332 6410
Glenn Weise 0488 741 174
Mick Woodhams 08 9459 0130
Bob Yewen 0435 051 475
Ken Young 0409 124 096
3 Troop (1968-69)
Geoff Box 08 9731 2757
Col Campbell 0417 658 770
Barry Chambers 0401 119 999
Neil Garrett 03 5798 1522
Brian Glyde 02 4455 7404
Peter Graham 0428 325 182
Peter Gray 0437711348
Derwyn Hage 0408 802 038
John Hollis 0437 711 348
“Sam” Houston 07 5495 5480
Phil Lamb RIP Sapper
Ian Lauder 08 9419 5375
Kent Luttrell 0408 387 641
John Murphy 08 9493 3771
John Nulty 02 6927 3535
Ted O’Malley 0428 243 351
Barry Parnell 07 4947 1976
Bob Pritchard RIP Sapper
Art Richardson 0407 505 365
Greg Roberts 03 5941 2269
Warren Ross 02 6556 0133
Walter Schwartz 0439 512 322
Don Shields 08 8297 8619
Kevin Simper 0423 5248 84
Tony Toussaint 0417 249 235.
Ray Vander Heiden 0410312807
Wal Warby 0418 240 394
Ray White 03 9740 7141
Three Troop (1969-70)
Chris Brooks 0407 186 207
Jim Burrough 0400 884 633
Terry Cartlidge 0411 252 859
Bruce Crawford 02 6628 0846
Greg Cullen 0427 050 208
Richard Day 08 8088 4129
Phil Devine 0439 066 012
Bob Done RIP Sapper
Ray Fulton 03 6288 1176
Graham Fromm 0429 322 561
Doug George 0419 475 246
Graham Harvey 07 5445 2636
Robert Hewett 0422 165 003
Trevor Hughes 0419 883 281
Darrel Jensen 0428 387 203
Mike King 08 9764 1080
Rod Kirby 07 4973 7726
Peter Knight 02 6247 6272
Gerry Lyall RIP Sapper
Phil McCann 0417 423 450
Chris MacGregor 02 4472 3250
Norm Martin 02 4953 1331
Jock Meldrum MID 0456 002 701
Roelof Methorst 0411 473 817
Gary Miller MM 0407 586 241
“Jacko” Miller 03 6267 4411
Chris Muller 0458 650 113
Danny Mulvany RIP Sapper
Vin Neale 03 9786 1549
Peter Phillips 0429 362 935
G. Rentmeester 03 9735 5236

Brian “BC” Scott 0400 713 994
Paul Scott 02 6656 0730
Gordon Temby 0419 954 658
Peter Thorp MID 0405 845 787
“Curly” Tuttleby 08 8953 2335
Hank Veenhuizen 0407 487 167
Jock Wallace 07 3882 6513
“Wonzer” White 02 9833 0580
Three Troop (1970-71)
Robert Allardice 0439 076 891
Steve Armbrust RIP Sapper
Errol Armitage 07 5598 8018
Geoff Ansell 0434 178 696
Bob Bament 02 6071 3527
Mike Barnett 02 9869 7132
John Beningfield 07 4778 4473
Darryel Binns 0417 170 171
Trevor Boaden 0448 160 944
Mal Botfield 0434 536 435
Ian Campbell 03 9870 0313
Terry Cartlidge 0411 252 859
Brian Christian 07 4778 6602
Bob Clare 03 5439 5532
Ray Clark 08 9772 1162
Graeme Clarke 07 4128 4660
Ted Clarke 0438 225 844
Allan J Coleman 02 9838 4848
Steve Collett 08 9371 0075
John Davey 07 3378 4316
Chris Ellis 0409 299 520
Kevin Hodge 08 8322 2619
John Jones 08 8357 5226
Kenny Laughton 0498 566 508
Garry Lourigan 02 4844 5545
Darcy McKenzie RIP Sapper
R. McKenzie-Clark 08 9729 1162
Robert McLeay 0429 861 122
Jock Meldrum MID 0456 002 701
Roelof Methorst 0416 834 846
Carlo Mikkelsen
(New Zealand) 64 9 3776322
Ben Passarelli 0411 340 236
Robert Reed RIP Sapper
Dale Rosengren 0466 244 367
Paul Scott 02 6656 0730
Les Shelley 07 3264 4041
John Steen 0419 772 375
John Tatler - RIP Sapper
Gordon Temby 08 9757 2016
Peter Vandenberg RIP Sapper
Brian Wakefield 0427 350 713
Kevin White 02 8517 3278
David Wilson 0401 726 090
Three Troop (1971-72)
Bradley Bauer 0749281152
Trevor “Zip” Button 0434 332 789
Ron Byron 0439 910 568
Jim Dewing 0402 433 776
Mike Dutton 0438 627 140
Alan Gorman 0413 063 336
John Jones 0417 836 538
Brenton J Smith 0408 806 685
Peter Weingott 0418 870 496
US Tunnel Rats
Stephen “Shorty” Menendez
menendez@toast.net
John Thiel
drjthiel@gmail.com
Mark Morrison
lmorrison18@cox.net
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of the Combat engineer”
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