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Huge enemy hospital
complex found in the
May Tao Mountains



Enemy bunker systems featured an impressive array of fhe furniture and 
facilities crafted from local timbers. The Viet Cong were ingenious at turn-
ing twigs and branches into useable items. The above dunny would have 
required a certain level of accuracy, and was perhaps light on comfort, but 
it served its purpose. 

Sapper Graham Hooper (left) is in the 1st Australian Field Hospital at Vung 
Tau, recovering from a gunshot wound to the leg, received on 19 Decem-
ber 1968, while working in a Splinter Team attached to A Company 1RAR. 
Expecting a visit from Santa, with perhaps a sack filled with cold beers and 
Aussie meat pies, Graham instead receives a visit from the then Minister 
for Air, Gordon Freeth (right). Graham recovered well and returned to Tun-
nel Rat duties with his Troop. 

“You don’t look like Santa to me”
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Viet Cong crapper - deluxe model 
Pages of great pics from the past to 
amaze and amuse. Photo contribitions 
welcome. Send your favourite Vietnam 
pics (with descriptions, names and ap-
prox dates) to Jim Marett 43 Heyington 
Place Toorak Vic 3142 or by email to:
tunnelrat@optusnet.com.au

Nostalgia
Pages



LEFT: In the foreground of the pho-
to are Sappers Marty McGrath (left) 
and Arthur  Davies, both Tunnel 
Rats with 2 Troop 1 Field Squadron 
It’s early 1970 and Marty and Arthur 
have been attached as a Mini-Team 
to a troop of Armoured Personnel 
Carriers. The lads are hardly on 
full alert, and in fact look decidedly 
switched off. It’s probably due to yet 
another one of those “hurry up and 
wait” experiences so common with 
Army operations at the time. At the 
bottom right of the photo is a sec-
tion of rolled up cyclone wire mate-
rial. This was placed in front of the 
APC at night to pre-detonate any in-
coming rocket propelled grenades.    

Sappers slip into laid-back mode

Tunnel Rats ply their trade
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“What the...”

These Tunnel Rats are setting up an enemy bunker for 
demolition. They are obviously camera shy, so we can’t 
see any of their faces to identify them. Can you help?  
We do know they are on an 8RAR operation, but we 
know little else. It’s clearly the dry season, and by the 
quality of the bunker they are working on, this would 
have been quite a large complex, containing perhaps 
30 or more bunkers.   

How come soldiers in other units within our Corps seemed 
to have all the fun? In May 1967. Sapper Bruce Pattin-
son takes aim using the 40mm Bofors gun on board the 
Army’s Medium Landing Ship, Vernon Sturdee. The ship 
was used to ferry supplies to Baria and Saigon, making 
at least two trips a week. We’re not sure whether the ship 
was ever fired on, but clearly nobody is going to get past 
“Dead-Eye” Bruce.



We often came across these fuel tanks while on patrol, with the forward 
scout usually thinking they were a huge unexploded bomb!  Today, many 
have been enterprisingly recycled into boats. All it took was a bit of work 
with the tin snips and tacking on an outboard motor. This boat in the north 
of Vietnam still has the metal factory label (above) originally attached to 
the tank. The round hull may create a few stability issues, but there’s ap-
parently no Marine Authority around to check such trivial things.   

Here’s what happened to all those
fuel tanks jettisoned over Vietnam?

“What the...”

Sapper Bob Ottery, a Tunnel Rat 
with 2 TP 69/70, swears he took this 
photo at the US Beachcomer Club. 
Bob says the entire show had a na-
tive American Indian theme - with all 
Vietnamese singers and dancers!  
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On Operation Coburg in February 
1968, two Tunnel Rats from 3 Troop 
take a break from their normal tasks 
to carry out that perenial Army job 
of filling sandbags. Sapper Brian 
Hopkins (left), and Sapper Vic Un-
derwood consider it a breeze com-
pared to walking with the Grunts. 
Little did they know the Operation 
was  to result in some of the heavi-
est fighting experienced by Aus-
tralian troops during the war. The 
fighting at FSB Andersen ran from 
17−28 February 1968.
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“These might come 
in handy mate”

 

 

 



There must have been a shortage of Claymore Mines. 
These 82mm mortar bombs were seen strung on the 
perimeter fence of an ARVN base at Long Phuoc Hai 
in 1970. They were wired up with electric detonators. 
The sign warns pedestrians away. No doubt the mortar 
rounds were an attractive item for the VC to grab.

Advice from the expert
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“Stick close to the tape mate”

In November 1968, Sapper Michael O’Hearn (left), a 
Tunnel Rat with 3 Troop has been lucky enough to be 
in camp at Nui Dat to scoop up a few bargains at the 
canteen to send home for Christmas. Any visit to the 
canteen was a time of wonder, trying to figure out how 
on earth you could get a job working there - although 
the Chomper Ants out bush were kinder and gentler 
than some of the canteen staff. Serving Michael is Pri-
vate Rick Cook of the 2nd Australian Field Canteen 

Counter insurgency work

In early 1968, soldiers, probably from 3RAR are moving 
through a section of the Long Hai hills that has recently  
been subjected to B52 strikes and artillery bombard-
ment, as part of the lead up to Operation Pinnaroo. The  
area was notorious for mines and booby-traps, so the 
Tunnel Rats were called in to clear safelanes. The safe 
areas are indicated by the white tape. In such a heavily 
mined area it was a big call to declare the ground safe - 
adding to the pressure for the Tunnel Rats. 

Inside knowledge of the Viet Cong’s methods and tac-
tics pays dividends. Here a former VC, Bushman Scout, 
Son (right) is showing the Aussies the indications in the 
vegetation warning of a booby-trapped area ahead. The 
sign comprised of reeds bunched together and laid over, 
pointing in the direction of the booby-trap. 

Novel defence device



Sapper Robert ‘Scotty’ Wilson 
served two tours of duty in Viet-
nam. The first, from April 1969 to 
April 1970, was with 104 Signal 
Squadron, and the second, starting 
in February 1971, was with 1 Field 
Squadron. This portrait was prob-
ably taken shortly before his depar-
ture on his first tour. On his second 
tour Robert died of injuries in the 
US Army 24th Evacuation Hospital 
at Long Binh, on 16 July 1971.

Gently does it
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These two Sappers are checking out the entrance to a bunker for any 
mines or booby traps before entering to set it up for demolition. One is 
prodding the ground for mines, while the other is gently lifting foliage. This 
was a 6RAR Operation in 1967. Can anyone tell us who the lads are?

Standing proud

Just chilling out
Sapper Allan Reid, a Tunnel Rat with 
3 Field Troop relaxes in his lines af-
ter a hard day’s work. The sun is set-
ting and the boozer is open. 

This beast was spotted parked in the US base at Vung Tau. It is four 50 Cal 
machine guns all connected to the one trigger device. And the whole thing 
was mounted onto the back of a truck. We suspect it was used to escort 
road convoys between Vung Tau and Saigon. These convoys ran each day, 
so the enemy knew that evey day they’d have a few good target opportuni-
ties. This would have pushed out some awesome firepower, and being 50 
Cal, would have had the ablity to engage targets at long ditances. It must 
have made a helluva racket when pumping out thos big fat rounds, four at a 
time. The “Eve of Destruction” was a line from a popular song at the time.

Only the Yanks could create this monster



Who said the Grunts 
never helped us out

This Soldier is dealing with the much 
hated, and very unstable cluster 
bombs. Can anyone help us identify 
him? It is thought to be  on Opera-
tion Ingham. The bomblets and oth-
er rounds have been placed in the 
bunker for demolition. The bunker 
was actually a hospital facility, with 
an operating table and some rather 
gruesome instruments. The room 
could only be accessed by tunnel, 
and the entrance can just be seen 
behind the soldier. A large cache of 
weapons and important documents 
were found as well.

Nasty stuff
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This haunting photograph, which graced every Caribou briefing room, was a 
grim reminder that the Viet Cong and the NVA were not the only problem for 
pilots in Vietnam. This incident occurred in August of 1967 when the Caribou 
(tail number 62-4161) flew into the line of fire of a 155mm howitzer. This 
was early in the transition of the Caribou from the Army to the Air Force and 
highlighted the need for far better coordination amongst the services.

The importance of getting air clearance
No survivors

Legend has it that while the Tunnel 
Rats slaved away searching and 
blowing up enemy bunkers and tun-
nels, our Infantry comrades took the 
opportunity to rest up and relax. It 
was mostly true, but here’s hard evi-
dence of a rebel Infantryman actually 
giving a Tunnel Rat a helping hand.  
Can anyone identify the lucky Sap-
per? It is January 1971, the Battal-
ion is 7RAR, the bunkers had been 
occupied by Viet Cong of the D445 
Battalion, and was found north-west 
of the village of Xuyen Moc.

This APC hit an anti-tank mine in 
June 1969 on 5RAR’s Operation 
Esso. It happened near the base of 
the Long Hai Hills, the morning after 
VC had been sited in the immediate 
area and fired upon. The driver and 
crew commander were both killed. 



The trip is for eight nights in Viet-
nam, (one night in Saigon, then 
five nights in Vung Tau followed 
by two more nights in Saigon).
 Rather than adding to the 
costs and travel time by forcing 
everyone to depart from one city 
in Australia, each person will book 
and pay for their own return air 
ticket to Saigon, enabling them to 
find the best air ticket deal from 
their city.
 The plan is for us all to 
meet in Saigon on Saturday 
March 28th and from there the 

Tour will commence.
 The first event is on the 
28th – welcome drinks at 6pm. 
Book your air travel carefully to 
ensure you arrive in Saigon in 
time to get to the hotel, check-in 
and make it to the 6pm function. If 

the airline you choose arrives too 
late, book your flight to arrive the 
day prior and we’ll book an extra 
night in the hotel for you. 
 Shop around for the best 
airfare. There are plenty of air-
lines flying into Saigon, so don’t 
grab the first airfare you find. Di-
rect, non-stop flights take less 
time and there is no danger of 
missing a connecting flight, but it 
may be cheaper to fly on a non-
direct flight via another city. Viet-
nam Airlines, and Qantas fly di-
rect non-stop to Saigon, and there 

Focussed on Tunnel Rats, we’ll visit all the key battle and operation-
al areas, including the infamous barrier minefield and the caves and 
tunnels of the enemy’s base in the Long Hai Mountains. We’ll host a 
BBQ with our former enemy, the men who served with 33 NVA Regi-
ment, now based in Binh Ba. We’lI tour the enemy tunnels at Cu 
Chi and Long Phuoc. We’ll hold a memorial service for our 36 fallen 
comrades, at the memorial rock which still sits in our former 1 Field 
Squadron HQ area at Nui Dat - followed by a traditional Troop BBQ 
(piss-up). We’ll do a nostalgia tour of Vungers, visiting The Flags 
area, the old Badcoe Club area, the old R&C leave Centre, sites 
of infamous old bars and other places of former ill-repute, plus of 
course the Grand Hotel where we’ll have a beer for old times sake. 

