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The Viet Cong tunnel systems featured crude but ingeneous engineering. 
One of their big problems was getting enough breathable air down there. 
The deeper and longer the tunnels went, the less air there was to breath. 
The VC would dig a series of air shafts which went all the way from the 
surface to the tunnels below. The vent above is disguised as an ant nest. 

In the 1960’s “stick magazines” were breaking all the boundaries, with 
the pinup girls wearing less and revealling more in every issue. Playboy 
magazine was at the cutting edge of this cultural phenomenon, and one 
bright Sapper felt the locals would benefit from a deeper understanding of 
the things that were influencing and motivating us. 

Spreading our culture to the locals
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Air-conditioned Viet Cong tunnel  
Pages of great pics from the past to 
amaze and amuse. Photo contribitions 
welcome. Send your favourite Vietnam 
pics (with descriptions, names and ap-
prox dates) to Jim Marett 43 Heyington 
Place Toorak Vic 3142 or by email to:
tunnelrat@optusnet.com.au
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Sapper Bob Ottery, a Tunnel Rat 
with 1 FLD SQN in 69/70  was 
tasked with clearing a “Hard” boat 
landing area for mines. It was be-
tween Baria and Cat Lo, and need-
ed to be cleared for the arrival of 
a Tank coming in on a barge. As 
usual, it was a “hurry up and wait” 
situation, and while waiting atop an 
APC, Bob saw this black boat arrive 
and pick up a team of seven US 
Navy SEALs. Wearing no packs, 
and only basic webbing, they ob-
viously hadn’t been out bush long. 
Bob says they “just appeared from 
the mangroves, and had probably 
been there for the hour or so we’d 
been wating for the barge.”

Secret SEAL mission snapped by Sapper

Tunnel Rat treks to the top
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Bounty from a bunker

5RAR’s Operation Renmark in February 1967 took the 
Battalion right into the enemy base camps in the Long 
Hai hills. Above is the 5RAR Reconnaissance Platoon, 
Commander, 2LT Michael Deak MC and (rear) Cpl 
Graeme Leach MID, a Tunnel Rat with 2 Troop 1 Field 
Squadron. The Platoon had just reached the summit of 
the Long Hais on 21 February, and was searching an 
extensive company-sized camp, equipped with crawl 
trenches between the main weapon pits and guarded 
by mines, booby traps and Panji pits. 

On January 22nd 1969, Sapper John Hollis, a Tunnel 
Rat with 1FD SQN sifts through a bunch of documents 
he has recovered from an enemy bunker while attached 
to 9RAR on Operation Goodwood in January 1969. The 
operation was a reconnaissance in force, carried out in 
the north west of Phuoc Tuy Province. His hat is decorat-
ed with safety pins, a “badge of honour” worn by Tunnel 
Rats, indicating their active role in finding and neutralis-
ing enemy mines and booby traps. All in a day’s work for 
a Sapper in Vietnam! 



A Sapper on leave in Vungers (waiting for the bars to open?) caught sight 
of these OV-1 Mohawks on a barge. They were being manouvered to-
wards shore by a tugboat. OK, maybe they were winched onto the barge.  

“Now that’s a short landing strip!”

Spotted in the rubber plantation at Binh Ba, this ARVN soldier has be-
friended a green tree snake which happily travels on top of his backpack. 
We suspect the snake was heading for the cooking pot after a little fat-
tening up. Vietnam had quite a few varieties of snakes for us to contend 
with, including the black and white striped Bamboo Viper which sometimes 
flopped onto the top deck of an APC pushing its way through bamboo 
clumps. This created a state of sheer panic and confusion, with the snake 
and the soldiers being equally freaked out by the sudden intrusion. As a 
seasoned survivor, the snake would invariably slither off and disappear 
into the scrub. The most feared snake in Vietnam may actually have been 
a myth. This was the infamous Two-Step snake. The legend was that if 
you were bitten, you could take at most two steps before dropping dead. 
We heard much about this snake, but did anyone actually see one?  There 
were also horror stories about Drop Bears, which would simply drop from 
trees without warning, crushing you to death. “Vietnam number 10!”      

ARVN soldier’s slippery new soulmate

“What the...”

This beast was seen down near 
Lang Phuoc Hai by Jim Marett (2TP 
69/70). God only knows what it did, 
but it sure looked impressive. Ex-
perts tell us it’s an M50A1 Ontos, 
which doesn’t really tell us much!

NOSTALGIA PAGES

Every now and then (if we were 
lucky) we got two days leave in Vung 
Tau, staying at the Badcoe Club. 
The officers however stayed at this 
annex to the Grand Hotel (above). 
The theory was that separating the 
officers and the men meant the “oth-
er ranks” could relax more without 
their officers being around them on 
leave. The reality was, the separa-
tion made it less likely we’d see the 
officers fraternising with the local 
ladies, just like us mere ORs. Just 
to be annoying, we usually made a 
point of dropping into the bar at The 
Grand to befriend the particularly 
beautiful girls  on offer to the officers.     
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Privileges of rank



On 28 February 1970 Australian forces moved into the 
enemy held Long Hai hills, an area peppered with hun-
dreds of mines and booby traps. The Infantry and Ar-
moured units along with their attached Tunnel Rats can 
be seen above, waiting for the word to move in. There 

Ready to roll on a day which saw seven Tunnel Rat casualties
NOSTALGIA PAGES5

Bright eyed young “Lance-Jacks” living it up in Vungers

LEFT: Corporal Greg Gough, a Tunnel Rat with 1FD 
SQN 69/70 was attached to Infantry on an operation 
in the Long Greens when a large group of enemy were 
seen to run into a copse of trees. The Platoon Com-
mander called up US aircraft, who came in blazing, 
dropping a combination of high explosive, napalm and 
white phosphorus bombs. A prolific photographer, Greg 
captured the action on camera.  

“I’m glad I’m not over there”

ABOVE: In 1970 Tunnel Rats Bob Ottery (left) and Pe-
ter “Roo Dog” Scott (right) scored a five day “Rest in 
Country” leave in Vung Tau. Seen here in a bar near 
The Flags, both are sporting bold attempts at growing a 
moustache. They felt they needed to look more mature 
and important, having recently been promoted to the diz-
zying heights of Lance Corporal. Being clean living lads 

were a total of 43 casualties that day, a day which be-
came known as Black Saturday. The Tunnel Rat casu-
alties included: Corporal E Baker (WIA) and Sappers 
T Binney (WIA), J Harrison (WIA), R Hubble (KIA), D 
Jensen (WIA, J Miller (WIA) and M Nevins WIA. 

they of course resisted the charms of the bar girls and 
were safely back at the Peter Badco Cub in time for din-
ner at 5pm. Bob and Roo Dog still enjoy recounting their 
Vung Tau adventures, as well as more challenging times 
together such as when they deloused a very nasty anti-
personnel device they’d found at Hoa Long. Were the 
bars or the booby traps more dangerous?



This fascinating series of photos 
shows Tunnel Rats working with 
Infantry, obviously searching tun-
nels and pulling out enemy weap-
ons. The photos were sent to us by 
James Metcalf who was with the US 
Air Force. James was assigned to 
1ATF at Nui Dat as part of the Tacti-
cal Air Control Party that provided 
US Air Support. James would ac-
company the various Battalions out 
on operations for Air Liaison when 
needed. “Here are some photos I 
took on one operation of some Tun-
nel Rats and a clearing of a tunnel 
they found,” says James. “I don’t 
have the exact date but these were 
taken by me around June/July 1966. 
Hopefully some of the individuals 
can be identified by others.” Can 
anyone recall the operation and 
the location. Looks like a village in 
some photos. James joined the po-
lice after Vietnam, and became a 
bomb technician, doing his training 
at the highly regarded Redstone Ar-
senal Explosives School. 

Were you there?
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Jim Metcalf (US 
Air Force) out on 
an operation with 
5RAR in 1966. 
Note he has 
discovered that 
Aussie GP boots 
are better than 
those leaky Yank 
canvas things



Magical mystery bar

This Sapper prefers to remain anon-
ymous due to the subject matter of 
the photo. The Fire Support Base 
(FSB) had been dismantled and 
all but abandoned, but he had just 
one more thing to do before head-
ing back to Nui Dat. The dunnies at 
FSBs were a crude seat built over a 
pit, with no privacy screen in sight. 
The Army figured; “you’re all blokes 
anyway.” These dunnies quickly be-
came flyblown, with flies continually 
exiting between your legs during 
a session - and you knew exactly 
where they’d been. Ugly.       

The lone crapper
NOSTALGIA PAGES7

Spotted by an alert young Sapper on a drive through Dat Do, “this little piggy 
has plenty”, and is no doubt heading for a breeding session with a few sorry 
sows somewhere deep in the village. 

Well endowed porker heads for a humping

Girl Power

The story on the bars of Vung Tau 
in our last issue has prompted one 
reader to send in this photo of The 
Beatles Bar, taken in Vung Tau in 
1970. Nobody we’ve spoken to 
can recall the place. Does anyone 
remember the bar? We guess the 
Beatles’ song “Love Me Do” was 
popular there, but perhaps not their 
hit song “Money Can’t Buy Me Love” 
- an absolute contradiction. It looks 
like a trio of Aussie desperates are 
heading along the footpath to the bar 
for a beer and musical interlude.   

This Viet Cong happy snap was 
found in a bunker during 4RAR’s 
Operation Lyre Bird in August 1968. 
The Tunnel Rat who found it handed 
over heaps lots of documents, but 
kept this photo as a souvenir.
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 The trip is for eight nights 
in Vietnam, (one night in Saigon, 
then five nights in VungTau fol-
lowed by two more nights in 
Saigon).
 Rather than adding to the 
costs and travel time by forcing 
everyone to depart from one city 
in Australia, each person will book 
and pay for their own return air 
ticket to Saigon, enabling them to 
find the best air ticket deal from 
their city.
 The plan is for us all to 

meet in Saigon on Saturday No-
vember 2nd and from there the 
Tour will commence.
 The first event is on the 
2nd – welcome drinks at 6pm 
.Book your air travel carefully to 
ensure you arrive in Saigon in 

time to get to the hotel, check-in 
and make it to the 6pm function. If 
the airline you choose arrives too 
late, book your flight to arrive the 
day prior and we’ll book an extra 
night in the hotel for you. 
 Shop around for the best 
airfare you can find. There are 
plenty of airlines flying into Saigon, 
so don’t grab the first airfare you 
find. Direct, non-stop flights are 
usually the more expensive op-
tion, and it is cheaper to fly via 
another city. There are regular 
flights out of Australia to Saigon 

8 nights from 
2nd november till 
10 november 2013

Sharing the experience with current serving combat engineers

Focussed on Tunnel Rats, we’ll visit all the key battle and opera-
tional areas, including the infamous barrier minefield and the caves 
and tunnels of the enemy’s base in the Long Hai Mountains. We’ll 
host a BBQ with our former enemy, the men who served with 33 
NVA Regiment, now based in Binh Ba. We’lI tour the enemy tunnels 
at Cu Chi and Long Phuoc. We’ll hold a memorial service for our 35 
fallen comrades, at the memorial rock which still sits in our former 
Squadron HQ area at Nui Dat - followed by a traditional Troop BBQ 
(piss-up). We’ll do a nostalgia tour of Vungers, visiting The Flags 
area, the old Badcoe Club area, the old R&C leave Centre, sites 
of infamous old bars and other places of former ill-repute, plus of 
course the Grand Hotel where we’ll have a beer for old times sake.  

eight nights in Vietnam 
and you won’t have to dig-in once

Join us on our ultimate trip back to Vietnam
TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - NOVEMBER 2nd-10th 2013

Current serving 
Combat Engineers 
are also invited on 

the tour, and we’ll be 
honoured to have 

them aboard 



HEADING BACK TO VIETNAM11

via Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, 
Bangkok or Brunei. 
 The planned return date 
for leaving Saigon to head back 
home is Sunday 10th November. 
 Our tour is for guys only – 
with the only exception being any 
current serving female members 
of Combat Engineer units who 
may wish to join the tour. 
 Tunnel Rats are welcome 
to have their sons come along 
on the trip, and Tunnel Rats are 
also welcome to ask a best mate 
along to share the experience. 
Sons and mates will collectively 
be known as “worthless civilians” 
on the tour, and may be asked to 
perform menial tasks from time to 
time.
 The cost covers all speci-
fied tours, English speaking 
guides, permits and buses and 
other tour transport in Vietnam, 
and includes eight nights in ho-
tels including all breakfasts. 
 This time, our special 
lunches and dinners are also in-
cluded in the cost (rather than 
collect for them on the day). 

These include the “Troop” BBQ 
and piss-up at Nui Dat and the 
Farewell Dinner. All other lunch-
es, dinners and drinks will be at 
our own expense).
 The full cost for all of this is 
$900 per person if you are shar-
ing a room (twin share) or $1200 
if you want a room of your own. 
 We’d appreciate receiving 
your initial bookings and deposit 
ASAP so we can lock down all 
the tours and other details. If for 
any reason you later need to pull 

out, you’ll receive a full refund. 
 At our welcome drinks in 
Saigon you’ll receive an overall 
briefing on the tour. Then each 
morning of the tour you’ll receive 
a detailed briefing on that day’s 
activity, often with associated 
documents and maps. We’ll take 
that opportunity to also report on 
who has gone AWOL, or has had 

ABOVE:  We’ll enjoy a BBQ 
lunch and piss-up in our old lines 
area at Nui Dat (no two cans per 

man per day limit this time).

welcome back Sappers - the old gates at nui Dat await your arrival

TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - NOVEMBER 2nd-10th 2013
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a unique Vung Tau experience 
worth sharing. 
 We’ll return to our hotel 
each day in time to enjoy drinks 
together before people go their 
own way for the evening. The 
comradeship of these drink ses-
sions will be a highlight of the 
tour.
Day 1: Australia to Saigon:
 People will be arriving at 

different times throughout the day 
(or the day before).
 You’ll be met at the Saigon 
airport and transferred to the Con-
tinental Palace hotel. After check-
in you’re free to roam but be back 
in time for Welcome Drinks at 
6pm, followed by dinner. Over-
night in Saigon.
Day 2: Saigon to Vung Tau
 After check-out we’ll trans-
fer to the Rex hotel in Vung Tau 
by bus. After lunch, we’ll do our 
nostalgia tour of Vung Tau by bus 
and foot, taking in lots of nostalgic 
sights. Overnight in Vung Tau.
Day 3: Baria and Long Phuoc
 In the morning we head to 
Baria where we’ll visit the Austra-
lian funded orphanage. Then it’s 
off to the Long Phuoc area (close 
to Nui Dat) to visit the tunnels 
there and meet up with some of 
the old VC who used the tunnels  
during the war. This site includes 
a memorial to the local VC who 

were killed during the war. Over-
night in VungTau.
Day 4: Long Tan, plus Binh Ba
 We’ll visit the Long Tan bat-
tlefield and memorial where we’ll 
place a wreath in remembrance 
of all Australians KIA in Vietnam. 
We then head to Binh Ba to meet 
with our former enemy, veterans 
of the 33 NVA. Overnight in Vung 
Tau.
Day 5: The Horseshoe, mine-
field and Long Hai Mountains
 The Horseshoe feature 
was the starting point of the 11km 
long barrier minefield laid by 1 Fld 
Sqn Sappers. We’ll meet with for-
mer VC who actually lifted mines 
from the minefield to be used 
against us. We’ll visit the site of 
Phil Baxter’s terrible mine inci-
dent near Lang Phouc Hai. Then 
we’ll visit the Long Hai Mountains 
was the VC’s big base camp in 
our area, and a place of much 
grief for the Aussie troops. The We’ll visit the historic Grand Hotel

HEADING BACK TO VIETNAM

Pack your best civvies - we’ll be spending five glorious nights in Vungers

1 Troop Fashionista’s on leave in Vung Tau in 1969 (left to right):  
John Felton, Tony Marriott, Steve Dunne and “Tubby” Olson   

TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - NOVEMBER 2nd-10th 2013
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VC called it the “Minh Dam Se-
cret Zone” and it now features 
a beautiful memorial to the VC 
killed throughout the province. 
Day 6 nui Dat
 We’ll tour the old base 
camp including, SAS Hill, 
Luscombe Field, Rowe’s Lagoon 
and the old Troop Lines areas of 
1 Fld Sqn. We’ll then we’ll hold a 
memorial service for our 35 fallen 
Tunnel Rat comrades, right on the 
site of our former Squadron HQ 
at Nui Dat, and at the actual cer-
emonial rock placed there in April 
1970, which is still there. This will 
be followed by a traditional Troop 
BBQ (piss-up) amongst the rub-
ber trees. Overnight in Vung Tau.

Vung Tau
 You’ll have plenty of time 
each evening and most after-
noons to relax, explore Vung Tau, 
laze by the hotel pool, go shop-
ping, walk along the beach, go 
for a nostalgic bar crawl with your 
mates, or simply stroll the streets 
and soak up the atmosphere.
Day 7: Vung Tau to Saigon
 It’s back to Saigon where 
you are free this day for a bit of 
shopping and sightseeing. Over-
night in Saigon.
Day 8: cu chi Tunnels Tour
 We’ll have a guided tour 
just for our group plus the chance 
to fire the AK47 and Armalite 
weapons on their range (cost 
US$1 per bullet). Then we head 
back to Saigon, where you’ll have 
time for a bit of shopping and a 
rest before our big farewell dinner. 
Next day transfer to the airport to 
depart for Australia, or stay on 
and tour more of Vietnam on your 
own arrangements.

Sharing Sapper experiences 
We’re excited on multiple levels 
about the aspect of sharing this 
trip with current serving Sap-
pers. The similarities of our tasks 
in Vietnam and their tasks in Af-
ghanistan today are striking. 
 On one level we hope the 
young Sappers will get an under-
standing of how we operated in 
terms of combat engineer tasks, 
particularly when attached to In-
fantry and Armoured units. 
 They’ll gain an insight into 
the casualties we suffered, and 
why, plus how we coped with it. 
They’ll see first-hand the simi-
larities between our tasks in Viet-
nam and theirs in Afghanistan, 
and how much better trained and 
equipped they are than we were.
 There will be the unique 
experience of melding together 
the incredible comradeship the 

old and the young Sappers enjoy 
as a result of our service.
 We have great respect for 
and empathy with serving Sap-
pers in Combat Engineer roles 
today. 
 It will be a privilege for us 
to share time with these current 
serving soldiers in our former war 
zone, and hear their experiences 
in Iraq, Afghanistan and else-
where over a few beers. 
 Serving Sappers of all 
ranks are welcome - as long as 
they currently serve, or have 
served in a Combat Engineer 
unit. If you’re a serving Sapper 
and you wish to join us on the 
tour, simply fill in the form.
 If you are a serving Sapper 
and have any questions about the 
tour, contact Jim Marett on 0403 
041 962 or by email on: tunnel-
rat@optusnet.com.au

“Sappers four decades apart will share their experiences in the
unique environment of the Vietnam Tunnel Rat’s old haunts”

HEADING BACK TO VIETNAM

Different wars, but nothing 
changes -The similarities in our 

roles are  extraordinary

TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - NOVEMBER 2nd-10th 2013
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Five nights at 
The rex Hotel Vung Tau

 Facing the “Front Beach” 
in Vung Tau, the Rex is a good 
base for us for our tours to the 
old operational areas of Phuoc 
Tuy Province. The hotel is an 
easy walk to popular bars and 
restaurants, and a short stroll to 
“The Flags” (or where they used 
to be). It is also just up the road 
from the famous Grand Hotel. 
It has a great pool and a good 
breakfast area for us to gather at 
each morning. 

Our hotels in Saigon and Vung Tau

An SOER soldier fully kitted out

TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - NOVEMBER 2nd-10th 2013

One night at the historic 
Hotel continental Saigon

 Built in 1880 during the 
French Colonial days, the hotel 
catered to wealthy traders and 
rubber plantation owners. During 
the war it was home to many jour-
nalists and war correspondents 
and reputedly for spies from both 
sides. Time magazines had their 
office on the second floor of the 
hotel. Mathieu Francini, a reputed 
gangster from Corsica took over 
the hotel in 1930, and later his 
son Philippe ran it until the Com-
munist takeover in April 1975. 
The hotel has been superbly re-
furbished.
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BELOW: A typical room at the Rex Hotel in Vung Tau.  
All are airconditioned and have ensuite bathrooms. 

RIGHT: A superb sunset over the bay from a seaview 
room at The Rex Hotel Vung Tau.

Two nights at 
The Grand Hotel Saigon

 Our last two nights are 
spent at the historic Grand Hotel 
(left). It’s a place rich in history and 
boasting some superb French art 
deco architecture. Lots of shops 
and restaurants nearby. Plenty 
of taxis available out front all the 
time. The pool (below left) is in a 
central courtyard. Originally built 
as the Saigon Palace in 1930 
(see below), the hotel was totally 
refurbished in 1997, retaining the 
original style of the rooms in the 
old wing.  

TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - NOVEMBER 2nd-10th 2013
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 Phil Baxter MM (1 Tp 
68/69) is joining us on the tour, 
and together with Phil we will visit 
the site of the 6RAR mine incident 
in the Long Greens in which Phil 
was awarded the Military Medal.  
 There were 26 casualties 
in the incident, 2 KIA and 24 WIA 
including Phil and his Number 2, 
Dave Sturmer. It will be an emo-
tional visit for us all, particularly 
for Phil, who will lay a wreath at 
the site 43 years after the event.
 “After the initial shock and 
the realization that we were in a 
mine incident, we yelled out to 
everyone to remain still. Not to 
move,” Says Phil. At this stage 
there were 18 casualties, includ-
ing Phil and Dave. 
 “Dave and I attended to 
each others wounds, then I sent 
Dave prodding with his bayonet 
to clear a safe lane towards the 
Platoon Commander, Lt. Hines, 
while I prodded towards the ra-
dio to call in assistance,” recalled 
Phil.
 Dave Sturmer still remem-
bers the moment vividly: “The 
first I knew of it was the thick 
smoke that passed me, and Phil 
pulling me to the ground telling 
me I was bleeding from the back 
of my legs. As my headphones 
were removed the screams of 
pain from all the injured men 
ripped through my ears. You 
couldn’t imagine what we were 
about to witness. Phil who had 
been covering me had been hit 
all up the back and legs, if not for 
him I would have worn the lot.
 “PhiI was quick to react, 
and we both started clearing 
from where we had started, back 
through the devastation and the 

path which we knew was safe.
 Phil continues the story: 
“Dave and I then set about clear-
ing safe paths to all the wounded, 
and then to the others,” says Phil. 
“Dave and I then started clearing 
a safe path to an area suitable 
for helicopter evacuation, and 
began clearing the evacuation 
area itself, ensuring it was clear 
of mines.
 “With the helicopters now 
able to operate, more Sappers 
could come in to help with the 
mine clearing. A Combat Engi-
neer Team from 1 Troop came 
in, which meant Dave Sturmer 
and I were able to be evacuated 
to hospital to have our wounds 
tended to.”
 Unfortunately for those 
still on the ground at the scene, 
the nightmare continued. In mov-
ing about to tend to the wound-
ed, the RMO, Captain Ander-
son stepped on and detonated 
another M-16 mine. This mine 
caused another eight casualties.

 Both Phil Baxter and Dave 
Sturmer returned to 1 Troop to 
complete their tours after their 
hospitalization and recupera-
tion. 
 Looking back on the 
July 21st incident now, Phil re-
calls: “With so much going on 
you didn’t have time to think of 
anything other than getting out 
of there without any further ca-
sualties. “After the incident I 
didn’t feel I’d done anything spe-
cial — I was just using my skills 
and training to help my mates. 
“l did feel washed out though, 
and must have looked a wreck. 
When Sapper Dave Wright was 
winched down and saw me, he 
recalled later that I looked men-
tally and physically stuffed.

NOTE: This incident inspired the 
famous song “I was only 19”. The 
writer of the song is John Schu-
mann, and John’s brother-in-law, 
Mike Storey was a member of 3 
Platoon, 6RAR. 

ABOVE: Sapper Phil Baxter out on operations with 6RAR

TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - NOVEMBER 2nd-10th 2013
we’ll visit the site of 
one of the most hor-
rendous mine inci-

dents involving 
Australian troops in 

Vietnam
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 A highlight of our tour 
back to Vietnam will be beers 
and a BBQ lunch with our former 
enemy, Veterans of the 33 NVA 
Regiment. In Binh Ba these men 
have established a clubhouse 
and a beautiful memorial to their 
fallen comrades. 
 We’ll meet with them on 
the simple basis, that we’re all 
old soldiers who did our duty and 
respect the fact that we each 
honour our fallen comrades.
 The 33 NVA Regiment 
was a well-trained regiment of the 
North Vietnam People’s Army, 
and regularly fought against Aus-
tralian troops operating in and 
around Phuoc Tuy Province.
 The 33 NVA regiment or 
elements of it participated in bat-
tles at Binh Ba, Long Khanh and 
Nui Le against Australian Army 
forces, as well as many other 
smaller actions. 
 In September 1971, just 
weeks before Australian troops 
were due to leave for home, 
4RAR fought Australia’s last 
battle of the Vietnam War and it 
was primarily against the 33 NVA 

Regiment. 
 In what became known as 
the Battle of Nui Le, 24 Austra-
lian soldiers were wounded and 
five were killed in just one day 
of action against 33 NVA Regi-
ment. All were from 4RAR, and 
they were the last Australians to 
die in combat in Vietnam. 
 At the time, the 33 NVA 
Regiment was the most dan-
gerous enemy force confront-
ing the Australians. The North 
Vietnamese soldiers, said 4RAR 
intelligence officer Captain R. 
L. Sayce, “planned well, carried 
out detailed reconnaissance and 
moved carefully. They were past 

masters at laying out ambushes, 
they employed snipers from tree 
tops, built well-sited, solid bun-
kers and cut effective fire lanes. 
They were generally well disci-
plined, making little noise during 
movement or while in camp, and 
strictly adhered to the doctrine of 
always carrying out their wound-
ed and dead after a contact if 
possible.”
 The 33 NVA Regiment 
memorial at Binh Ba lists 2,100 
killed in the war, out of an esti-
mated 4,000 Vietnamese Viet 
Cong and NVA killed in the two 
provinces Australian troops op-
erated in from 1966 to 1972.

33 NVA Regiment soldiers cross a river on their march towards 
Phuoc Tuy Province (Australian War Memorial collection photo)

33 NVA Regiment Veterans at their memorial complex in Binh Ba

Machine-gunner Private 
‘Jimmy” Duff of 12 Platoon, D 
Company, 4RAR/NZ, fills his 
water bottle in August 1971. 

One month later he was killed 
at the Battle of Nui Le, one of 

the last Australian battle casu-
alties of the Vietnam War. 

TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - NOVEMBER 2nd-10th 2013
we’ll have lunch 
with our former 

enemy
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On top of all this, 
there’s so much 

more, just waiting for 
you in Vietnam:

 Just for old times sake, meet 
up with that beautiful young Vung 
Tau girl who captured your heart in 
1967. She’s still waiting for you. 

 Bring your membership card 
to qualify for those incredible food 
and beverage discounts at the Peter 
Badcoe Club (conditions apply).  

VIETNAM TRIP $200 DEPOSIT & BOOKING FORM DO IT NOW!
 

Name:                                                                                                     Service number: 
Address: 
                                                                                                                                          Postcode: 
Phone:                                                                               Mobile: 
Email: 
If you are a current serving soldier please provide current rank and name of CER unit serving or 
served with: 
If you are a Vietnam Tunnel Rat please list Troop served with and approximate dates: 
 
If you are the son or mate of a Tunnel Rat on the tour, please provide his name:   
The deposit required is $200. If for any reason you have to cancel, the deposit is fully refundable. 
Please tick below your method of payment: 
O  By EFT deposit into our bank account : 
BSB: 343002  Account Number:  099000031  Account name: Vietnam Tunnel Rats Association  
(please email us to advise you have paid by EFT – email to tunnelrat@optusnet.com.au)   
O  Cheque or Australia Post Money Order – payable to Vietnam Tunnel Rats Association 
O  Credit card     O Visa     O Mastercard           Name on card:  
Card number:                                                                                                          Expiry date: 
(Please note: Statement will read “Ultimate Design Graphics Pty Ltd” 
O  I will be sharing a room on the $900 deal    O  I want a room on my own on the $1200 deal 
Post  to: Vietnam Tunnel Rats Assoc 43 Heyington Place Toorak Vic 3142 
Or email to: tunnelrat@optusnet.com.au 

Or simply email the same information requested above, to tunnelrat@optusnet.com.au 
 

 Have a Ba-Mi-Ba beer with-
out ice and bugs in it. They have real 
cold beer now and you can get it for 
as little $2 per bottle. 

 Be a millionaire for eight 
days. Just one Aussie dollar gets 
you 20,000 Vietnamese Dong.

 Get the crabs in Vung Tau  
- real crabs, not those nasty itchy 
ones.  Enjoy huge seafood feasts for 
just A$20 per head.

 You’ll meet much friendlier   
people in the tunnels this time - and 
you won’t be needing your pistol and 
torch - or even your lucky charm.

TUNNEL RATS TOUR BACK TO VIETNAM - NOVEMBER 2nd-10th 2013



17 SAPPER SUPPORT

 Increasingly, Australia’s 
military engagements are being 
fought by the few, with many ADF 
personnel putting themselves in 
harm’s way on multiple opera-
tional deployments. We stand 
solidly behind our soldiers on 
deployment, and we want noth-
ing but the best for our wounded 
from the Afghanistan conflict. 
Our hearts ache for their families, 
particularly the families of those 
who have paid the ultimate sac-
rifice. The Wandering Warriors 
movement embrace these same 
aims and concerns.
 Since Operation Slipper 
commenced, there have been 
40 operational deaths in Af-
ghanistan, and as at 31 March 
2013, there have been 253 ADF 
members wounded in action in 
Afghanistan.
 There are no solid statis-
tics on those veterans who are 
returning to Australia suffering 
psychological trauma. However, 
it is widely reported that there will 
be an increase in Defence force 
members that will face a range 
of physical and psychological is-
sues following the last few years 
of high operational tempo.
 From 3 August to 5 Sep-
tember 2013, Wandering War-
riors, under the auspice of the 
SAS Association Qld will con-
duct a relay walk, the Brisbane 
to Birdsville Megawalk, raising 
funds for their charity partners. 
 The Megawalk will cover 
over 1600 kilometres in 33 days. 
With the support of corporate 
Australia and the Australian com-
munity, they aim to raise at least 
$100,000. Sponsors and donors 
will be identifying with a cause 
which has broad-based commu-
nity support. 
 Together, we can show 

Showing support for our Afghanistan War comrades
Tunnel Rats turn out in Brisbane to support Wandering

Warriors Megawalk - Brisbane to Birdsville

our defence force personnel that 
the Australian community values 
their efforts and their sacrifice.
 South East Queensland 
based members of the Vietnam 
Tunnel Rats Assn turned out at 

ANZAC Square to support the 
Wandering Warriors, and to wish 
them well. It was great to see 
Sapper Curtis ‘Kiwi’ McGrath 
from 2CER at the launch, as well 
as Colonel Russell Maddelena 
(RAE) from Special Operations 
Command Canberra. COL Mad-
delena is a former CO of the 
SOER at Holsworthy NSW.
Dare to Donate
 Tunnel Rats Australia-
wide are urged to get behind 
this worthwhile cause. Funds go 
to all Afghanistan War Veterans 
and their families.
 South East  Qld Tunnel 
Rats challenge all Sappers of the 
Vietnam War to donate at least 
$20 per head; just go the web-
site www.wanderingwarriors.org/  
and click on the ‘Dare to Donate’ 
button. 

ABOVE: SE Qld Tunnel Rats turn out at ANZAC Square to sup-
port the Wandering Warriors. In uniform is COL Russell Maddelena 
(RAE), Special Operations Command and in the red shirts are two 

Megawalk participants,  Mungo McCabe and Sam Andaloro. 
TOP:  Tunnel Rats, Ted Podlich (left) and Bob Smith (right), with 

Sapper Curtis ‘Kiwi’ McGrath of 2CER, WIA Afghanistan.