Join us on our ultimate trip back to Vietnam

All current serving 
Combat Engineers 
are also invited on 

the tour, and we’ll be 
honoured to have 

them aboard 

TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - 28 MARCH - 5 APRIL 2015
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are regular flights out of Australia 
to Saigon via Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur, Bangkok or Brunei. 
 The planned return date 
for leaving Saigon to head back 
home is Sunday 5th April. 
 Our tour is for guys only – 
with the only exception being any 
current serving female members 
of Combat Engineer units who 
may wish to join the tour. 
 Tunnel Rats are welcome 
to have their sons (minimum age 
18) come along on the trip, and 
Tunnel Rats are also welcome to 
ask a best mate along to share the 
experience. Sons and mates will 
collectively be known as “worth-
less civilians” on the tour, and 
may be asked to perform menial 
tasks from time to time.
 The cost includes eight 
nights in hotels including all 
breakfasts, plus all specified 
tours, English speaking guides, 
tips, permits and buses and other 
tour transport in Vietnam.  
 This time our special 
lunches and dinners are also in-
cluded in the cost (rather than col-
lect for them on the day). These 
include the Welcome Dinner, the 
BBQ and piss-up at Nui Dat, the 
dinner following the concert by 
former NVA entertainers, and the 
Farewell Dinner. All other lunch-
es, dinners and drinks will be at 
our own expense.
 The full cost for all of this 
is $1,000 per person if you are 
sharing a room (twin share) or 
$1300 if you want a room of your 
own. 
 We’d appreciate receiving 
your initial bookings and deposit 
ASAP so we can lock down all 
the tours and other details. If for 
any reason you later need to pull 
out, you’ll receive a full refund. 
 At our welcome drinks in 
Saigon you’ll receive an overall 
briefing on the tour. Then each 
morning of the tour you’ll receive 
a detailed briefing on that day’s 

activity, often with associated 
documents and maps. We’ll take 
that opportunity to also report on 
who has gone AWOL, or has had 
a unique tour experience worth 
sharing. 
 We’ll return to our hotel 
each day in time to enjoy drinks 
together at the Designated Booz-
er before people go their own 
way for the evening. The com-
radeship of these drink sessions 
are a highlight of the tour.

TOP: We’ll visit our old enemy, 
have a few beers with them, and 

discover that they’re proud old 
soldiers just like we are.

ABOVE:  We’ll enjoy a BBQ 
lunch and piss-up in our old lines 
area at Nui Dat (no two cans per 

man per day limit this time).

TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - 28 MARCH -5 APRIL 2015
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Day 1: Australia to Saigon:
 People will be arriving at 
different times throughout the day 
(or the day before). You’ll be met 
at the Saigon airport and trans-
ferred to the Continental Palace 
hotel. After check-in you’re free to 
roam but be back in time for Wel-
come Drinks at 6pm, followed by 
dinner. Overnight in Saigon.

Day 2: Saigon to Vung Tau
 After check-out we’ll trans-
fer to the Rex hotel in Vung Tau 
by bus. After lunch, we’ll do our 
nostalgia tour of Vung Tau by bus 
and foot, taking in lots of nostalgic 
sights. Overnight in Vung Tau.

Day 3: Baria and Long Phuoc
 In the morning we head to 
Baria where we’ll visit the Austra-
lian funded orphanage. Then it’s 
off to the Long Phuoc area (close 
to Nui Dat) to visit the tunnels 
there and meet up with some of 
the old VC who used the tunnels  
during the war. This site includes 
a visit to the memorial to the lo-
cal VC who were killed during the 
war. Overnight in VungTau.
Day 4: Long Tan, plus Binh Ba
 We’ll visit the Long Tan bat-
tlefield and memorial where we’ll 
place a wreath in remembrance 
of all Australians KIA in Vietnam. 

We then head to Binh Ba to meet 
with our former enemy, veterans 
of the 33 NVA Regiment. Over-
night in Vung Tau.

Day 5 nui Dat
 We’ll tour the old base 
camp including, SAS Hill, 
Luscombe Field, Rowe’s Lagoon 
and the old Troop Lines areas of 1 
Fld Sqn. We’ll then hold a memo-
rial service for our 35 fallen Tun-
nel Rat comrades, right on the 
site of our former Squadron HQ 
at Nui Dat, and at the actual cer-
emonial rock placed there in April 
1970, which is still there. This will 
be followed by a traditional Troop 
BBQ (piss-up) amongst the rub-
ber trees. Overnight in Vung Tau.

Day 6: The Horseshoe, mine-
field and Long Hai Mountains
 The Horseshoe feature 
was the starting point of the 11km 
long barrier minefield laid by 1 Fld 
Sqn Sappers. We’ll meet with for-

mer VC who actually lifted mines 
from the minefield to be used 
against us. We’ll visit the site of 
several mine incidents with men 
who were there at the time. Then 
we’ll visit the Long Hai Mountains, 
which was the VC’s big base 
camp in our area, and a place of 
much grief for the Aussie troops. 
The VC called it the “Minh Dam 
Secret Zone” and it now features 
a beautiful memorial to the VC 
killed throughout the province. 
Vung Tau
 You’ll have plenty of time 
each evening and most after-
noons to relax, explore Vung Tau, 
laze by the hotel pool, go shop-
ping, walk along the beach, go 
for a nostalgic bar crawl with your 
mates, or simply stroll the streets 
and soak up the atmosphere.
Day 7: Vung Tau to Saigon
 It’s back to Saigon where 
you are free this day for a bit of 
shopping and sightseeing. Over-
night in Saigon.

Day 8: cu chi Tunnels Tour
 We’ll have a guided tour 
just for our group plus the chance 
to fire the AK47 and Armalite 
weapons on their range (cost 
US$1 per bullet). Then we head 
back to Saigon, where you’ll have 
time for a bit of shopping and a 
rest before our big farewell din-
ner. 
Day 9: Time to head home 
 Transfer to the airport to 
depart for Australia, or stay on 
and tour more of Vietnam on your 
own arrangements.

HEADING BACK TO VIETNAMTUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - 28 MARCH - 5 APRIL 2015
Take a look at our day to day itinerary
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Sharing Sapper experiences  
We’re excited on multiple levels 
about the aspect of sharing this 
trip with current serving Sap-
pers. The similarities of our tasks 
in Vietnam and their tasks in Af-
ghanistan are striking.  
On one level we hope the young 
Sappers will get an understand-
ing of how we operated in terms 
of combat engineer tasks, partic-
ularly when attached to Infantry 
and Armoured units. 
 They’ll gain an insight into 
the casualties we suffered, and 

why, plus how we coped with it. 
They’ll see first-hand the simi-
larities between our tasks in Viet-
nam and theirs in Afghanistan, 
and how much better trained and 
equipped they are than we were.
 There will be the unique 
experience of melding together 
the incredible comradeship the 
old and the young Sappers enjoy 
as a result of our service.
 We have great respect for 
and empathy with serving Sap-
pers in Combat Engineer roles 
today. 

 It will be a privilege for us 
to share time with these current 
serving soldiers in our former war 
zone, and hear their experiences 
in Iraq, Afghanistan and else-
where over a few beers. 
 And of course it’s an in-
credible experience for us old 
Sappers too, to be around these 
brave and bright young soldiers. 
 Serving Sappers of all 
ranks are welcome - as long as 
they currently serve, or have 
served in a Combat Engineer 
unit. 
 If you’re a serving Sapper 
and you wish to join us on the 
tour, simply fill in the form.
 If you are a serving Sapper 
and have any questions about the 
tour, contact Jim Marett on:
0403 041 962 
or by email on: 
tunnelrat@optusnet.com.au

HEADING BACK TO VIETNAM

Different wars, but nothing 
changes -The similarities in our 

roles are  extraordinary

TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - 28 MARCH - 5 APRIL 2015

 Following many discussions with sections of the 
Army and in particular the Corps of Engineers, a big aim 
for us on this tour is to invite and mentor current serving 
Combat Engineers. 
 Many Combat Engineer Afghanistan veterans are 
suffering high levels of PTSD. We know what that’s all 
about - and it’s our duty and our privilege to take these 
soldiers on a journey with us, back to the scene of our 
conflict, to show them that incredibly positive things can 
come out of the combat experience. 
 We’ll share with them, how four decades later we go 
there and honour our fallen comrades. We’ll show them 
that, in our case at least, we can meet with former enemy, 
on the same level - as old soldiers. We’ll visit the sites of 
incidents with men that were involved in those incidents - 
and see that it can be a healing process. 
 And perhaps best of all, and probably over beers at 
the end of each day, we’ll show the incredible comrade-
ship we enjoy, and how this comradeship extends equally 
to them, our brother Sappers.        

We’re inviting young Combat Engineers to join us on the tour
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Five nights at 
The rex Hotel Vung Tau

 Facing the “Front Beach” 
in Vung Tau, the Rex is a good 
base for us for our tours to the 
old operational areas of Phuoc 
Tuy Province. The hotel is an 
easy walk to popular bars and 
restaurants, and a short stroll to 
“The Flags” (or where they used 
to be). It is also just up the road 
from the famous Grand Hotel. 
It has a great pool and a good 
breakfast area for us to gather at 
each morning. 

Our hotels in Saigon and Vung Tau

An SOER soldier fully kitted out

TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - 28 MARCH - 5 APRIL 2015

One night at the historic 
Hotel continental Saigon

 Built in 1880 during the 
French Colonial days, the hotel 
catered to wealthy traders and 
rubber plantation owners. During 
the war it was home to many jour-
nalists and war correspondents 
and reputedly for spies from both 
sides. Time magazines had their 
office on the second floor of the 
hotel. Mathieu Francini, a reputed 
gangster from Corsica took over 
the hotel in 1930, and later his 
son Philippe ran it until the Com-
munist takeover in April 1975. 
The hotel has been superbly re-
furbished.
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BELOW: A typical room at the Rex Hotel in Vung Tau.  
All are airconditioned and have ensuite bathrooms. 

RIGHT: A superb sunset over the bay from a seaview 
room at The Rex Hotel Vung Tau.

Two nights at 
The Grand Hotel Saigon

 Our last two nights are 
spent at the historic Grand Hotel 
(left). It’s a place rich in history and 
boasting some superb French art 
deco architecture. Lots of shops 
and restaurants nearby. Plenty 
of taxis available out front all the 
time. The pool (below left) is in a 
central courtyard. Originally built 
as the Saigon Palace in 1930 
(see below), the hotel has been 
totally refurbished, retaining the 
original style of the rooms in the 
old wing.  

TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - 28 MARCH - 5 APRIL 2015
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 A highlight of our tour 
back to Vietnam will be beers 
and a BBQ lunch with our former 
enemy, Veterans of the 33 NVA 
Regiment. In Binh Ba these men 
have established a clubhouse 
and a beautiful memorial to their 
fallen comrades. 
 We’ll meet with them on 
the simple basis, that we’re all 
old soldiers who did our duty and 
respect the fact that we each 
honour our fallen comrades.
 The 33 NVA Regiment 
was a well-trained regiment of the 
North Vietnam People’s Army, 
and regularly fought against Aus-
tralian troops operating in and 
around Phuoc Tuy Province.
 The 33 NVA regiment or 
elements of it participated in bat-
tles at Binh Ba, Long Khanh and 
Nui Le against Australian Army 
forces, as well as many other 
smaller actions. 
 In September 1971, just 
weeks before Australian troops 
were due to leave for home, 
4RAR fought Australia’s last 
battle of the Vietnam War and it 
was primarily a battle against the 

crack 33 NVA Regiment. 
 In what became known as 
the Battle of Nui Le, 24 Austra-
lian soldiers were wounded and 
five were killed in just one day 
of action against 33 NVA Regi-
ment. All were from 4RAR, and 
they were the last Australians to 
die in combat in Vietnam. 
 At the time, the 33 NVA 
Regiment was the most dan-
gerous enemy force confront-
ing the Australians. The North 
Vietnamese soldiers, said 4RAR 
intelligence officer Captain R. 
L. Sayce, “planned well, carried 
out detailed reconnaissance and 
moved carefully. They were past 

masters at laying out ambushes, 
they employed snipers from tree 
tops, built well-sited, solid bun-
kers and cut effective fire lanes. 
They were generally well disci-
plined, making little noise during 
movement or while in camp, and 
strictly adhered to the doctrine of 
always carrying out their wound-
ed and dead after a contact if 
possible.”
 The 33 NVA Regiment 
memorial at Binh Ba lists 2,100 
killed in the war, out of an esti-
mated 4,000 Vietnamese Viet 
Cong and NVA killed in the two 
provinces Australian troops op-
erated in from 1966 to 1972.

33 NVA Regiment soldiers cross a river on their march towards 
Phuoc Tuy Province (Australian War Memorial collection photo)

33 NVA Regiment Veterans at their memorial complex in Binh Ba

Machine-gunner Private 
‘Jimmy” Duff of 12 Platoon, D 
Company, 4RAR/NZ, fills his 
water bottle in August 1971. 

One month later he was killed 
at the Battle of Nui Le, one of 

the last Australian battle casu-
alties of the Vietnam War. 

TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - 28 MARCH - 5 APRIL 2015
we’ll have lunch 
with our former 

enemy
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1st Combat
Engineer Regiment

The home of our heritage
1st Field Squadron

 The Australian Tunnel 
Rats in Vietnam were the men 
who served in the Field Troops 
of 1st Field Squadron RAE, and 
with 3 Field Troop, the advance 
element of 1st Field Squadron in 
Vietnam.
 Our beloved 1st Field 
Squadron (1FD SQN) is now a 
part of the 1st Combat Engineer 
Regiment (1 CER), based in Dar-
win, Northern Territory, which itself 
is attached to the 1st Brigade.
 The current structure of 1 
CER is:
• 1st Field Squadron 
• 9th Field Squadron 
• 23rd Support Squadron 
• Operational Support Squadron
 1 CER was raised on 1 
March 1993 around the 1 FD SQN 
RAE, itself raised from 1 Field En-
gineer Regiment (1FER), in July 
1981 at Holsworthy Barracks, 
Sydney. The regiment moved 
from Sydney in late 1999 to Dar-
win. The Squadron and 1CER 
have been busy ever since.
 2 Troop, 1 FD SQN was 
deployed to East Timor during 
this time as part of INTERFET. 
In April 2000, 1 Troop, 1 Field 
Squadron replaced 2 Troop and 
began its six-month deployment 
in support of 6 RAR. During this 
time the pro-Indonesian Militia re-

1st COMBAT ENGINEER REGIMENT 16

Memorial to the members of 1FD 
SQN killed in Vietnam, at 1 CER, 

Robertson Barracks, Darwin
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grouped, re-armed and returned 
to harass the peace keeping 
operations. 1 Troop conducted 
road repairs, water purification, 
and constructed strong points 
throughout the Australian AO. 
 In October 2000, 1 Troop 
was relieved by 3 Troop, 2nd 
Field Squadron. In late 2002, 73 
personnel were used to form a 
Battalion Engineer Group to at-
tach to 5th/7th Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment for a deploy-
ment to East Timor as part of the 
United Nations Mission of Sup-
port to East Timor (UNMISET). 
Among the duties performed by 
the engineers, on top of aiding 
5th/7th Battalion, included the 
provision of humanitarian aid, 
construction of infrastructure for 
the East Timorese law enforce-
ment agencies, and provision of 
supplementary infantry patrols.
 From April to August 
2003, elements from 1 CER were 
deployed as part of Operation 
Relex II. The sappers alternated 
between land-based training and 
periods embarked on Royal Aus-
tralian Navy vessels assigned 
to Relex, where they aided 
Navy personnel in boarding and 
searching Suspected Illegal Entry 
Vessels (SIEVs), boat handling, 
and other duties. During this de-
ployment, personnel from 1 CER 
were involved in boarding and 
detaining SIEV 13, and the sub-
sequent transfer of those aboard 
to the Christmas Island Immigra-
tion Detention Centre.
 Also in 2003, 1 CER was 
granted approval to use the Sand 
Goanna (Varanus Panoptes) as a 
mascot.
 From late 2006 to mid-
2007, a third of 1 CER was de-
ployed to Tarin Kowt, Afghani-
stan, as the 1st Reconstruction 
Task Force, the Australian con-
tribution to a Dutch-led Provincial 
Reconstruction Team. During this 
deployment, the remainder of 1 

CER carried out a heavy training 
schedule.
 In late 2008, personnel 
from 1st Field Squadron and 23rd 
Support Squadron were sent to 
Afghanistan on an eight-month 
deployment as part of the 1st 
Mentoring and Reconstruction 
Task Force, during which Cor-

poral Michael Anthony Cole was 
awarded the Order of Australia 
Medal. The rest of the regiment 
was involved in training and trials 
of the PackBot military robot (the 
Scout and Explorer variants) for 
Australian use.
 In July 2009, 1 CER and 
5th Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment served as the oppos-
ing force during Exercise Talis-
man Sabre 2009.
 In October 2009, the 1st 
Field Squadron Group provided 
Disaster Relief and Humanitarian 
Support in response to the mag-
nitude 7.6 earthquake that struck 
off Western Sumatra on 30 Sep-
tember 2009

Members of 1CER in action: 
TOP: In East Timor. ABOVE: 
Mine clearing in Afghanistan. 

LEFT: Demolitions in Afghanistan

1st COMBAT ENGINEER REGIMENT
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 In a city famous for running 
a sailing regatta centred around 
beer-can vessels, strange sil-
houettes on the seas shouldn’t 
be a cause to turn heads. 
 However, in Darwin – the 
place where anything goes – 
the sight of Bushmasters and 
ASLAVs floating in the Beagle 
Gulf was unusual. 
 Sappers from 1 Fd Sqn, 
1CER, took to the water as part 
of Exercise Amphibian Bridge be-
tween June 16 and July 4, based 
at Robertson Barracks and Port 
Darwin. 
 The exercise developed 
the sappers’ abilities to conduct 
boating, bridging and rafting. 
These skills have been over-
shadowed by the explosive haz-
ard clearance undertaken by en-
gineers in recent operations. 
 OC1FdSqn Maj Ian Rain-
bow said the skills presented in 
Exercise Amphibian Bridge were 

some of the oldest known engi-
neer-related skills in the world. 
“Watermanship, bridging and, in 
particular, floating bridges, are 
some of the oldest ‘core’ engi-
neer skills in existence,” Maj 
Rainbow said. 
 “These skills were around 
with the Romans and have re-
mained generally unchanged in 
that time, only the technology 
has improved.” The culmination 
of Exercise Amphibian Bridge 

was the construction of two me-
dium girder bridges and a water 
crossing using a floating support 
bridge. 
 Maj Rainbow said the 
water crossing was the most 
challenging component of the 
assessment, with the floating 
support bridge sailing from Lar-
rakeyah to Mandorah, across 
the mouth of Port Darwin. 
 “The practical demonstra-
tion of the floating support bridge 
provided a significant challenge,” 
he said. 
 “The sappers had to deal 
with rapidly changing tidal condi-
tions, currents and choppy con-
ditions, combined with the mass 
of the vehicle they were trans-
porting.” 

Build a bridge to get over it 
1CER Sappers tackle Darwin’s waters and put their skills

 to the test  during Exercise Amphibian Bridge 
By Capt Kris Gardiner 

ABOVE: Troops from 1 Tp, 1 Fd 
Sqn, 1CER, load ASLAVs from C 
Sqn, 1AR, onto a floating support 

bridge raft in Darwin Harbour 

ABOVE: 2 Tp, 1 Fd Sqn, 1CER, 
construct a medium girder bridge 

near Robertson Barracks 
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  In the early days of the Vietnam War, 3 
Field Troop RAE was the advance element of 1 
Field Squadron. The unit served in Vietnam from  
14 September 1965 until 31 March 1966 supporting 
1 RAR, which was attached at the time to the US 
173d Airborne Brigade. 
 On 1st April 1966 1 Field Squadron arrived 
in Vietnam, absorbing the members of 3 Field Troop 
back into their ranks. 1 Field Squadron continued to 
serve in Vietnam until 18 November 1971. At the 
peak of the war the Squadron included three troops 
of Tunnel Rats; 1 Troop, 2 Troop and 3 Troop. 
 The 173rd Airborne Brigade and its attached 
and assigned units were awarded the U.S. Meritori-
ous Unit citation in recognition of their service,. 
 The Royal Australian Regiment Group was 
included in this  award, with the group comprising:  
First Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment.   
161 Field Battery, Royal New Zealand Artillery.   
105 Field Battery, Royal Australian Artillery.   3 Field 
Troop, Royal Australian Engineers.   4/19th Prince 
of Wales Light Horse (1 APC Troop).   1st Australian 
Logistic Support Company.   161 Recce Flight (In-
dependant), and   709 (Ind) Sig Troop, Royal Aus-
tralian Signals.
 Current serving members of 3 Troop, 1 Field 
Squadron, 1 CER have the right to wear the citation 
while ever they are serving in the troop. 
 3 Troop has also adopted the rat as their 
logo, in homage to their links to the Tunnel Rats 
of Vietnam. Our association and its members are 
extremely proud that 3 Troop see us as such a key 
part of their heritage. 
 The rat is in good hands.
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Proudly wearing a badge of courage

Members of 3 Troop 1st Field Squadron have the privilege and honour of wearing the US 
Meritorious Unit Citation won for them by their brother Sappers of 3 Field Troop in Vietnam

TOP RIGHT: Sapper Barry Harford of 3 Field Troop 
getting down to business in Vietnam. BOTTOM 

RIGHT: Inspired by his trip to Vietnam last year with 
the Tunnel Rats, current serving 1 Field Squadron 
member, Sapper Anthony Ballantyne has superbly 
reinterpreted our rat logo, kitting him out with mod-
ern Combat Engineer equipment and giving him a 

little more anger. Well done Sapper.