18

 With the kind permission 
of the author, here we repro-
duce some extracts specifically 
on mine warfare experiences 
of Australian troops in Vietnam, 
which will be of particular inter-
est to Holdfast readers. 
 The extracts are from a 
superb new book nearing com-
pletion which is being written by 
Fred Fairhead, of Erindale SA, 
who served with 2PIR (Pacific Is-
land Regiment) 1965-67; 6RAR, 
1967-69; 6RAR/NZ (ANZAC), 
1969-70; and 8/9RAR, 1976-77. 
 “This book was written to 
provide an understanding of the 
extent of the Royal Australian 
Regiment’s involvement and the 
nature of its role in the Vietnam 
War,” says Fred in his preface to 
the book. 
 “As such the book is more 
about what the battalions did and 
less about why, though I have 
occasionally indulged myself by 
mentioning some of the injudi-
cious decisions made by both 
government and high command.
 “The book does not in-
tend to summarise official histo-
ries or to supplant battalion his-
tories and other privately written 
publications which describe and 
evaluate specific aspects of the 
war. Rather, my aim was to pro-
vide an understanding of the op-
erations conducted by the Regi-
ment as its role evolved over the 
seven years it was committed 
to the war; to that extent some 
55 operations are described to 
varying degree.”
 In his foreword to the 
book, Laurie Lewis AM, Brigadier 
(Retired), says: “Fred has used 
his abundant skills of research 
and analysis to produce a first 
class history of the Regiment’s 
contributions during the Vietnam 

Minewarfare on Route 44
Extracts from “A Duty Done” (A summary of operations by the Royal Australian Regiment 

in the Vietnam War 1965-1972) by Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) Fred Fairhead

conflict. He has pursued with 
considerable vigour the need 
to establish the factual detail of 
each encounter with the enemy. 
In that respect alone this endea-
vour is timely, as the numbers of 
veterans who took part in those 
engagements is diminishing and 
once concise recall is fading. 
 “His investigations have 
shown we cannot always rely on 
war diaries and after action re-
ports.  
 “In describing over 50 op-
erations in the seven year peri-
od, the book has given particular 
emphasis to two aspects of the 
actions involved; ie: an analysis 
of the rights and wrongs for deal-
ing with enemy bunker systems 
and the tragic consequences of 
constructing the ill-fated barrier 
minefield had on Infantry and 
supporting combat engineers.”
 
The book is to be published by:
The Royal Australian Regiment 
Association SA Inc.
13 Beatty Street
Linden Park, SA 5068. 
Email: rar01@internode.on.net 

chapter iX:
minewarfare on route 44

 The flawed thinking be-
hind the decision to lay a Barrier 
Minefield from the Horseshoe 
Defensive Position to the sea 
near Lang Phuoc Hai to prevent 
enemy access to the villages on 
Route 44 is well documented and 
is without doubt the single most 
costly mistake made in the war.
 In March 1967, 5RAR se-
cured and prepared the defences 
at the ‘Horseshoe’ and despite 
its profound opposition to the 
proposal, 1 Field Squadron (Maj 
BG Florence) then commenced 
laying some 23,000 M16 Anti-
Personnel Mines with about half 
being fitted with anti-lift devices. 
as anyone with only a modicum 
of mine warfare training knows, 
a mine is a weapon that does 
not differentiate between friend 
and foe; and, when laid in large 
numbers, eg a Barrier Minefield, 
should be covered by observa-
tion and direct fire.
 There were two serious 
errors in the planning for the 
project: Firstly, the minefield was 
never going to deny access be-
cause the enemy was already on 
the inside of it (including in the 
Long Hais). The District of Dat Do 
(or Long Dat as it was called by 
the VC) was the population and 
food centre of Phuoc Tuy Prov-
ince and the villages along Route 
44 had a long history of being anti 
government, especially in Dat Do 
and Phuoc Loi. 
 The District had its own 
Local VC Company (C25) and 
each Village had a VC Guerrilla 
Squad. The physical link between 
these enemy units and the civil-
ian population was made by the 
VC Infrastructure (VCI) who lived 
in the villages and had been very 



ence. The response by the enemy 
was to attempt to retain control, 
including by the extensive use of 
mines in two distinct ways: (i) in a 
defensive mode to protect camps 
and supply dumps; and (ii), as an 
offensive weapon to counter our 
patrolling and ambushing, es-
pecially close to villages where 
‘civilians’ provided information 
on our movements and on occa-
sions most likely helped to lay the 
mines.
 The following pages are 
a summary of the three opera-
tions from the ‘Route 44’ AO only, 
as 5RAR in particular conducted 
separate operations during the 
period, including near the Nui Thi 
Vai.

9rAr Operation reynella: 
8 may – 13 June 1969

 On 8 May 1969, 9RAR 
less one company at the Horse-
shoe deployed into an AO south 
east of Dat Do between Route 44 
and the Long Hai Hills with the 
three rifle companies in blocking/
ambushing positions in a line be-
tween FSB Thrust and north of 
the Dinh Co Monastery. Almost 

immediately the enemy reacted 
by laying mines with B Company 
(Maj EA Chitham) having one laid 
outside its night defensive loca-
tion but which didn’t
detonate when a soldier trod on it 
(1) and one which was laid under 
paving in the Dinh Co Monastery
(2) which killed one soldier (Pte 
RJ Yule) and wounded another.
 On 15 May a company of 
D445 VC Battalion occupied Dat 
Do and 9RAR was redeployed to 
cordon the village together with 
W Company 4RAR/NZ. Despite 
several sweeps by ARVN units 
nothing eventuated and 9RAR 
returned to its tasks on 19 May, 
by which time enemy based in 
the Long Hais had drifted out and 
back for resupply! 
 On the evening of 20 May 
2 Platoon (2Lt AJ Daniels) am-
bushed 10 VC killing three and 
wounding several others (3).
 As part of the pacification 
programme 1 Field Squadron 
was tasked to build a ring of bun-
kers (38 in total) around Dat Do 
for District forces to defend the 
village. On 24 May, D Company 

active along Route 44 to the ex-
tent that it was considered by the 
enemy to be a “liberated area”. 
Early in the war, the 1ATF Divi-
sional Intelligence Unit’s ‘Acorn 
Operations’ were successful in 
keeping a lid on VCI operations 
however, by 1969 they had been 
discontinued and replaced by 
the less efficient and infamous 
US (CIA) sponsored ‘Phoenix 
Programme’. Secondly, the no-
tion that the local ARVN/Regional 
Force would ensure the security 
and thus the integrity of the mine-
field was never going to happen. 
 Soon after its completion 
the enemy, whose capabilities 
were grossly underestimated, 
developed techniques to lift the 
mines and the anti-lift devices 
(a M26 Grenade variant). This 
allowed a continuous process 
of lifting mines for storage and 
creating gaps in the minefield 
for the enemy to cross. Some of 
the mines were even stored in 
bunkers built in the middle of the 
minefield! (See End Notes, para-
graph 12).
 In mid 1969 HQ 1ATF 
(Brig CMI Pearson), under pres-
sure from the Corps Commander 
(Lt Gen JJ Ewell) to progress the 
US change in direction of ‘Pacifi-
cation’ leading to ‘Vietnamisation’ 
(sic), ordered three operations 
in succession to regain control 
of the population in Dat Do Dis-
trict. This was given emphasis by 
the apparent unfettered ability of 
D445 VC Battalion and local VC 
Companies to enter and occupy 
villages along Route 44. 
 Thus the scene was set for 
one of the most difficult periods 
the Regiment was to encounter 
in Vietnam, ie 8 May to 15 August 
1969 during Operations Reynella 
(9RAR), Esso (5RAR) and Mund-
ingburra (6RAR/NZ). The opera-
tions were aimed essentially at 
securing the population in the Dat 
Do District against enemy interfer-
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(Maj IJC Hearn) was redeployed 
to protect the engineer works and 
to reinforce the Assault Pioneer 
Platoon (2Lt RA Lunny). 
 On 25 May, 4 Platoon (2Lt 
MJ Bell) detonated an M16 mine 
(4) which was one of a cluster of 
three; two men were wounded 
one fatally (Pte PF Reidy). On 30 
and 31 May there were two mine 
incidents near engineer works in 
the south east of Dat Do. The first 
(5), involved a D Company Sec-
tion (Cpl DK O’Reilly) protecting 

an engineer ork party; the section 
was moving on the tracks made 
by a bulldozer when a District HQ 
jeep drove between the tracks 
and detonated a mine wounding 
four men, two seriously including 
the Section Commander. 
 On 31 May a Section of 
the Assault Pioneer Platoon was 
travelling in the back of an engi-

neer dump truck on a track that 
had been swept the day before, 
when it detonated two mines (6) 
from a cluster of four wounding 
seven soldiers. 
 Although this was the last 
mine incident for 9RAR it wasn’t 
the end of the pain because just 
after midnight on 6 June FSB 
Thrust was mortared with some 
thirty 82mm rounds from a base 
plate (located next day in ruins) a 
kilometre or so to the north west 
(7). One member of the Signals 
Platoon was killed (Cpl DJ Bren-
nan) and seven other soldiers in 
the FSB were wounded.

5rAr Operation esso: 
15 June – 15 July 1969

 On 15 June 5RAR re-
placed 9RAR with initial company 
deployment as: A Company (Maj 
RF Sutton) north of Xuyen Moc to 
conduct rice denial operations; B 
Company (Maj RE Harring) to the 
Dinh Co area; C Company (Maj 
CH Ducker) west of Phuoc Loi to 
protect Land Clearing operations; 
and, D Company (Maj MP Blake) 
to Dat Do to protect engineer con-
struction tasks. 
 The latter company was 
the first to suffer from mines dur-
ing its deployment into Dat Do on 
15 June when 12 Platoon (Sgt RL 
Lees) detonated a mine (1) killing 
two soldiers (Cpl JJ Kennedy and 
Pte PJ Jackson) and wounding 
twenty five, one of whom died 
from his wounds that night (Pte 
TC Turner) with about half being 
so seriously injured they required 
repatriation back to Australia. 
 In effect the platoon had 
been decimated by a single mine 
which sprayed shrapnel from 
some 2 metres high over a radius 
of 35 metres. It had most likely 
been laid by locals who were giv-
en information on D Company’s 
deployment plans by an informant 
at District Headquarters. Opera-
tions for 5RAR had suddenly be-
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FSB Thrust in July 1969 after a 
prefabricated observation tower 

had been constructed for the 
Gunners. AWM BEL/69/0437/VN



come very murky!
 That night and again in the 
early hours of the following day, 
10 Platoon (Sgt BK London) ex-
acted some revenge when it had 
two contacts in an ambush near 
a hamlet in Dat Do(2). The first 
was about 10pm when a ten man 
VC porter party was allowed into 
the ambush to set off a flare; four 
enemy were killed. About 5 hours 
later some six enemy returned 
to the ambush site and engaged 
the Platoon with small arms and 
grenades. One Australian was 
killed (Pte AEL Waring) and three 
wounded while two VC were also 
killed.
 On 20 June, 4 Platoon (Lt 
GJ Dunlop) was redeployed to 
the Long Green and the following 
day it had three contacts with the 
enemy; two in the morning and 
one late afternoon (3) resulting in 
six enemy killed or wounded and 
three Australians wounded. 
 Meanwhile 3 Platoon (2Lt 
JR James) had moved to an 
ARVN base two kilometres east 
of Dat Do to support operations 
by 2/52 ARVN Battalion. On 25 
June the Platoon and a company 
from 2/52 had two contacts in an 
ambush (4) with ten enemy killed 
and wounded and one ARVN 
killed and eight wounded. 
 On 4 July 7 Platoon (2Lt 
DJ Mead) was moving into a 
night ambush position when it 
detonated an M16 mine (5) kill-
ing one man (Pte LJ Petit) and 
wounding ten others including 
the Platoon Commander and the 
Platoon Stretcher Bearer (Pte 
WR Herbert) who still managed 
to treat the wounded. 
 Sadly an hour later after 
the Dustoff was complete an-
other mine was detonated killing 
two more (LCpl PL Smith and Pte 
HL Muller) and wounding another 
five including the attached mine 
clearing Sapper (Spr RJ Earl) who 
had cleared a path for the Dustoff 

and now had to do it again. Next 
morning a third mine was located 
in a cleared lane with snail shells 
covering the prongs.
 For their courageous ac-
tions in the 7 Platoon mine inci-
dents, Pte WR Herbert and Spr 
RJ Earl were awarded a Men-
tioned In Despatches.