3 TROOP
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  In late November 
1969, 6RAR/NZ had already been 
on operations west of Xuyen Moc 
for six weeks when it was ordered 
to move some 20 kilometres north 
to attack and destroy the enemy’s 
May Tao Secret  Zone.   
 Located in the Nui May 
Tao, a massif of some 30 square 
kilometres rising 600 metres 
above the surrounding  country, 
it had long been a sanctuary for 
Main Force Units and was a stra-
tegic logistics base. 
 5VC Division had occu-
pied the base until it moved to 
War Zone D in late 1967/early 
1968. The main enemy logistics 
organisation, 84 Rear Services 
Group was based there until mid 
1969 when it also moved to War 
Zone D;  however, major logistics 
elements involving supply, repair 
and medical facilities remained in 
the base area. 

 This included K76A Hospi-
tal, which was the principal pro-
vider of medical services to 274 
VC and 33 N VA Regiments.
 The outline of the opera-
tion took shape with A Company 
led by Maj PL Belt tracking across 
the centre spine; B Company 
under Maj MJ Harris advanc-
ing across the north, followed by 
Maj EJ Torrance’s W Company, 
while RM Gill’s D Company, af-

On board the dustoff flight after 
both being wounded in the 

incident: Private John Goslett 
of 6RAR (left) and Sapper Phil 

Baxter of 1 Field Squadron

OPERATION MARSDEN

Huge enemy hospital complex found in the May Tao Mountains
Bunkers caves and massive caches give the Tunnel Rats  of 1 Troop 1FD SQN 

plenty to do on 6RAR/NZ’s Operation Marsden: 1-28 December 1969

ter patrolling north east of FSPB 
Picton, was flown to the southern 
flank and joined later by V Com-
pany led by Maj LJ Lynch. 
 The assault on the moun-
tain commenced in earnest on 9 
December 1969, when 6 Platoon 
led by Lt L MacLean and 4 Pla-
toon under Lt SR Sainsbury both 
discovered bunker systems, with 
the latter being the Out Patients 
Ward of K76A Hospital. Normally 
co-located with the Hospital, this 
ward had moved just after the op-
eration had commenced. A large 
amount of medical equipment and 
pharmaceuticals were captured. 
 That afternoon Sgt NJ 
Rankin’s 11 Platoon discovered 

ABOVE: Caught off-guard, the 
VC had to leave some of their 
wounded behind. LEFT: Huge 

arms caches were found in 
nearby caves



the first significant ammunition 
dump in a cave. There were some 
3 tonnes of explosives and weap-
ons, which was the largest cache 
found in the 1ATF TAOR. 
 The following day, 5 Pla-
toon led by 2Lt AR Kimpton  dis-
covered another major medical 
facility with 12 bunkers, each for 
8 people and 7 dug-in kitchens. 
Later that day, Lt DM Hodda’s 11 
Platoon discovered a bunker sys-
tem which was a base camp for 
the K76A Hospital’s Security Unit. 
On 11 December, 12 Platoon led 
by Lt PA Jackson contacted 3 VC 
from the Security Group, with one 
Australian being killed, Pte R Bu-
chan.
 On 13 December, B Com-
pany located a recently vacated 
base camp of 9 bunkers and 3 
cookhouses.
 On the same day, D Com-
pany led by Capt MF Fairhead 
discovered a huge weapons 
cache and, importantly, an ‘ad-
ministrative unit’ with staff includ-
ing an ‘Adjutant’, a ‘Quartermas-
ter’ and a ‘QM Store’ with clothing 
and food, indicating the hospital 
was in the parish.
 On 14 December, A Com-
pany, having reached the moun-
tain’s crest, established FSPB 
Castle with a section of mortars, 
which were needed because of 
the mountain’s topography and 
the extreme range to FSPB Pic-
ton. 
 Later that day, D Company 
located the Xuan Loc Worksite, a 
major installation for the produc-
tion of mines and grenades and 
the repair of small arms. Staffed 
by some 30 people, its equipment 
included armourer kits, dies and 
casts, a large forge, oxy-acety-
lene gear, UXBs and weapons 
spare parts.
 The next day, a 6 Platoon 
patrol found another medical fa-
cility identified as the Ba Long 
Province’s medical unit which 
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TOP: Thousands of drugs, medicines and other medical  sup-
plies are sorted before being air-lifted out. MIDDLE: Wounded 

VC led us to caches containing arms and explosives. BOTTOM: 
One of the wounded VC is evacuated to hospital for treatment. 

OPERATION MARSDEN



supported Provincial forces such 
as D445 VC Battalion. (Ba Long 
was the enemy’s name for Baria 
(Phuoc Tuy - Long Khanh Prov-
ince). 
 On 17 December, 6 Pla-
toon located a further 5 large 
bunkers, cooking and (medical) 
training facilities.
 A Coy was also closing 
in on the Hospital from the east. 
On 18 December, 3 Platoon led 
by Lt PR Marks-Chapman was 
patrolling over a ridge line when 
it was engaged by a Claymore 
Mine from an enemy sentry post, 
wounding one soldier, LCpl JA 
Maughan) After evacuating the 
wounded man, the Platoon be-
gan to move into a deep and nar-
row re-entrant when the Forward 
Scouts, Ptes AR Brown and FN 
Wilson spotted a cave with sign 
of the enemy and became con-
cerned that considerable danger 
lay ahead. 
 The Section Commander, 
LCpl GI Stanford and the Pla-

toon Commander went forward 
and, despite the warnings from 
the Scouts to withdraw to higher 
ground, the Platoon Commander 
pressed on with LCpl Stanford 
and Pte Brown. Almost immedi-
ately, the group was ambushed, 
with the enemy firing two Clay-
more Mines killing Pte Brown and 
fatally wounding LCpl Stanford 
and Lt Marks-Chapman. 
 The Intelligence Sec-
tion’s A Company Interpreter (Cpl 
WZhukov) ran forward and re-
trieved the Platoon Commander 
and the Section Commander 
before the Platoon Sgt, SA West 
forced the enemy to withdraw. Lt 
Marks-Chapman was evacuated 
by winch but the bodies of LCpl 
Stanford and Pte Brown remained 
with the Platoon overnight. 
 The following day, 1 Pla-
toon under 2Lt JT Mellington lo-
cated the enemy camp which 
had been occupied by about 30 
people from the Hospital’s Secu-
rity Group.

 On 20 December 1969, 
V Company located Ward III, 
K76A Hospital, and 2Lt JB Neer-
voort’s Anti Tank Platoon, which 
had been flown into a LZ near 
FSPB Castle, contacted a num-
ber of enemy who were wounded 
patients fleeing from the Hospi-
tal. Seven enemy soldiers were 
taken prisoner and evacuated for 
treatment.
K 7 6A Hospital
 On 16 and 17 December 
1969, D Company had located 
the K76A Pharmacy with a huge 
supply of drugs, the Hospital’s 
Dental Post and the Orderly 
Room (Hospital Admissions and 
Discharges). Clearly the hospital 
was near and, as mentioned ear-
lier, V Company, with advice from 
D Company, located the main 
part of the Hospital (Ward III) on 
19 December. 
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ABOVE: It’s not exactly  the 
Royal Alfred, but this operating 
theatre located in the VC base 

had seen plenty of use

OPERATION  MARSDEN 



 Located in heavily wooded 
slopes and built astride a peren-
nial stream which fed into wells, 
the Hospital had both rudimentary 
surgical and medical wards for a 
total of about 200 patients. It was 
later learnt that the medical staff 
of about 25 plus about 30 cooks 
and bottle washers, together with 
about 100 walking patients left 
the hospital just after 6RAR/NZ’s 
operation started. Stretcher cas-
es were left to be captured. 
 What was also left behind 
was a massive amount of phar-
maceuticals which, when added 
to that captured by D Company 
on 16 December, came to about 
1.5 tonnes, one of the largest 
amounts ever seized in the war 
by allied forces. The drugs were 
sent to Long Binh for analysis (for 
source of origin] and then distrib-
uted to Prisoner of War Camps.
 One of the reasons the 
enemy knew we were coming, as 
had occurred earlier with a num-
ber of SAS Patrols and 1RAR in 
November 1968, was that he had 
observation as far as Nui Dat. A 
string of observation posts were 
located around the mountain’s 
higher slopes linked by lateral 
tracks. When the enemy had es-
tablished a clear idea of where 
our forces were he would move 
security forces over these tracks 
and down the relevant spur or 
spurs.
 Operation Marsden 
caused a great deal of pain to the 
enemy’s logistic system in Phuoc 
Tuy Province which never really 
recovered in the Regiment’s time 
in the war. 
 On 28 December, the Bat-
talion, exhausted after 11 weeks 
of continual operations, returned 
to Nui Dat.

TOP: Operation Marsden resulted in one of the largest weapons 
caches found by Australians during the war. MIDDLE: The tri-

age area was a grim reminder of the reality of war. BOTTOM: The 
“Brass” take a peak into Tunnel Rat territory.
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Extracts from “A Duty Done” 
by LT COL Fred Fairhead 
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 In 2011 the responsibility 
for maintaining the airborne in-
sertion parachute capability was 
transferred from Forces Com-
mand to Special Operations Com-
mand. Army has raised and de-
veloped a conventional parachute 
capability for the past 34 years. 
Initially developed and based on 
a company in 6RAR in 1980, the 
capability was enhanced and the 
responsibility was transferred to 
3RAR in 1983.
 Engineer support to the 
Infantry Parachute Battalion was 
originally provided by 2 Troop, 1 
Field Squadron. Coincidentally, 
SOER has two members of that 
time (the RSM and XO) currently 
posted to the Unit. The Engineer 
parachute role eventually trans-
ferred to a section within 3CER, 
after 1CER moved north to Dar-
win and away from 3RAR. 
With the transfer of the para-

chute role to SOCOMD, SOER 
has been required to become 
parachute capable. The Unit pro-
vides fully integrated and rapidly 
deployable support to Special 
Operations. SOER soldiers are 
expected to be able to insert into 
any area of operations alongside 

Sappers on Strings
By SSM A SQN SOER

Engineer Paratroopers have returned to Holsworthy Barracks for the 
first time in over 15 years. The Special Operations Engineer Regiment 
(SOER) has been designated an Airborne Unit and now provides the 

only parachute Engineer capability for the Australian Army. 

our supported elements. As well 
as conducting Special Opera-
tions the Unit has been directed 
by the Chief of Army to provide 
the Airborne Engineer Capability 
for the Army, to provide airfield 
clearance, obstacle reduction, 
and minor runway repair tasks.
 All personnel within the 
ADF that are required to be para-
chute qualified conduct their 
training at the Parachute Training 
School (PTS) in Nowra. The Ba-
sic Parachute Course is conduct-
ed over three weeks and qualifies 
the soldiers to conduct a Static 
Line jump on land. They are re-
quired to complete a minimum of 
six static line jumps to become 
qualified. 
 SOER soldiers will then 
complete the water module which 
requires three static line jumps 
into water. To maintain the quali-
fication soldiers must complete 
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Airborne forces: These com-
prise aircraft, aircrew and 
ground forces that are or-
ganised, equipped and trained 
for airborne operations. They 
can be employed in a variety of 
offensive and defensive roles in 
shaping, decisive and stability 
operations. Ground forces can 
be inserted using air land, aeri-
al delivery (parachuting) or air-
mobile (helicopter) techniques. 
The aim of all types of insertion 
is to build up ground forces as 
rapidly as possible.



two static line jumps per year, 
one in clean fatigue the other with 
a combat load.
 Jump training is conduct-
ed by day and by night, but once 
qualified the majority of jumps oc-
cur in darkness. This can make 
things interesting when trying 
to avoid farmer’s fence lines or 
trees. The jumps at PTS are con-
ducted from a civilian aircraft, a 
CASA 212. This is a Spanish built 
turbo prop aircraft which is used 
by militaries around the world. 
This is a leased aircraft operated 
by Army and is used because it is 
more reliable than relying on the 
RAAF. The aircraft can hold about 
20 paratroopers. If you have ever 
seen a Red Beret parachute dis-
play this will be the aircraft they 
launch from.
 The paratroopers jump 
with T11 chutes and a steerable 
MC6 chute. These chutes have 
replaced the T10 and MC1 chutes 
that have been used for over 30 
years. The new chutes have a 
lower rate of descent and better 
reserve chutes. Soldiers have re-
ported the landing is much better 
with the new chute, and the US 
military have reported a 50 per-
cent reduction in landing injuries.
 The new parachutes have 
been brought in to meet the in-
crease in weight the soldiers are 
expected to carry. Combat equip-
ment and body armour load up 
the paratroopers. The amount 
of load each person will carry 
is dictated by their body weight. 
The parachutes are rated to a 
certain amount. Therefore the 
bigger guys will get to carry less 
than the lighter ones. The 100kg 
plus front row forward is jumping 
with pillows in his pack, whilst the 
scrum half gets weighed down. 
On the basic course each person 
will be loaded up to approximate-
ly 140kgs total, with all of their 
equipment and body weight.
 Injures are sustained even 

with the new chutes. We have 
had broken backs and lower leg 
injuries suffered by members of 
the Regiment. Soldiers who are 
injured will stay within the Unit to 
be rehabilitated until they are fit 
enough to complete the required 
jumps.
  There have been no in-
stances of our members baulking 
at jumping once in the aircraft. 
When you are lined up and hooked 
on it is just a matter of following 
everyone else. SGT B, who has 
just completed the recent course, 
told of a member hesitating at 
the door of the aircraft. That per-
son was persuaded by the Jump 
Master to exit the aircraft and the 
convincing argument used was a 
not so gentle push.
 Not every person in SOER 
is parachute qualified, but all sol-
diers must be parachute volun-
teers. That is, they must be will-
ing to conduct the training. Not 
all roles within the Unit will re-
quire that person to have to insert 
by parachute. Positions on the 
course are limited and based on 
priority; therefore, not everyone 
will get the opportunity to com-
plete the training.
 The Unit conducts train-

The Sapper’s kit comes with 
him on the jump, seen here 
dangling from his harness. 

The kit hits the ground just be-
fore the jumper, and hopefully 

remains in one piece
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ABOVE: The moment of truth. SOER members 
line up to board the aircraft for their first jump

ing exercises and International 
Engagements where parachute 
insertion is required. The troops 
have jumped into Malaysia and 
Papua New Guinea on exercises. 
When jumping alongside a for-
eign force our paratroopers then 
become qualified in that country’s 
para wings. Our soldiers have 
qualified for US and Malaysian 
wings. On exercises the para-
troopers will rely on Ronnie RAAF 



and jump from C130 or the C17.
 Parachute training is at 
the mercy of the weather. When 
it is too windy, or if the cloud level 
is too low and the aircrew cannot 
see the drop zone the jump will 
not go ahead. Static Line jumps 
over land are conducted from 
around 1000ft and over water 
from 1500ft.
 The requirement for ex-
plosive ordnance and obstacle 
clearance on an airfield is a re-
introduced capability. The sap-
pers will be expected to conduct 
clearance of UXO, IEDs, or other 
ordnance. They may have to use 
explosives to clear these obsta-
cles so there is a requirement to 
jump with live demolitions. Jump-
ing with explosives has no spe-
cial considerations apart from 
how much can be carried with the 
rest of the equipment they require 
for the task. There is no special 
requirement to protect detonators 
from shock other than keeping 
them in their plastic container and 
ensuring they are separate from 
the HE.
 Support members within 
SOER are also expected to com-
plete the training. The Unit will re-
quire that the medics, signallers, 
RAEME, and intelligence person-
nel amongst others, complete the 
course. When one of the medics 
was asked how she enjoyed the 
recent course her eyes lit up and 
she had a big smile on her face. 
CPL M is one of our adrenalin 
junkies who thoroughly enjoyed 
parachuting and cannot wait to 
do it again. Conversely if you 
were to ask CPL L about her ex-
perience she will have a different 
perspective. On her last water 
jump she was unable to release 
her chute. This meant she was 
dragged through the water des-
perately holding her breath and 
trying to retrieve her knife to cut 
away. She survived to tell the tale 
but was less than impressed.

 If you ask the members of 
the Regiment what their opinions 
are of parachuting you will get the 
broad range of statements, from 
‘I love it’ to ‘I put up with it’. It is 
just another way of getting onto 
a target, but it does provide the 
Unit with yet another niche capa-
bility not found in the rest of the 
Engineer Regiments. The variety 

of tasks, the specialist skills, and 
the challenges the Unit is asked 
to achieve, make SOER an excit-
ing and rewarding Unit to be part 
of.
 In the British Army in 
WWII, a Unit commander went 
up to his Ghurka Sergeant and 
told him that he and his men will 
be jumping out of an aircraft on 
the next mission. The SGT asked 
him from how high they would be 
jumping. 2000ft said the British 
Officer. 
 The Ghurka SGT went 
away to tell this to his men. He 
returned to the British Officer and 
said that his men were not happy 
and wanted to jump from a lower 
height. The officer was concerned 
but said OK we can go down to 
1000ft. The SGT went back to his 
men.
 The men were still not 
happy and the SGT asked the 
officer if they could jump from 
lower. The British Officer was 
very surprised but said we can go 
down to 800ft but any lower the 
parachutes will not have time to 
open. The Ghurka SGT looked 
surprised and said, “You will give 
us parachutes?”
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ABOVE: “All aboard lads, keep moving forward - don’t be shy”

SAPPERS ON STRINGS
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Ophanage visit inspires an old Sapper into action
 On our trip back to Viet-
nam last year, we visited the or-
phanage at Baria. During the war 
this orphanage was run by an 
order of French Catholic nuns. 
They did an incredible job under 
very difficult circumstances. 
 Today the operators of the 
orphanage also do an incredible 
job, but a visit there always tugs 
at the heartstrings.
 During the visit last year, 
Tunnel Rat David Thomas was 
so inspired by the children and 
the staff he decided to do some-
thing to help.
 David is an active member 
of Rotary, an organisation which 
quietly carries out many chari-
table and humanitarian activities. 
On his return to Australia, David 
went through the process of put-
ting the case to Rotary of support-
ing the orphanage,
 After several months of 
groundwork, David’s efforts payed 
off, and his Rotary group donated 
$1,000 to the orphanage.
 “It gives me a great deal 
of satisfaction to be able to put 
something back into the country 
through my Rotary club,” Says 
David. 
 “We witnessed so much 
suffering and destruction to the 
local people and their country dur-
ing our war service and I consider 
this a small gesture to right some 
of the wrong that was inflicted on 
them during the war.
 “I am a member of the Ro-
tary Club of Rockhampton Sun-
rise and have been for about 25 
years, and have served in a num-
ber of positions including Presi-
dent.”
David has been the recipient of 
a Paul Harris Fellow, an award 
given for outstanding service to 
Rotary.
 Well done Sapper!
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 Recognising the signifi-
cance of this task at the time, US 
Army historians carried out inter-
views with some of the soldiers 
involved in the process. With our 
usual rat cunning, Holdfast has 
been able to “acquire” copies of 
those once classified interviews.
 On top of giving a great 
insight into the task our US 
comrades had to deal with, the 
documents also reveal how the 
threats they faced were so simi-
lar to those faced by the Austra-
lian Tunnel Rats. 

Study and evaluation of 
countermine Activities

Interview with the 
Commanding Officer and the 
Executive Officer of the 26th 

Engineer Battalion:

 The Division Engineer 
Officer and his executive officer 
gave an excellent overall picture 
of operations in the Division’s 
area, particularly on Route 1. 
They had the tremendous task 
of sweeping 186 kilometers of 

Route 1 daily. This was done by 
multiple teams moving out from 
numerous locations to have the 
road open by 0900. 
 The road was partially 
hard topped with many patch-
es and repairs. Typically, three 
sweep teams with security moved 
down the road followed by a 
loaded five-ton dump truck back-
ing down the road. This interview 
included a detailed description 
of the sweep team procedures. 
A great aid in detecting mines is 
having the same sweepers work 
the same roads daily so they can 
spot changes.
 The PRS4 detector had 
been tried but was disliked for 
many reasons, principally the dif-
ficulty in keeping them in adjust-
ment. The 9th Marines at Chu 
Lai were reported also to dislike 
the PRS4. The P153 was much 
preferred by all units. They felt 
that they detected 80 to 85% of 
the mines, even though there is 
very little metal in some of them. 
The main type of mine here was 
made with a short half bamboo 

strip over a board with metal 
contact strips on the inside that 
touched when the bamboo was 
compressed: Wires from these 
contact points went to batteries 
and a 20 or 50 pound charge 
that might be wrapped in plastic, 
in a cardboard box, or in cans.
 A delay factor is some-
times caused by the bamboo 
requiring a number of repetitions 
of being run over before it com-
presses far enough to make con-
tact. Pressure activated mines 
were the most common with 
command detonated next.
 Some 5OO and 750 
pound bombs had been used as 
mines in the division area.
 Mines and boobytraps 
represent about 46% of the to-
tal casualties with about a 50-50 
split between the two. The per-
centage goes down when there 
is heavy fighting. In some of the 
allied forces’ areas, mines have 
been put out and not recorded 
and this has caused some ca-
sualties to U.S. forces. In com-
paring mine and boobytrap ca-

Mine clearing Route 1 - every day 
At the break of dawn every day of the year, US Combat Engineers in 
Vietnam faced the incredible task of clearing the entire 186 kilometers 
of Route 1. Until their task was completed, no traffic moved on what 

was the nation’s main road, connecting key towns and bases.