6rAr/nZ 
Operation mundingburra: 
14 July - 15 August 1969

 On 14/15 July 6RAR/NZ 
relieved 5RAR in place but with 
A Company (Maj PL Belt) air as-
saulting into the eastern Light 
Green and B Company (Maj MJ 
Harris) deploying by APC to a 
separate AO east of Xuyen Moc. 
V Company (Maj LJ Lynch) de-
ployed to the area of the Dinh Co 
Monastery, D Company (Maj IT 
Stewart) to land clearing opera-
tions east of the Long Hais and 

W Company (Maj LG Williams) to 
security operations astride Route 
44.
 Contacts occurred in the 
first few days with 3 Platoon (Lt 
PA Hines) (1), 12 Platoon (2Lt 
AG Valentine) (2) and 2 Platoon 
(Lt WA Wallace) (3) all being suc-
cessful. 
 The first mine incident oc-
curred on 19 July when an at-
tempt was made to ambush the 
Intelligence Officer (IO) (Capt 
MF Fairhead) while he was in-
vestigating and finding VC rest 
and resupply facilities at the east-
ern edge of Phuoc Loi (see End 
Notes, paragraph 13). Instead, 
the mine killed six civilians and 
wounded another thirteen (4) 
proving the enemy didn’t care too 
much regarding the friend and/
or foe weapon characteristics of 
land mines!
 In the early hours of 21 
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July 2 Platoon V Company (Lt 
BE Hall) ambushed a squad of 
the Long Dien Guerrilla Unit kill-
ing four (5). At about 9.30 that 
day after man had just landed 
on the moon, 3 Platoon deto-
nated a mine (6) mortally wound-
ing the Platoon Commander and 
wounding 17 others. A Combat 
Engineer attached to the Pla-
toon (Cpl PT Baxter) despite 
being badly wounded radioed 
for more Field Engineer support 
and then cleared a path around 
the wounded and to a helicopter 
landing pad. 

 Some hours later after the 
wounded had been evacuated, 
the Battalion Doctor (Capt RT An-
derson) detonated another mine, 
blinding him, wounding 5 others 
including the Battalion Command-
ing Officer (Lt Col DM Butler) and 
killing the last surviving NCO (Cpl 
JD Needs). The 2iC (Maj NA Wal-
lace, RNZIR) assumed command 
of the Battalion. (See also End 
Notes, paragraph 14).
 On 23 July, V Company 
was in the process of clearing 
the Dinh Co Monastery for use 
by the locals when a mine was 
discovered which the Combat 
Engineers were prodding around 
when it detonated (7) killing two 
sappers (Sprs RG Smillie and J 
Smith) and wounding one other.
 A few hours later a W 
Company patrol (Cpl JW Radford) 
was moving into a ambush posi-

tion when a mine was detonated 
(8) killing the Patrol Commander 
and wounding five others, two 
of whom died within a few hours 
from their dreadful injuries (Ptes 
RA Hawthorne and TN Hollows) 
The NZ Assault Pioneer with the 
patrol (Pte GP Peat) despite be-
ing seriously wounded worked for 
some two hours to clear a safe 
area for the other wounded to be 
treated and evacuated by a relief 
patrol.
 During the operation a 
number of mines were located 
in caches, eg in the minefield 
where a Hoi Chanh showed the 
IO where a total of 24 mines and 
66 grenades were stockpiled (9) 
(but where there had been a 100 
mines stored originally). 95 gre-
nades were also found by the IO 
in a tomb near Dat Do (10) and 
Land Clearing Operations recov-
ered some 50 mines (11) and 
(12).
 On 3 August a D Com-
pany patrol was investigating a 
possible cache in a temple (13) 
which had been swept however, 

a mine remained undetected 
under a concrete floor and was 
detonated by an Assault Pioneer 
(Cpl FW Hoare) mortally wound-
ed him and seriously wounding 
two others (Cpl ID Munro and Pte 
M Gavrilovic). 
 On 12 August a 1 Pla-
toon W Company patrol (Lt PO 
McGuire) was searching for 6 
mines laid around a School in 
Phuoc Loi (14). Five were found 
but as the patrol began to set 
an ambush the sixth was deto-
nated killing a NZ Sapper (Spr 
RH Brown) and wounding three 
others one of whom died three 
months later in an Australian Hos-
pital (Spr JJ Barrett).
 The following awards were 
made for Op Mundingburra:
 Military Medal: Cpl PT Bax-
ter, 1 Field Squadron, attached 3 
Platoon A Company (see 21
July); Pte GP Peat RNZIR, As-
sault Pioneer attached to W Com-
pany (see 23 July).
 Mentioned In Despatches: 
Sgt AC McLean, 6RAR/NZ As-
sault Pioneer Pl Sgt.

On board the dustoff flight after 
both being wounded in the 

incident: Private John Goslett 
of 6RAR (left) and Sapper Phil 

Baxter of 1 Field Squadron
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End Notes, paragraph 12:
 On 25 July 1969, I was 
driving around the north of Dat Do 
when a young woman called Mai ap-
proached wanting to surrender as 
a Hoi Chanh. It was quickly estab-
lished (no water boarding) that she 
was both a mine lifter and a mine 
layer and was taken to the minefield 
on the eastern side of Dat Do where 
the group was joined by OC 1 Field 
Squadron (Maj Rex Rowe). 
 She then went into the mine-
field and demonstrated how she 
could first neutralize and then lift a 
mine and then the anti lift grenade 
(two birds with one stone). She then 
pointed out where there were two 
storage bunkers in the minefield 
which subsequently were shown to 
have 4 mines in one and 20 mines 
and 66 M26 Grenades in the other.
 A few days later (29 July 
1969), I happened to be at the Re-
gional Force Post south of Phuoc Loi 
when a defector from D445 VC Bat-
talion emerged from the paddy fields 
between Route 44 and the Long 
Green (where there was a gap in the 
minefield). 
 His name was Nguyen Van 
Nuong (alias Loc) and he was the 
Company Commander of C2 Com-
pany. He immediately gave direc-

tions to where his Company was at 
the western end of the ‘Long Green’ 
and as the Battery Commander 
(Maj John Bertram) was airborne 
at the time the spot was shelled by 
101 Field Battery located at FSB 
Thrust. When he was asked why 
he surrendered he said his wife, a 
member of the C2 Company, was 
being unfaithful with a number of 
his former comrades – hell has no 
fury like a cuckold VC Company 
Commander! 
 On 12 August, acting on in-
formation from the defector, I took 
an Engineer party to a cemetery 
south of Dat Do and adjacent to 

the minefield which at the time was 
being cleared with APC ‘mine killers’ 
with shrapnel flying in all directions. 
A tomb was located containing 95 
M26 grenades however, the mines 
which had been stored there were 
gone. Obviously the enemy had re-
alized we were onto it and removed 
the mines, most likely to the Long 
Hai Hills. The AWM Official History’s 
account of what occurred at this time 
and earlier on 25 July, gives all the 
credit to the men of 1 Field Squad-
ron and I would simply like to say 
that the courageous Sappers who 
worked alongside the Battalions de-
serve all the credit they can get.
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ABOVE: Sappers from 1 Field Squadron check out an area of the minefield just inside the fence-
line near Dat Do. TOP: Checking the inventory during the laying of the minefield in May 1967.

MINEWARFARE ON ROUTE 44



 By 1967 the Americans 
were clearly having difficulties 
with the tunnels in Cu Chi. The 
Viet Cong had so organized their 
local and regional forces that not 
only did US bases like Cu Chi 
face attack, but the security of 
Saigon itself was threatened. 
 General Westmoreland 
had to address this growing prob-
lem. Most of Cu Chi district was 
under ARVN or American control 
by day, but the Viet Cong domi-
nated it by night. The guerrillas 
had to have shelter, food, and 
weapons facilities. Many of these 
needs were supplied in the area 
adjoining Cu Chi, the large VC 
base nearest to Saigon, which 
was known as the Iron Triangle. 
For two years the Americans 
treated the Triangle with respect 

and caution, but in 1967 West-
moreland decided to mount the 
largest and most destructive op-
eration of the war. He planned to 
take out the Iron Triangle and its 
tunnels, to relieve the pressure 
on Saigon and the surrounding 
bases, such as Cu Chi. 
 The Triangle was a 40-
square-mile area of jungle and 
briar, beneath which was a hon-
eycomb of Viet Cong tunnels and 
bunkers. Its apex was the junction 
of the Saigon and Thi Tinh rivers, 
which formed two of its sides. The 
third was an imaginary line run-
ning from the village of Ben Suc 
eastward to the district capital 
of Ben Cat. Like Cu Chi facing it 
across the Saigon River, the Iron 
Triangle dominated the strategic 
land and river routes into Saigon.

Operation Cedar Falls
US Tunnel Rats have a second go at Cu Chi

Last issue we ran an extensive story on 3 Field Troop’s foray into the Viet Cong tunnels at 
Cu Chi. That overall operation (“Crimp”) was run by the American forces, and the Australian 
troops involved were obligated to move with them as the operation swept through the region. 
There was some disappointment amongst the Australian troops when the decision was made 
to move off, effectively abandoning the search of the tunnel system. The Tunnel Rats of 3 
Field Troop had explored some 700 metres of tunnels, plus many offshoots, but it was obvi-
ous the system was far larger than this. It is not widely known, but the American forces went 
back, almost exactly one year later, this time, determined to search it out, and sort it out.

 Operation Cedar Falls 
(named after a town in Iowa) was 
set for 8 January 1967. Its objec-
tives were savage and uncom-
promising. First of all, the village 
of Ben Suc was to be emptied of 
people and razed. All the other 
villages in the Triangle would be 
treated likewise. The chief aim of 
the operation was to locate the 
headquarters of the Viet Cong’s 
Military Region IV (MR IV), ex-
plore it, and then destroy it, along 
with any other tunnels that were 
found. Once the civilian popula-
tion had been cleared out of the 
Iron Triangle, it was to be stripped 
of vegetation and declared a free 
strike zone.
 A week of softening-up 
bombing missions by B-52s pre-
ceded the operation. Cedar Falls  
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Sgt. Ronald A. 
Payne, of Com-
pany A, 1st Bn, 
5th Infantry, 25th 
Infantry Division, 
during Operation 
“Cedar Falls” in 
January 1967



was a multidivisional operation 
involving 30,000 US troops, the 
largest in Vietnam to date. On 8 
January 1967 the village of Ben 
Suc - former population about 
3,500 - was wiped off the face of 
the earth. Its subsequent survival 
and rebirth testify to the impor-
tance of the tunnels to the VC. 
 Ben Suc was strategically 
situated at the crossing point of 
the Saigon River, on the northern 
bank facing Phu My Hung in Cu 
Chi district. It was the western 
point of the Iron Triangle. Because 
the Americans assumed that ap-
proaches to Ben Suc would be 
mined and booby trapped, and 
that a battalion of Viet Cong 
would be defending the village, a 
new form of attack was planned. 
 An entire battalion, 500 
men of the 1st/26th Infantry, the 
“Blue Spaders,” commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel Alexander M. 
Haig, were airlifted into the middle 
of the village by 60 UH-1 helicop-
ters. There was no significant re-
sistance in Ben Suc, and the only 
American casualties were caused 
by booby trap mines. The village 
was sealed and secured, and in 
a short while a battalion of ARVN 
was helicoptered in to search the 
village and interrogate the inhab-
itants. 
 That same day, all the men 
in the village between 15 and 45 
were flown out in Chinooks for 
further interrogation at the provin-
cial police headquarters. Those 
thought not to be Viet Cong 
would be inducted into the South 
Vietnamese Army. The next day, 
all the remaining villagers were 
shipped out, with whatever be-
longings they could carry.
 When the last truckload of 
people and boatload of animals 
had left Ben Suc, the demolition 
teams moved in. The grass-roofed 
houses were soaked in gasoline 
and razed. Then the bulldozers 
went to work, flattening all the 

more solid buildings, fences, and 
graveyards. 
 Afterwards 1st Division en-
gineers stacked 10,000 pounds 
of explosives and 1,000 gallons 
of napalm in a crater in the cen-
ter of the ruined village, covered 
them with earth, and tamped it all 
down with bulldozers. A chemical 
fuse triggered the 5-ton explo-
sion, which it was hoped would 
also blast any undiscovered tun-
nels in the vicinity. 
 “One of the major objec-
tives of Cedar Falls had been 
achieved,” said General Bernard 
Rogers of the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion. “The village of Ben Suc no 
longer existed.”
 But that was just the over-
ture to Cedar Falls. The bulk of 
the American troops were to be 
thrown into the rest of the Iron 
Triangle. By the end of the first 
day, an entire American corps 
had moved into position along its 
sides. At dawn on 9 January, this
huge force rolled into action.
 As the operation began, 
the 196th Light Infantry swept 

Platoon Sgt. James Lindsay 
(sitting) keeps in touch with his 
men inside the tunnel network.
He was killed two days later by 

a booby trap as he explored 
further into the complex.
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ABOVE: All hands to the pump 
to help extract a Tunnel Rat 

after his underground exploits 
on Operation Cedar Falls



through the tunnel-riddled Ho Bo 
woods in Cu Chi. At first all they 
achieved was the uncovering of 
a small quantity of enemy sup-
plies. Brigadier General Rich-
ard T. Knowles realized he had 
to devise a way of finding well-
camouflaged tunnel entrances. 
 He had a bright idea. He 
had APCs, drag whole trees be-
hind them through the woods, 
“creating avenues of swept dust 
as clear as virgin snow,” said 
Knowles. “Then in the morning 
we could see where the VC had 
come out of their holes, and how 
they got back. You could see 
where they crawled, and where 
they stood up and ran. One thing 
led to another and we found the 
openings.” 
 These early tunnel finds 
would lead to more substantial 
success later in the three-week 
operation.
 Other units, too, were 
finding tunnels. After the occupa-
tion of Ben Suc, 1st Infantry Divi-
sion engineers began flattening 
the nearby jungle with bulldozers. 
Their commanding officer, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Joseph M. Kier-
nan (who was to die in a helicop-
ter crash in June 1967) recalled at 
the time: “I guess it was about 20 
acres of scrub jungle. The place 
was so infested with tunnels 
that as my dozers would knock 
over the stumps of trees, the VC 
would pop out from behind the 
dozers. We captured about six or 
eight VC one morning. They just 
popped out of the tunnels and we 
picked them up.” 
 Other Big Red One bat-
talions were helicoptered into 
the Thanh Dien forest north of 
Ben Suc. The Thanh Dien was 
known as a Viet Cong rest-and-
resupply area, but most of the 
guerrillas had wisely melted away 
and there was little resistance. In-
deed, some troops reported see-
ing “an unknown number of Viet 

Cong escaping south on bicy-
cles.” Tunnels, bunkers, and rice 
caches were uncovered, and a 
significant find was made by the 
1st Battalion, 28th Infantry.
 After coming under fire 
from a Viet Cong unit that killed 
four Gls and wounded four, Com-
pany B of the battalion came 

across a huge underground medi-
cal complex containing over a ton 
of medicine, much of it bought in 
Saigon. 
 The Army came closest to 
the real objective of Cedar Falls 
on 18 January, ten days after 
the operation began. Tunnel rats 
from the 1st/5th Infantry—the 
“Bobcats”—under Captain Bill 
Pelfrey discovered an extensive 
tunnel complex beside the Rach 
Son stream, which flows into the 
Saigon River from the middle of 
Cu Chi district. The tunnels were 
beneath the narrow strip of open 
land between the Fil Hol planta-
tion to the south and the Ho Bo 
woods.
 Thousands of documents 
were discovered, which were 
taken away in sacks by helicop-
ter. The rats spent four days ex-
ploring the winding galleries of 
the system. For the 196th, the 
haul was impressive. In addi-
tion to the sacks of documents, 
there was a typewriter, furniture, 
women’s clothing, traditional cos-
tumes, Viet Cong flags, and other 
indications that the tunnels were 
part of a headquarters. The half-

Van Chinh —commander of the 
Viet Cong guerrillas at Ben Suc. 

He stayed in the tunnels while 
US forces flattened his village.
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For the first time in the war the engineers of the 1st Engineer 
Battalion, 1st Division, developed the “dozer-infantry team” 

concept in which bulldozers, equipped with the newly introduced 
Rome Plow actually became part of the assault force.
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million documents, once trans-
lated, yielded information that 
led Lieutenant General Jonathan 
Seaman (who was in overall com-
mand) to call the find “the biggest 
intelligence breakthrough of the 
war.” 
 Among other discoveries 
there was some coded messag-
es that could help unlock other 
intelligence intercepts. There 
were detailed maps of the Saigon 
area and Tan Son Nhut air base, 
including the plans for an unsuc-
cessful Viet Cong attack that had 
taken place a month earlier.
 Brigadier General Richard 
Knowles remembered that the 
documents; “showed how they 
moved squads down from Cam-
bodia into the Cu Chi area, and 
then down to Saigon. It showed 
where they stayed in the tunnels 
during the daylight, and where 
they collected their weapons.”
 Bill Pelfrey, who led the 
exploration, said: “The biggest 
part was tax receipts dating back 
20 years. There were lists of their 
sympathizers, stating who need-
ed political training, or punishment 
or whatever. They had American 
technical manuals translated into 
Vietnamese.”
 Because the find was re-
garded as such a major coup, 
General Westmoreland himself 
was helicoptered into the area to 
talk with the tunnel rats, accom-
panied by other VIPs, reporters, 
and television crews. 
 Once Pelfrey decided that 
no more of the system was worth 
exploring, it was filled with CS gas, 
then blasted with explosives. No 
official conclusion was reached 
as to the real status of the tunnel 
complex. Because of the volume 
of documents discovered, Gener-
al Bernard Rogers believed that: 
“this discovery probably uncov-
ered the headquarters of Military 
Region IV, or at least a significant 
part of it.” 

 In fact, Cedar Falls missed 
that target, and the police head-
quarters of the Viet Cong for the 
Saigon area as well. They were 
both slightly farther north in the 
Ho Bo woods. The area of the 
tunnel that had been found and 
destroyed is today clearly marked 
on maps and records at the Ho 
Chi Minh City military headquar-

ters. It was the Viet Cong’s head-
quarters for the Cu Chi district 
only. Escape tunnels are shown 
to have burrowed away from it 
southward.
 By the time of Cedar Falls, 
the tunnel rats in various units 
were refining techniques of explo-
ration and destruction. The prob-
lem in that operation was that be-
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Corporal Charles Patchin of the 173rd AB working his way through 
a tunnel during Operation Cedar Falls. Patchin’s pistol is a Smith & 
Wesson M1917 revolver which he personally owned, not an issue 

weapon. Originally designed in 1917 it was in production until 1950.
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cause tunnels were discovered 
so often, too many untrained and 
inexperienced men went under-
ground. Consequently, there were 
mishaps that resulted in deaths. 
A private in the 4th/503rd Infantry, 
for example, suffocated to death 
on 22 January because an earlier 
grenade explosion had burned 
up all the oxygen in a tunnel.
 Several ad hoc tunnel rats 
lost their bearings and came up 
to the surface completely lost. On 
one occasion two separate tunnel 
teams were exploring the same 
system independently and only 
good luck prevented their shoot-
ing at each other underground.
 When the operation ended, 
and the troops quit the operational 
area to return to their bases, their 
commanders assessed what they 
had achieved. Lieutenant General 
Seaman reported at the time: “In 
19 days, II Field Force Vietnam 
converted the Iron Triangle from 
a safe haven to a deathtrap, and 
then to a military desert. Years of 
Work spent tunneling and hoard-
ing supplies were nullified. A stra-
tegic enemy base was decisively 
engaged and destroyed.”
 However it was not long 
before there was evidence of 
the enemy’s return. During the 
cease-fire for Tet, 8-12 February, 
the Iron Triangle was again liter-
ally crawling with what appeared 
to be Viet Cong. They could be 
seen moving into, out of, and 
within the Triangle.
 Incredibly the Viet Cong 
commander of Ben Suc village, 
Pham Van Chinh, and many of 
his guerrillas remained cling-
ing to the land as they had been 
ordered. They hid in part of the 
village’s 1,700-meter tunnel sys-
tem, much of which had survived 
despite the discovery and de-
struction of three of its entrances 
during Cedar Falls.
 Acetylene gas and water 
from the river had been pumped 

into the tunnels, but they were 
complex and multileveled enough 
to ensure the safety of those guer-
rillas who had not fallen victim to 
the first wave of the assault. 
 “When the people were 
taken away,” said Chinh, it was 
difficult for us. The people had 
been supporting the guerrillas, 
their sons and brothers. The de-
struction of the people’s houses 
caused my bitter hatred. The en-
emy turned the land into a desert. 
There was not a tree left. But I 
could still count on over 200 men 
to fight beside me during the Ce-
dar Falls operation.” Chinh’s or-
ders were to lie low and wait for 

the Americans’ departure before 
repairing the tunnel system.
 Through Viet Cong cou-
riers, he made contact with the 
displaced villagers. Although Ben 
Suc and the rest of the Triangle 
was henceforth a free strike zone, 
with bombs and shells regularly 
falling on it, the villagers began 
to trickle back to their ancestral 
land.
 By the end of the year, 
over a thousand villagers had 
drifted back to Ben Suc. They re-
constructed the tunnels and bun-
kers, this time growing grass and 
other vegetation on top of them 
to shield them from view from air-
craft above. 
 Almost exactly one year 
later, the Tet lunar new year festi-
val of 1968 would see a country-
wide series of Viet Cong attacks 
on bases and towns, including 
Saigon, that threw the Americans 
off balance and marked the be-
ginning of the end of their involve-
ment in Vietnam. And the most 
damaging thrust, that against 
Saigon itself, would come straight 
from the Iron Triangle.