MINE CLEARING ROUTE 1



sualties, the point was made 
that more were hurt per mine 
incident; as an example, seven 
were recently KIA in an APC hit 
by a 500 pound bomb.
 Some offset mines had 
been used in this area. Most of 
the mines were found in the road 
rather than on the shoulders. 
Usually these were within 150 
meters of a village and normally 
in the same areas. It is believed 
that the people in the villages 
know where the mines are and a 
minimum-red-tape payment pro-
gram has been very successful 
in getting many items turned in.
 The primary way of de-
tecting mines is a combination of 
visual and mine detector. They 
have cleared roads by running 
tracks down them, but feel that 
they now have enough time to 
make a normal sweep. Dogs 
had not been used for detection. 
They did not do night sweeps. 
They do little or no recon by fire 
on the heavily populated Route 
1 and have tried pulling a rooter 
type device to eliminate wires to 
command detonated mines with 
limited success. 
 When a mine is found, it is 
inspected. The detonator is then 
grappled out, and the mine is 
usually blown in place with care 
taken to keep the people out of 
the way.
 Mines are usually called 
in as spot reports and then car-
ried in the SITREP. There is no 
dissemination of intelligence on 
areas that are heavily mined 
and, normally, until military forc-
es move into an area, it is not 
mined. They had found no en-
emy marking system other than 
mine signs on the road that are 
usually not valid.
 The men are fairly well 
trained when they arrive and are 
trained on an on-the-job basis 
to gradually take over the mine 
sweep job. The problem here is 

MINE CLEARING ROUTE 129

TOP: It was a long process, with boredom often setting in. MIDDLE: 
Timber pressure switches were the most common trigering device 
found. BOTTOM: Many of the mines had to be blown up in place.
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keeping them alert. The NCO’s 
were considered to be quite good 
though there was some lack of 
maturity noted in the junior offi-
cers. 
 The latter were being 
urged to exercise more caution 
and accept more responsibility 
for the tactical employment of 
the men. In particular, emphasis 
was being placed on deliberate 
variations in the daily pattern of 
sweep operations, such as time 
of start, to decrease the likeli-
hood of ambushes. 
 The engineers have done 
some mine detector training for 
the units but it is something that 
must be repeated frequently. It 
was recommended that train-
ing back in the US include more 
route mine sweeping problems.
 The sweepers vulnerable 
position on the road was noted 
as being something impossible 
to put into training. The only U.S. 
type mine being put out is the 
Claymore and a strong recom-
mendation was made not to use 
any other mines. 
 The Division engineer 
companies were authorized 
nine detectors while the engi-
neer companies of a separate 
brigade organized under a differ-
ent TO&E had 10 metallic and 10 
nonmetallic detectors.
 Convoys usually follow 
right behind the sweeping teams 
and there is a lot of traffic, includ-
ing civilian, which is considered 
a big deterrent to mining opera-
tions. The road is not kept under 
surveilance during the day after 
the sweep is finished. 
 It was admitted at night 
the road belongs to Charlie and 
that there was little done in the 
way of preventive measures.
 Due to the heavy popula-
tion, H and I fires were difficult. 
It was also thought that the frag-
ments would interfere with fur-
ther sweeping operations.

Interview with a Captain, three 
Lieutenants, a Sergeant and 
a Sp4 from the 39th and 26th 

Engineer Battalions:

 This group was from the 
26th and 39th Engineer Battal-
ions and a slight difference was 
noted in their answers depend-
ing on the portion of the Ameri-
cal Division Area of Operations 
for which they were responsible. 
There was also a difference in 
their TO & E which affected their 
operations.
 They said that during the 
last two months, about 20% of 
their casualties had come from 
mines and boobytraps with al-
most all of these being from 
mines. 
 The bamboo type, pres-
sure activated mines were en-
countered most frequently and 
the command detonated next. 
The average size of these mines 
was 25 pounds. Most were found 
on road clearing operations, pri-
marily in the tracks where the 
wheels will hit them, though 
sometimes the charge is offset 
on the side with the activator in 
the rut.
 They are often found on 

the shoulders or in the culverts 
but seldom in the center. On 
Route 1 there is no special area 
where mines are put but on an-
other road they were usually at a 
river crossing site. Areas requir-
ing extra care are those where 
there is loose dirt making them 
easy to conceal.
 Most fuses are instanta-
neous but there is a delay factor 
caused by the gradual breaking 
down of the bamboo in that type 
of mine. Activating actions are 
most often pressure, with electri-
cal contacts, and next most often 
command detonation.
 Skilled sweepers were 
reported to be able to detect the 
minimum metal mines with the 
P-153 if they are careful and the 
mine is not buried too deeply. 
They had little confidence in the 
capability of the PRS-4, and felt 
that its successful use demand-
ed a highly trained operator.
 Some of the sweepers 
wore the earphones directly over 
their ears, but most seemed to 
prefer them worn on the helmet 
away from their ears. Advantag-
es of the latter were said to be 
that it permitted the prober to act 
as a back-up listener, and it per-

ABOVE: Locals often got angry at the long delays - and they prob-
ably knew better on whether or not the road was mine-free
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less in need of a refresher course 
prior to coming to Vietnam, It was 
thought that officers also could 
benefit from a course oriented 
toward Vietnam. Although the 
engineers had done some train-
ing of the infantry units in mine 
detectors as a back-up source, 
the engineers were doing practi-
cally all of the sweeping.
 No valid VC mine mark-
ing system had been detected. 
One of the biggest problems 
was keeping the mine detectors 
operational and reducing main-

tenance time. A suggestion was 
made to have more detectors 
authorized for the company.
 They were reported to 
have a successful system of pay-
ing the local people for informa-
tion on mines and boobytraps.

mitted longer operating periods 
before the user became tone 
deaf.
 Most of the mines were 
found with the detector. Visual 
detection was responsible for few 
discoveries in the roads, though 
it was the primary means when 
they accompanied the infantry 
on search and destroy opera-
tions. They have used a rooter to 
help in detecting command deto-
nated mines but without much 
success.
 They also have men 
walking on the flanks looking for 
wires to command detonated 
mines. They rarely have infantry 
protection except for APC’s that 
cover the sweeping party from 
the rear.
 When a mine is found, 
they sometimes try to pull it 
out with grappling hooks, but if 
they cannot, it is then blown in 
place. When with the infantry, 
they are also called upon to blow 
items in place. Occasionally un-
usual items are neutralized and 
brought back but they are never 
by-passed and left. 
 They do little recon by 
fire and no night mine detecting. 
They make spot reports when 
mines are found but no written 
follow-up except for a mine re-
port form they had just started 
using. They pass all required in-
formation up through command 
channels, and when it is received 
they in turn pass it on down.
 Most of the personnel had 
trained at Fort Hood and came 
over with the unit. They did know 
something about the mine de-
tector but reported that newer 
people are a little slow and 
scared at first. They suggest-
ed an improvement in probing 
techniques, which was to use a 
scraping rather than a stabbing
procedure.
 The older NCO’s were 
considered good but nonethe-
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TOP: Men on the flanks 
checked for wires leading to 

command detonated devices. 
ABOVE: The unpopular PRS-4 

detector (left) and the more 
accurate P-153 (right).



 While on Operation Ham-
mersley, despite being badly 
wounded, Sapper Terrence Bin-
ney helped direct rescue opera-
tions on one of the worst days for 
Australian casualties during the 
entire Vietnam war. 
 Born in 1950, Terrence 
was just 19 at the time, and had 
been in-country for only four 
months. His performance on that 
day is testament to the success-
ful two-man team system we had, 
where experienced Tunnel Rats 
took newcomers under their wing 
and brought them up to speed 
with on the job training.
 Terrence’s injuries saw 
him air-evacuated home to face a 
long recovery process. 
 Later in life Terrence spent 
time in The Philippines, eventual-
ly marrying a Filipina. It was there 
on 19 June 2011 that he was 
killed in a tragic accident, which 
we detail on the following page.    
 Operation Hammerley ran 
from 10 February to 3 March 1970 
and involved a push into the Long 
Hai Mountains by 8RAR and sup-
porting arms. The aim was to at-
tack the huge enemy base camp 
there, known to the VC as the 
Minh Dam Secret Zone. 
 It was an area peppered 
with hundreds of mines and boo-
by traps, giving the Tunnel Rats 
a key role to play in the approach 
to the area and in the searching 
of the many bunkers and caves 
found. 
 The operation resulted in 
a high casualty rate for the Aus-
tralians, particularly from mines 
and booby traps. These incidents 
peaked on 28 February 1970, a 
day of 35 Australian casualties 
which became known as Black 
Saturday. One of the incidents 
on that terrible day saw Sapper 
Terrence Binney of 3 Troop 1FD 
SQN Mentioned in Dispatches.  

 On 28 February, 1 Pla-
toon, 8RAR led by Sgt WJ Hoban 
was tasked by Battalion HQ to 
ambush a creek to the east of the 
Platoon’s 27 February night posi-
tion. Wearing Flak Jackets, the 
Platoon moved at about 100 me-
tre/hour behind a two man Engi-
neer ‘Splinter Team’ clearing the 
route for mines. 
 At about 11am the Pla-
toon had reached the ambush 
position where it had found a 
booby trapped M26 Grenade 
and called for the Splinter Team 

to destroy it. At that stage a wa-
ter party was passing through 
Platoon HQ when Spr Terrence 
Binney detonated an M16 mine 
which killed his team member 
Spr RN Hubble, six lnfantrymen, 
Sgt WJ Hoban, Cpl RJ Jackson, 
Ptes MJ MacLennan, BJ Mun-
day, TEA Pesonen and PM Rich-
ter, and wounded another 13, 
one of whom subsequently died, 
Pte GM West. Amongst those 13 
wounded in the incident was Sap-
per John Miller who had arrived in 
country together with Binney on 
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ABOVE: Australian troops from 8RAR prepare to sweep through 
thick scrub in the Long Hai mountains duringOperation Hammers-
ley. The unusual wearing of flak jackets and steel helmets was be-
cause of the high likelyhood of mines and booby traps in the area

Sad end for a decorated Sapper



29th October 1969.
 One of the three men not 
wounded, but in a state of shock 
was the Platoon Stretcher Bearer 
Pte DJ Casey, who quickly orga-
nized treatment of the wounded. 
The badly wounded Sapper Bin-
ney, with a broken leg and shrap-
nel wounds, also gave directions 
regarding clearing an area for 
evacuating the wounded. 
 As the evacuation of the 
most seriously wounded was oc-
curring, another mine was deto-
nated killing one more, Cpl JJ 
Barrett and wounding another 
three. The 8RAR RMO, Capt RA 
Green was then flown in by heli-
copter and tended the wounded, 
while the survivors sat on rocks 
waiting to be taken out, which 
wasn’t complete until about 5pm.
 The tragic events of 28 
February notwithstanding, Op-
eration Hammersley had been a 
brilliant success in terms of the 
crushing blow delivered to D445 
VC Battalion and its base in the 
Minh Dam Secret Zone. 8RAR 
had set a new standard for close 
engagement with the enemy.
 Sapper Terrence Binney 
was Mentioned in Dispatches for 
his role in the above incident.

With extracts from “A Duty Done 
– A summary of operations by the 
Royal Australian Regiment in the 
Vietnam War 1965-1972, by Lt 
Colonel (Retired) Fred Fairhead. 

A tragic footnote:
 A little over 41 years after 
Terrence’s mine incident in Viet-
nam, he was killed in a freak ac-
cident in the Philippines. The inci-
dent was reported in the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph at the time:  
 “A water buffalo gored an 
Australian pensioner to death in 
The Philippines after he slammed 
into it on his motorcycle. 
 The man hit the beast 
while driving home from a night-
club on his motorbike, police say.
 The force of the blow to 
the man’s stomach detached 
the horn from the huge animal’s 
head, police said.
 Terrence Binney, a 60-
year-old retired soldier, acciden-
tally rammed into the pregnant 
animal at night as he rode along a 
village road in the farming town of 
Victoria, near Manila, said police 
officer Ronald Sumilang.
 The buffalo retaliated by 
impaling Binney with one of its 
horns, the officer said.
 “You know how it is with 
carabaos, they attack and gore 
people if provoked.” 

 Water buffaloes, or cara-
baos, as they are locally known, 
grow to between two and three 
metres tall and can weigh be-
tween 400 and 900 kilos.
 Mr Sumilang said the 
beast, owned by a local farmer, 
had got free from its tether .
 A local hospital pro-
nounced Binney dead after the 
incident on June 19.
 Binney’s Filipina wife has 
yet to decide whether to press 
charges against the farmer, the 
officer added. The farmer could 
be liable for negligence resulting 
in manslaughter, which is punish-
able by up to six years in jail, Mr 
Sumilang added.
 “The owner gave a state-
ment yesterday and asked for 
forgiveness. He said his family 
is very poor and nobody wanted 
this thing to happen,” the police-
man added.
 The buffalo remains in the 
farmer’s custody, he added.
The Australian embassy could 
not be reached for comment.”
 A sad end indeed for a 
brave Sapper.
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3 Field Troop (1965-66)
Ian Biddolph  02 4472 9434
Alan Christie  07 5494 6628
Brian Cleary  07 5500 6363
Allan S Coleman  07 4661 1924 
Bill Corby   07 5502 1193
John “Tex” Cotter  07 4723 1244
“Meggsie” Dennis 0413 193 584
Des Evans  07 4128 2390
Ray Forster  07 3409 1907
Geoff Green  03 6272 8167
Barry Harford  08 8088 4371
Sandy MacGregor 02 9457 7133
Frank Mallard  0408183325
Keith Mills  07 4770 7267
Warren Murray  02 6059 8142
John Opie 0427280703
Bernie Pollard  08 9248 3178
Ross Thorburn  0408413204
Bill Unmeopa  08 9300 5561
Snow Wilson Jnr  02 6649 3998
Oc’s 1 Field Squadron
John Kemp  02 6288 3428
Rex Rowe  0419 251 420
1 Troop (1966-67)
Nick Burgerhof  07 3271 1592
Ray Burton  08 8268 4575
Ron Carroll 0408884327
Joe Cazey  07 3710 8102
Allan S Coleman  07 4661 1924
Grahame Cook  02 4390 5159
Mick George  02 6882 8574
Alan Hammond  0423491091 
Cul Hart  0413300120
Neil Innes MM  02 9875 2962
Ken Jolley  02 6624 4066
Barry Kelly  07 4661 2898
Axel Kraft   08 9572 9597
Peter McTiernan  02 6557 5211
David Martin  02 6379 6097
Gavin Menzies  02 6584 7257
John Olsen  0414433341
Ron Rockliffe  02 9789 4302 
Trevor Shelley  0419784954
“Jethro” Thompson  0732168906
Ross Tulloh  0418223345
Graham Zalewska-Moon 
(Poland phone: 48-815177391)
1 Troop (1967-68)
Billy Adams  03 5974 2916
Henry Baggaley  07 5433 0482
Reg Bament  02 6948 2524
Bruce Bevan  0402334614
Neville Bartels  07 4055 9871
Col Campbell  0417658770
Dave Campbell 07 4225 6310
Bob Coleman  03 5332 0975
Ross Comben  08 9535 2273
Jack Green  07 3278 8719
Norm Hitchcock (Canada)
1-250-2455137

Ray Kenny  07 3881 3648
Peter Koch  04 3822 3100
Brian Lewis 07 3880 0376
“Paddy” Maddigan 07 5485 1918
Mike McCallum  02 6288 5113
John Neal  02 9982 6694
Barry O’Rourke 03 5987 2828
Clive Pearsall  03 9459 4470
Terry Perkins  0413343168
Alan Rantall  03 9434 2031
Ivan Scully 03 9802 0977
Peter Sheehan 03 9390 2834 
Carlton “CP” Smith 0448000334
Jim Trower  0418842744
1 Troop (1968-69)
Phil Baxter MM  02 4625 6213
Ray Bellinger  0407952670
Adrian Black  0417756729
Mike Bruggemann  0409441992
Peter Carrodus  02 9759 6383
Albert Eyssens  03 9769 9715
Ken Ford  02 6645 2738
Max Goiser  02 9792 1765
Peter Hollis  02 6581 5401
George Hulse  07 3399 7659
Robert Laird  03 6356 1748
Brian Lamb  02 6059 6947
Kent Luttrell  0408387641 
Kerry McCormick  03 6344 5291
Keith Murley 0429729764
Richard Reilly  02 6262 7374 
Colin Spies  07 4743 4676
Garry Von Stanke  08 8725 5648
Cliff Truelove  02 6495 7844
Ken Wheatley  07 4774 0045
Bob Wooley  03 6264 1485
David Wright  03 9435 4131 
1 Troop (1969-70) 
Kevin Atkinson  08 9041 1571
Larry Batze  07 4033 2025
Allan S Coleman  07 4661 1924
Paul Cook  02 4946 5321
Phil Cooper 0439 955 207
Garry Degering  03 9796 0136
John Felton  07 4661 8679
Grahame Fletcher  0408822489
Brian Forbes  0412047937
Jon Fuller 02 4774 1674
P. “Guts” Geisel  07 4092 1735
Terry Gleeson  03 5623 2886
Trevor Kelly  08 9538 1184
Des McKenzie  07 5448 3400
Anthony Marriott 03 6257 0279
Doug Myers  0421904562
Paul Ryan 0429165974
Les Slater  08 9361 0603
Max Slater  0412 772 849
Vic Smith  0432916485
Dave Sturmer  02 8407 9812
1 Troop (1970-71) 
Mick Augustus 07 3205 7401

Dan Brindley  02 6643 1693
Ian Cambell  03 9870 0313
Ray “Brute” Carroll 08 9342 3596
Phil Duffy  0406020382
Harry Ednie 03 5866 2644
Bruce Fraser  07 5499 0508
Garth Griffiths  0435902386
“Paddy” Healy 02 4930 7541
Peter Krause  02 6723 2835 
John Lewis 07 3425 1524
R Loxton  0419944755
Geoff Maddock 03 5442 2875
Barry Meldrum  03 5427 1162
Roger Newman  07 5450 6054
Peter North 08 9279 5905
Dennis Pegg  03 6224 9090
Bob Pfeiffer 07 5464 5221
John Pritchard  02 9837 7482
John Severyn  0407008610
Garry Shoemark 02 6546 6778
Garry Sutcliffe  07 4684 3229
Donald Stringer  07 4151 2659
Paul Taylor (NZ)  (64)42990915 
Terry Ward  02 6566 6163
Jim Weston  02 4987 7179
John Wright  03 6398 6211
2 Troop (1966-1967)
Richard Beck  07 3208 5808
David Buring  02 6254 6689
Ron Cain 02 6586 1412
Graeme Carey  02 6056 0997
Terry Gribbin  03 9722 9717
Alan Hammond 0423491091
Bill Harrigan  08 9447 1127
Peter Hegarty  07 4169 0372
Graeme Leach  07 4777 8627
Ken McCann  0409938830
Rod McClennan  07 3267 6907
Noel McDuffie  0427051678      
Bob McKinnon  07 3267 0310 
Peter Matthews  03 6250 3686
Warren Morrow 0418427947
Mick Shannon  08 8552 1746
Stan Shepherd  0412 232 197
Bob Sweeney  08 9248 4432
2 Troop (1967-1968)
M. Ballantyne  08 8298 2515
John Beningfield  07 4778 4473
Peter Bennett  0418915550
Dennis Burge  08 8281 2270
Kenneth Butler  0414897889
Harry Cooling  07 4778 2013
Garry Cosgrove  02 4845 5153
Geoff Craven 03 5629 5224
Peter Fontanini  0438 881 940
Roland Gloss  02 6367 5324
John Goldfinch  02 6674 0855
Paul Grills  07 4162 5235
Ron Johnston  07 3351 1609
Eddie Josephs  0417882491
Lew Jordan  03 6397 3261
Ray Kenny  07 3881 3648
John Kiley  02 4228 4068
David Kitley  02 4735 4991
Robert Knowles  08 9535 6416
Bernard Ladyman  08 9795 7900
Warren McBurnie  02 6687 7030
Stephen McHenry  08 9344 6939
Eric McKerrow  (Silent number)
Dave McNair  08 9725 2821