28

ABOVE: Back at their base, the Engineer Battalion proudly dis-
play some of the captured weapons they pulled from the tunnels 

Extracts from the “Illustrated 
history of the Vietnam War
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SAPPER SNIPPETS

Here’s why French Sappers never get fined for not shaving
It’s a tradition which goes back centuries. Sappers in the French Army have 
to grow beards to be in the Corp. The French Sappers above are looking 
superb in their ceremonial work apron and carrying the tradional axe, but 
it does make you wonder how they handle the issue of female Sappers in 
these politically correct times. Bearded ladies are few and far between.  

And you thought we had it 
tough in Vietnam?

In Tarakan, Borneo on April 30th 
1945 Sapper C.J. Foley of the 2/13 
field company, Royal Australian En-
gineers, is wading through water 
carrying explosives to breach wire 
defences at Lingkas, the day before 
the infantry landing.

The Parade Ground is a symbolic representation of a sanctuary of a unit’s 
fallen soldiers and in line with this symbolism it is deemed “hallowed ground” 
and is respected as such. On ceremonial occasions troops are positioned at 
the corners of a parade ground to “hold ground” symbolically for the fallen.

“Don’t you dare walk across my Parade Ground Sapper!”

Sapper Damon Ralph of 3CER in 
Townsville, clears a safe passage 
for vehicles during Exercise Talis-
man Saber which ran from 15 July to 
5 August, 2013 at Shoalwater Bay. 
The exercise is a major bilateral ex-
ercise designed to improve training 
and coorperation between Australian 
and United States military forces.

“Follow the Sapper”



3 Field Troop (1965-66)
Ian Biddolph  02 4472 9434
Alan Christie  07 5494 6628
Brian Cleary  07 5500 6363
Allan S Coleman  07 4661 1924 
Bill Corby   07 5502 1193
John “Tex” Cotter  07 4723 1244
Des Evans  07 4128 2390
Wilfred Eyles  02 4390 0150
Ray Forster  07 3409 1907
Geoff Green  03 6272 8167
Barry Harford  08 8088 4371
Sandy MacGregor 02 9457 7133
Frank Mallard  08 9377 4560
Keith Mills  07 4770 7267
Warren Murray  02 6059 8142
John Opie 0427280703
Bernie Pollard  08 9248 3178
Ross Thorburn  0408413204
Bill Unmeopa  08 9300 5561
Snow Wilson Jnr  02 6649 3998
Oc’s 1 Field Squadron
John Kemp  02 6288 3428
Rex Rowe  0419 251 420
1 Troop (1966-67)
Nick Burgerhof  07 3271 1592
Ray Burton  08 8268 4575
Ron Carroll 0408884327
Joe Cazey  07 3710 8102
Allan S Coleman  07 4661 1924
Grahame Cook  02 4390 5159
Mick George  02 6882 8574
Alan Hammond  0423491091 
Cul Hart  0413300120
Neil Innes MM  02 9875 2962
Ken Jolley  02 6624 4066
Barry Kelly  07 4661 2898
Axel Kraft   08 9572 9597
Peter McTiernan  02 6557 5211
David Martin  02 6379 6097
Gavin Menzies  02 6584 7257
John Olsen  0414433341
Ron Rockliffe  02 9789 4302 
Trevor Shelley  0419784954
“Jethro” Thompson  0732168906
Ross Tulloh  0418223345
Graham Zalewska-Moon 
(Poland phone: 48-815177391)
1 Troop (1967-68)
Billy Adams  03 5974 2916
Henry Baggaley  07 5433 0482
Reg Bament  02 6948 2524
Bruce Bevan  0402334614
Neville Bartels  07 4055 9871
Col Campbell  0417658770
Dave Campbell 07 4225 6310
Bob Coleman  03 5332 0975
Ross Comben  08 9535 2273
Jack Green  07 3278 8719
Norm Hitchcock (Canada)
1-250-2455137

Ray Kenny  07 3881 3648
Peter Koch  04 3822 3100
Brian Lewis 07 3880 0376
“Paddy” Maddigan 07 5485 1918
Mike McCallum  02 6288 5113
John Neal  02 9982 6694
Barry O’Rourke 03 5987 2828
Clive Pearsall  03 9459 4470
Terry Perkins  0413343168
Alan Rantall  03 9434 2031
Ivan Scully 03 9802 0977
Peter Sheehan 03 9390 2834 
Carlton “CP” Smith 0448000334
Jim Trower  0418842744
1 Troop (1968-69)
Phil Baxter MM  02 4625 6213
Ray Bellinger  0407952670
Adrian Black  0417756729
Mike Bruggemann  0409441992
Peter Carrodus  02 9759 6383
Albert Eyssens  03 9769 9715
Ken Ford  02 6645 2738
Max Goiser  02 9792 1765
Peter Hollis  02 6581 5401
George Hulse  07 3399 7659
Robert Laird  03 6356 1748
Brian Lamb  02 6059 6947
Kent Luttrell  0408387641 
Kerry McCormick  03 6344 5291
Keith Murley 0429729764
Richard Reilly  02 6262 7374 
Colin Spies  07 4743 4676
Garry Von Stanke  08 8725 5648
Cliff Truelove  02 6495 7844
Ken Wheatley  07 4774 0045
Bob Wooley  03 6264 1485
David Wright  03 9435 4131 
1 Troop (1969-70) 
Kevin Atkinson  08 9041 1571
Larry Batze  07 4033 2025
Allan S Coleman  07 4661 1924
Paul Cook  02 4946 5321
Phil Cooper 0439 955 207
Garry Degering  03 9796 0136
John Felton  07 4661 8679
Grahame Fletcher  0408822489
Brian Forbes  0412047937
Jon Fuller 02 4774 1674
P. “Guts” Geisel  07 4092 1735
Terry Gleeson  03 5623 2886
Trevor Kelly  08 9538 1184
Des McKenzie  07 5448 3400
Anthony Marriott 03 6257 0279
Doug Myers  0421904562
Les Slater  08 9361 0603
Max Slater  0412 772 849
Vic Smith  0432916485
Dave Sturmer  02 8407 9812
1 Troop (1970-71) 
Mick Augustus 07 3205 7401
Dan Brindley  02 6643 1693

Ian Cambell  03 9870 0313
Ray “Brute” Carroll 08 9342 3596
Phil Duffy  0406020382
Harry Ednie 03 5866 2644
Bruce Fraser  07 5499 0508
Garth Griffiths  0435902386
“Paddy” Healy 02 4930 7541
Peter Krause  02 6723 2835 
John Lewis 07 3425 1524
R Loxton  0419944755
Geoff Maddock 03 5442 2875
Barry Meldrum  03 5427 1162
Roger Newman  07 5450 6054
Peter North 08 9279 5905
Dennis Pegg  03 6224 9090
Bob Pfeiffer 07 5464 5221
John Pritchard  02 9837 7482
John Severyn  0407008610
Garry Shoemark 02 6546 6778
Garry Sutcliffe  07 4684 3229
Donald Stringer  07 4151 2659
Paul Taylor (NZ)  (64)42990915 
Terry Ward  02 6566 6163
Jim Weston  02 4987 7179
John Wright  03 6398 6211
2 Troop (1966-1967)
Richard Beck  07 3208 5808
David Buring  02 6254 6689
Ron Cain 02 6586 1412
Graeme Carey  02 6056 0997
Terry Gribbin  03 9722 9717
Alan Hammond 0423491091
Bill Harrigan  08 9447 1127
Peter Hegarty  07 4169 0372
Graeme Leach  07 4777 8627
Ken McCann  0409938830
Rod McClennan  07 3267 6907
Noel McDuffie  0427051678      
Bob McKinnon  07 3267 0310 
Peter Matthews  03 6250 3686
Warren Morrow 0418427947
Mick Shannon  08 8552 1746
Stan Shepherd  0412 232 197
Bob Sweeney  08 9248 4432
2 Troop (1967-1968)
M. Ballantyne  08 8298 2515
John Beningfield  07 4778 4473
Peter Bennett  0418915550
Dennis Burge  08 8281 2270
Kenneth Butler  0414897889
Harry Cooling  07 4778 2013
Garry Cosgrove  02 4845 5153
Geoff Craven 03 5629 5224
Peter Fontanini  0438 881 940
Roland Gloss  02 6367 5324
John Goldfinch  02 6674 0855
Paul Grills  07 4162 5235
Ron Johnston  07 3351 1609
Eddie Josephs  0417882491
Lew Jordan  03 6397 3261
Ray Kenny  07 3881 3648
John Kiley  02 4228 4068
David Kitley  02 4735 4991
Robert Knowles  08 9535 6416
Bernard Ladyman  08 9795 7900
Warren McBurnie  02 6687 7030
Stephen McHenry  08 9344 6939
Eric McKerrow  (Silent number)
Dave McNair  08 9725 2821
Kevin Moon 0419539174

Tony Parmenter  0417856877
Brian Rankin  07 4775 5095
Hans Rehorn  03 5623 5572
Andrew Rogers  08 8087 5671
Mick Rowbotham  03 9439 7566
Geoff Russell  02 6342 1292
Robert Russell  03 5975 5329
Brian Sheehan  03 9336 3137
Carlton “CP” Smith 0448000334
John Tramby 0428659048
John Willis  03 9363 7878
“Snow” Wilson  08 9752 2935
2 Troop (1968-1969)
Janis Atrens  +371 2944 6521
(This is Janis’s mobile in Latvia)
Bob Austin  02 6644 9237
Ross Bachmann  07 5495 1443
Don Beale  02 6971 2424
Richard Branch  0409496294
Harold Bromley  03 9726 8625
Peter Brunton  03 5156 5531
Jim Castles  02 9639 2941
Harry Claassen  07 3273 6701
Peter Clayton  0418 823 266 
John Coe 07 4776 5585
Rod Crane  08 9530 3083
John Douglas  0433747401
Robert Earl  02 4990 3601
Brian Forbes  0412047937
John Gilmore  08 9795 6847
Stan Golubenko  03 9361 2721
Paul Grills  07 4162 5235
Geoff Handley  03 5593 1791
Ross Hansen  07 3202 7540
Wayne Hynson  03 5245 6898
Ray Jurkiewicz  07 3886 9054
Brian Lamb  02 6059 6947
Phil Lamb  08 8564 2001
Wayne Lambley  07 3851 1837
Darryl Lavis  08 8263 9548
Peter Laws  02 4942 8131
Bud Lewis  07 3881 1230
Rick Martin  02 6928 4253
Bill Matheson 0428959044
Bill Morris  08 9384 2686
Don Nicholls  02 9579 4126
Colin Norris  02 4627 1180
Bob O’Connor 0418742219
Terry O’Donnell 0417371632
Rod Palmer  0417672643
David Pannach (Hong Kong)
852-2892 2714
Allan Pearson 07 3812 0943
Ted Podlich  07 3862 9002
Daryl Porteous  07 4973 7663
Mick Weston  07 5444 3307
Ray White  03 9740 7141 
2 Troop (1969-1970)
“Arab” Avotins  07 4129 8012
Bruce Bofinger  02 4861 5715
Frank Brady  02 6555 5200
David Brook  03 9546 2868
Jim Burrough  0400884633
Ron Coman  07 3355 7279
Kevin Connor  0408 748 172
Garry Cosgrove  02 4845 5153
Arthur Davies  07 3408 1556
Roy Elbourne  02 4868 1493
Grumpy Foster  07 4041 2321
Graeme Gartside  08 8725 6900

Tunnel Rats List
All list enquires to Graeme Gartside (contact details below)

This is our latest list of former Tunnel Rats. If you are not on 
the list and wish to be, please send your details (Troop, year, 
phone number and address) to Graeme Gartside at  email:  
ggart@internode.on.net or call 08 8725 6900 or by mail to 
Graeme Gartside, 9 Park Street Mt Gambier SA 5290
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Doug George  0419475246
Greg Gough  0417 911 173
Brad Hannaford  08 8389 2217
John Hopman  02 9398 5258
Chris Koulouris  02 4952 6341
Bill Lamb  0418 424 208
Mick Loughlin  07 4060 3039
Mick Lee  07 5543 5001
Marty McGrath  02 6059 1204
Jim Marett  03 9824 4967
Bob Ottery  03 5199 2516
Bevan Percival  07 5573 6925
Pedro Piromanski  08 9306 8169
Ian Pitt  03 5349 2018
Jack Power  07 4955 3761
Colin Redacliff  02 9673 0597
Rolf Schaefer 08 8962 1391
Brian “BC” Scott  07 3204 5691
Peter Scott (219)  02 4341 3782
“Roo Dog” Scott  07 5535 6290
Les Shelley  07 3264 4041
Jimmy Shugg  08 9776 1471
Bob Smith  07 5456 1194
Mick Van Poeteren 03 9435 0383
Gerry Wallbridge  03 9803 4223
Dennis Wilson  08 8659 1189
Stephen Wilson  07 5538 2179
2 Troop (1970-1971)
Bruce Arrow  02 6288 3872
Mick Bergin  03 5974 2175
Graham Besford  03 9439 2661
Mal Botfield  02 9872 2594
John Brady  02 6888 1192
David Briggs 08 9537 6956
Keith Burley  07 5543 0990
Peter Cairns  03 6267 4646
Brian Christian  07 4778 6602
Grahame Clark 0408533869
Dennis Coghlan 08 9724 1380
“Sam” Collins  08 8262 6107
Ron Cook  03 8787 7377
Jock Coutts  08 9279 1946
Bill Craig  08 9530 1008
Denis Crawford  03 9497 3256
John Crocker  07 3206 7995

John Cross  02 4757 2273
Robin Date  03 9783 3202
Gino De Bari  08 9437 5641
Tom Dodds  040672260
Des Evans  07 4128 2390
Bruce Fenwick  02 4977 3530
Ray Fulton  03 6288 1176
Ziggy Gniot  0418 885 830
Bob Hamblyn  08 8672 3930
Cec Harris  02 6629 3373
Paddy Healy  02 4930 7541
Kevin Hodge  08 8322 2619
Paul Jones  02 6231 5963
Jim Kelton  02 6948 3927
Kevin Lappin  07 3273 8614
Gary McClintock  07 4788 0123
Peter McCole  03 5155 9368
Bob McGlinn  07 5426 1597
Ian McLean  02 6286 3928
Jeff Maddock  03 5442 2875
Leon Madeley  07 5497 1038
Bill Marshall  07 5545 0389
Rod O’Regan  02 6550 6068
Graeme Pengelly  0407 138 124
Des Polden  03 6223 3830
Keith Ramsay  02 6585 6503
Mick Rasmussen  0428 790 645
Ron Reid  0427 461 297
Gary Sangster  0427224099
John Scanlan  0488 132 903
Peter Schreiber  02 6569 3390
Garry Shoemark  02 6546 6778
Alex Skowronski  0407954570
John Smith  0400032502
Roy Sojan  08 9926 1235
John Stonehouse  08 9653 1895
Peter Swanson  0401392617
John Tick  04 3898 7262
Harry Eustace  0408515270
Steve Walton  07 3205 9494
Terry Wake  07 4786 2625
Dave Young  02 4283 3439
2 Troop (1971-72)
Warren Pantall 0417 096 802
3 Troop (1966-67)

Wilfred Eyles  02 4390 0150
3 Troop (1967-68)
Ken Arnold  02 6974 1181
Dennis Baker 08 89527281
Chuck Bonzas  0407866487
Bruce Breddin  0418766759
Norm Cairns  03 6267 4629
Kerry Caughey  03 5971 4188
David Clark  08 8388 7728
Bob Coleman  03 5332 0975
Jim Dowson  03 5662 3291
Bob Embrey 07 3351 1222
Barry Gilbert  03 5023 6657
Brian Hopkins  0401829744
John Hoskin  08 8270 3002
Jack Lawson  0429 798 673
Peter MacDonald  08 9448 5418
Barrie Morgan  0437861945
Michael O’Hearn  02 4932 7509 
Gary Pohlner  0427172900
Peter Pont 07 4095 0150
Tom Simons  03 6344 6058
Kevin Shugg  0411144500
Mervyn Spear 08 94539232
Frank Sweeney  07 3882 6025
Brian Thomson  0428551368
Vic Underwood  0429 907 989
Murray Walker  08 9332 6410
Glenn Weise  0427 741 170 
Mick Woodhams  08 9459 0130
Bob Yewen  07 5532 4560
Ken Young  02 9602 5204
3 Troop (1968-69)
Geoff Box  08 9731 2757
Col Campbell 0417658770
Barry Chambers  08 8927 8237
Neil Garrett  03 5798 1522
Brian Glyde  02 4455 7404
Peter Gray  02 4285 8877
John Hollis  02 6662 6660
“Sam” Houston  07 5495 5480
Phil Lamb  08 8564 2001
Ian Lauder  08 9419 5375
Kent Luttrell 0408387641
John Murphy  08 9493 3771
John Nulty  02 6927 3535
Ted O’Malley  07 4054 3472
Barry Parnell  07 4947 1976
Bob Pritchard  07 4779 0608
Greg Roberts  03 5941 2269
Walter Schwartz 0439512322
Don Shields  08 8297 8619
Ray Vanderheiden  02 4776 1373 
Wal Warby  0418240394
Ray White  03 9740 7141
Three Troop (1969-70)
Tony Bower-Miles  0412 317 306
Chris Brooks  08 9271 2811
Jim Burrough  0400884633
Terry Cartlidge  03 5367 1472
Bruce Crawford  02 6628 0846
Richard Day  08 8088 4129
Phil Devine  0439066012
Bob Done  0407485888
Ray Fulton  03 6288 1176
Graham Fromm  08 8532 2561
Doug George  0419475246
Graham Harvey  07 5445 2636
Trevor Hughes  07 5532 3497
Darrel Jensen  0428387203

Rod Kirby  07 4973 7726
Peter Knight  02 6247 6272
Gerry Lyall  07 3343 4725
Phil McCann  0417423450
Chris MacGregor  02 4472 3250
Norm Martin  02 4953 1331
Jock Meldrum MID 0424924909
Roelof Methorst 0416834846
Gary Miller MM  07 5495 5647
“Jacko” Miller  03 6267 4411
Chris Muller  07 4653 0457
Danny Mulvany  08 9356 6890
Vin Neale  03 9786 1549
Peter Phillips  0429362935
G. Rentmeester  03 9735 5236
Brian “BC” Scott 07 3204 5691
Paul Scott  02 6656 0730  
Gordon Temby  08 9757 2016
Peter Thorp MID  02 6288 0008
“Curly” Tuttleby  02 6681 4133
Hank Veenhuizen  0407 487 167
“Wonzer” White  02 9833 0580
Three Troop (1970-71)
Steve Armbrust  07 5545 1073
Errol Armitage  0427 855 482
Geoff Ansell  0448 013 712
Mike Barnett  02 9869 7132
John Beningfield  07 4778 4473
Darryel Binns  0417170171
Trevor Boaden 0448160944
Mal Botfield  02 9872 2594
Ian Campbell  03 9870 0313
Brian Christian 07 4778 6602 
Bob Clare  03 5439 5532
Graeme Clarke  07 4128 4660
Ted Clarke  03 5682 2584
Allan J Coleman  02 9838 4848
Steve Collett  08 9371 0075
John Davey  07 3378 4316
Chris Ellis  08 9398 1718
Kevin Hodge  08 8322 2619
Kenny Laughton  08 8297 4010
Garry Lourigan  02 4844 5545
R. McKenzie-Clark 08 9729 1162
Robert McLeay  03 5386 1122
“Jock” Meldrum 0424924909
Roelof Methorst  0416834846
Carlo Mikkelsen
(New Zealand)  0064 9 4797857
Ben Passarelli  02 9610 3949
Robert Reed  07 3351 4440
Paul Scott  02 6656 0730
Les Shelley  07 3264 4041
John Steen  0419772375
John Tatler 0405188717
Gordon Temby  08 9757 2016 
David Wilson  07 3855 1370
Three Troop (1971-72)
Trevor “Zip” Button 08 95615363  
Ron Byron  02 6653 4791
Mike Dutton 0438627140 
Brenton J Smith  08 8536 2923
uS Tunnel rats
Stephen “Shorty” Menendez
menendez@toast.net
John Thiel
drjthiel@gmail.com
Mark Morrison
lmorrison18@cox.net

THE LIST31

Cool Dudes: (left to right) “Butch” Marsden, 
“Pedro” Piromanski and Bruce Bofinger 

ham it up for the camera just outside Dat Do



11 ARMY COMBAT BADGE
 

 

11 MINE INCIDENT16
 

 

11 MINE INCIDENT16
 

 

11 MINE INCIDENT16
 

 

1112NOSTALGIA  PAGES

ALL PROFITS GO TO THE VIETNAM TUNNEL RATS ASSOCIATION
SHAMELESS FUND RAISING EFFORT

NAME: 
ADDRESS: 

POST CODE: 
TELEPHONE: 
EMAIL:  
You can pay by credit card (your  statement will read “Ultimate Design. 
Graphics”), or by cheque or Postal Order. The cost is   
Make cheques and postal orders payable to Vietnam Tunnel Rats Association 
Tick which card you wish to use:   O Visa    O Master Card   
Card Number:  

Name on card:                                                   Expiry Date: 

       MOBILE: 

Post to: Vietnam Tunnel Rats Assoc 43 Heyington Place Toorak Victoria 3142 
Or email order details or scan of order form to tunnelrat@optusnet.com.au

Holdfast newsletter, issues number 1 to number 20 
All bound into a convenient two-book set.

A total of 556 pages of our rich history 

A valuable keepsake
for your family for 

generations to come  

The two book set for $89 plus $10 postage and packing. A total of $99

The first 20 issues of Holdfast bound
together into two attractive books