Kevin Moon 0419539174
Tony Parmenter  0417856877
Brian Rankin  07 4775 5095
Hans Rehorn  03 5623 5572
Andrew Rogers  08 8087 5671
Mick Rowbotham  03 9439 7566
Geoff Russell  02 6342 1292
Robert Russell  03 5975 5329
Brian Sheehan  03 9336 3137
Carlton “CP” Smith 0448000334
John Tramby 0428659048
John Willis  03 9363 7878
“Snow” Wilson  08 9752 2935
2 Troop (1968-1969)
Janis Atrens  +371 2944 6521
(This is Janis’s mobile in Latvia)
Bob Austin  02 6644 9237
Ross Bachmann  07 5495 1443
Don Beale  02 6971 2424
Richard Branch  0409496294
Harold Bromley  03 9726 8625
Peter Brunton  03 5156 5531
Jim Castles  02 9639 2941
Harry Claassen  07 3273 6701
Peter Clayton  0418 823 266 
John Coe 07 4776 5585
Rod Crane  08 9530 3083
John Douglas  0433747401
Robert Earl  02 4990 3601
Brian Forbes  0412047937
John Gilmore  08 9795 6847
Stan Golubenko  03 9361 2721
Paul Grills  07 4162 5235
Geoff Handley  03 5593 1791
Ross Hansen  07 3202 7540
Wayne Hynson  03 5245 6898
Ray Jurkiewicz  07 3886 9054
Brian Lamb  02 6059 6947
Phil Lamb  08 8564 2001
Wayne Lambley  07 3851 1837
Darryl Lavis  08 8263 9548
Peter Laws  02 4942 8131
Bud Lewis  07 3881 1230
Rick Martin  02 6928 4253
Bill Matheson 0428959044
Bill Morris  08 9384 2686
Don Nicholls  02 9579 4126
Colin Norris  02 4627 1180
Bob O’Connor 0418742219
Terry O’Donnell 0417371632
Rod Palmer  0417672643
David Pannach (Hong Kong)
852-2892 2714
Allan Pearson 07 3812 0943
Ted Podlich  07 3862 9002
Daryl Porteous  07 4973 7663
Mick Weston  07 5444 3307
Ray White  03 9740 7141 
2 Troop (1969-1970)
“Arab” Avotins  07 4129 8012
Bruce Bofinger  02 4861 5715
Frank Brady  02 6555 5200
David Brook  03 9546 2868
Jim Burrough  0400884633
Ron Coman  07 3355 7279
Kevin Connor  0408 748 172
Garry Cosgrove  02 4845 5153
Arthur Davies  07 3408 1556
Roy Elbourne  02 4868 1493
Grumpy Foster  07 4041 2321

Tunnel Rats List
All list enquires to Graeme Gartside (contact details below)

This is our latest list of former Tunnel Rats. If you are not on 
the list and wish to be, please send your details (Troop, year, 
phone number and address) to Graeme Gartside at  email:  
ggart@internode.on.net or call 08 8725 6900 or by mail to 
Graeme Gartside, 9 Park Street Mt Gambier SA 5290
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Graeme Gartside  08 8725 6900
Doug George  0419475246
Greg Gough  0417 911 173
Brad Hannaford  08 8389 2217
John Hopman  02 9398 5258
Chris Koulouris  02 4952 6341
Bill Lamb  0418 424 208
Mick Loughlin  07 4060 3039
Mick Lee  07 5543 5001
Marty McGrath  02 6059 1204
Jim Marett  03 9824 4967
Bob Ottery  03 5199 2516
Bevan Percival  07 5573 6925
Pedro Piromanski  08 9306 8169
Ian Pitt  03 5349 2018
Jack Power  07 4955 3761
Colin Redacliff  02 9673 0597
Rolf Schaefer 08 8962 1391
Brian “BC” Scott  07 3204 5691
Peter Scott (219)  02 4341 3782
“Roo Dog” Scott  07 5578 7054
Les Shelley  07 3264 4041
Jimmy Shugg  08 9776 1471
Bob Smith  07 5456 1194
Mick Van Poeteren 03 9435 0383
Gerry Wallbridge  03 9803 4223
Dennis Wilson  08 8659 1189
Stephen Wilson  07 5538 2179
2 Troop (1970-1971)
Bruce Arrow  02 6288 3872
Mick Bergin  03 5974 2175
Graham Besford  03 9439 2661
Mal Botfield  02 9872 2594
John Brady  02 6888 1192
David Briggs 08 9537 6956
Keith Burley  07 5543 0990
Peter Cairns  03 6267 4646
Brian Christian  07 4778 6602
Grahame Clark 0408533869
Dennis Coghlan 08 9724 1380
“Sam” Collins  08 8262 6107
Ron Cook  03 8787 7377
Jock Coutts  08 9279 1946
Bill Craig  08 9530 1008
Denis Crawford  03 9497 3256
John Crocker  07 3206 7995

John Cross  02 4757 2273
Robin Date  03 9783 3202
Gino De Bari  08 9437 5641
Tom Dodds  040672260
Des Evans  07 4128 2390
Bruce Fenwick  02 4977 3530
Ray Fulton  03 6288 1176
Ziggy Gniot  0418 885 830
Bob Hamblyn  08 8672 3930
Cec Harris  02 6629 3373
Paddy Healy  02 4930 7541
Kevin Hodge  08 8322 2619
Paul Jones  02 6231 5963
Jim Kelton  02 6948 3927
Kevin Lappin  07 3273 8614
Gary McClintock  07 4788 0123
Peter McCole  03 5155 9368
Bob McGlinn  07 5426 1597
Ian McLean  02 6286 3928
Jeff Maddock  03 5442 2875
Leon Madeley  07 5497 1038
Bill Marshall  07 5545 0389
Rod O’Regan  02 6550 6068
Graeme Pengelly  0407 138 124
Des Polden  03 6223 3830
Keith Ramsay  02 6585 6503
Mick Rasmussen  0428 790 645
Ron Reid  0427 461 297
Gary Sangster  0427224099
John Scanlan  0488 132 903
Peter Schreiber  02 6569 3390
Garry Shoemark  02 6546 6778
Alex Skowronski  0407954570
John Smith  0400032502
Roy Sojan  08 9926 1235
John Stonehouse  08 9653 1895
Peter Swanson  0401392617
John Tick  04 3898 7262
Harry Eustace  0408515270
Steve Walton  07 3205 9494
Terry Wake  07 4786 2625
Dave Young  02 4283 3439
2 Troop (1971-72)
Warren Pantall 0417 096 802
3 Troop (1966-67)
Wilfred Eyles  02 4390 0150

3 Troop (1967-68)
Ken Arnold  02 6974 1181
Dennis Baker 08 89527281
Chuck Bonzas  0407866487
Bruce Breddin  0418766759
Norm Cairns  03 6267 4629
Kerry Caughey  03 5971 4188
David Clark  08 8388 7728
Bob Coleman  03 5332 0975
Jim Dowson  03 5662 3291
Bob Embrey 07 3351 1222
Barry Gilbert  03 5023 6657
Brian Hopkins  0401829744
John Hoskin  08 8270 3002
Jack Lawson  0429 798 673
Peter MacDonald  08 9448 5418
Barrie Morgan  0437861945
Michael O’Hearn  02 4932 7509 
Gary Pohlner  0427172900
Peter Pont 07 4095 0150
Tom Simons  03 6344 6058
Kevin Shugg  0411144500
Mervyn Spear 08 94539232
Frank Sweeney  07 3882 6025
Brian Thomson  0428551368
Vic Underwood  0429 907 989
Murray Walker  08 9332 6410
Glenn Weise  0427 741 170 
Mick Woodhams  08 9459 0130
Bob Yewen  07 5532 4560
Ken Young  02 9602 5204
3 Troop (1968-69)
Geoff Box  08 9731 2757
Col Campbell 0417658770
Barry Chambers  08 8927 8237
Neil Garrett  03 5798 1522
Brian Glyde  02 4455 7404
Peter Gray  02 4285 8877
John Hollis  02 6662 6660
“Sam” Houston  07 5495 5480
Phil Lamb  08 8564 2001
Ian Lauder  08 9419 5375
Kent Luttrell 0408387641
John Murphy  08 9493 3771
John Nulty  02 6927 3535
Ted O’Malley  07 4054 3472
Barry Parnell  07 4947 1976
Bob Pritchard  07 4779 0608
Arthur Richardson 03 9314 8216
Greg Roberts  03 5941 2269
Walter Schwartz 0439512322
Don Shields  08 8297 8619
Ray Vanderheiden  02 4776 1373 
Wal Warby  0418240394
Ray White  03 9740 7141
Three Troop (1969-70)
Tony Bower-Miles  0412 317 306
Chris Brooks  08 9271 2811
Jim Burrough  0400884633
Terry Cartlidge  03 5367 1472
Bruce Crawford  02 6628 0846
Richard Day  08 8088 4129
Phil Devine  0439066012
Bob Done  0407485888
Ray Fulton  03 6288 1176
Graham Fromm  08 8532 2561
Doug George  0419475246
Graham Harvey  07 5445 2636
Trevor Hughes  07 5532 3497
Darrel Jensen  0428387203

Rod Kirby  07 4973 7726
Peter Knight  02 6247 6272
Gerry Lyall  07 3343 4725
Phil McCann  0417423450
Chris MacGregor  02 4472 3250
Norm Martin  02 4953 1331
Jock Meldrum MID 0424924909
Roelof Methorst 0416834846
Gary Miller MM  07 5495 5647
“Jacko” Miller  03 6267 4411
Chris Muller  07 4653 0457
Danny Mulvany  08 9356 6890
Vin Neale  03 9786 1549
Peter Phillips  0429362935
G. Rentmeester  03 9735 5236
Brian “BC” Scott 07 3204 5691
Paul Scott  02 6656 0730  
Gordon Temby  08 9757 2016
Peter Thorp MID  02 6288 0008
“Curly” Tuttleby  02 6681 4133
Hank Veenhuizen  0407 487 167
“Wonzer” White  02 9833 0580
Three Troop (1970-71)
Steve Armbrust  07 5545 1073
Errol Armitage  0427 855 482
Geoff Ansell  0448 013 712
Mike Barnett  02 9869 7132
John Beningfield  07 4778 4473
Darryel Binns  0417170171
Trevor Boaden 0448160944
Mal Botfield  02 9872 2594
Ian Campbell  03 9870 0313
Brian Christian 07 4778 6602 
Bob Clare  03 5439 5532
Graeme Clarke  07 4128 4660
Ted Clarke  03 5682 2584
Allan J Coleman  02 9838 4848
Steve Collett  08 9371 0075
John Davey  07 3378 4316
Chris Ellis  08 9398 1718
Kevin Hodge  08 8322 2619
Kenny Laughton  08 8297 4010
Garry Lourigan  02 4844 5545
R. McKenzie-Clark 08 9729 1162
Robert McLeay  03 5386 1122
“Jock” Meldrum 0424924909
Roelof Methorst  0416834846
Carlo Mikkelsen
(New Zealand)  0064 9 4797857
Ben Passarelli  02 9610 3949
Robert Reed  07 3351 4440
Paul Scott  02 6656 0730
Les Shelley  07 3264 4041
John Steen  0419772375
John Tatler 0405188717
Gordon Temby  08 9757 2016 
Peter Vandenberg 03 9798 3947
David Wilson  07 3855 1370
Three Troop (1971-72)
Trevor “Zip” Button 08 95615363  
Ron Byron  02 6653 4791
Mike Dutton 0438627140 
Brenton J Smith  08 8536 2923
uS Tunnel rats
Stephen “Shorty” Menendez
menendez@toast.net
John Thiel
drjthiel@gmail.com
Mark Morrison
lmorrison18@cox.net
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